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DRAFT CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR THE 
7TH MINISTERIAL DECLARATION 

 

1.0  Attached is a conceptual framework for discussion on the content of the 7th Ministerial 

Declaration. It is not a draft Declaration per se. It is presented as a guide to develop the actual 

Declaration based on what countries would like to envision or plan for in the next three years. 

2.0 After 28 years of solid partnership and collaboration and four cycles of UNDP/GEF funding and 

country contributions, we are confident to say that we have quite a number of 

accomplishments; however, we would need to take on current and emerging challenges and 

opportunities collectively if we are to remain as the leading regional coordinating mechanism 

for coastal and marine development in the region. 

3.0  The draft conceptual framework takes into account the comments and recommendations 

during the meetings of the East Asian Seas (EAS) Partnership Council (PC) and Executive 

Committee (EC) and proposes a draft roadmap, based on existing studies and reports, for 

deliberation of the Intergovernmental session. These references include the 2018-2022 

Implementation Plan of the Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia (SDS-

SEA), the initial findings of the midterm review of the same plan,1 the PEMSEA Post-2020 

Futures Report and Strategy, and the PEMSEA Post-2020 Operational Plan (Annex B of 

EC/26/DOC/07),  interviews and suggestions from country and non-country partners, and 

existing and new international commitments and opportunities. 

4.0 The EC is therefore requested to provide the following: 

a. Comments and recommendations, on the draft conceptual framework presented in 

Annex A; and 

a) Guidance on the substance and process of drafting the Ministerial Declaration. 

 
1 Draft to be shared by mid-March 2021. 

http://pemsea.org/publications/reports/sds-sea-implementation-plan-2018-2022
http://pemsea.org/publications/reports/sds-sea-implementation-plan-2018-2022
http://pemsea.org/publications/reports/sds-sea-implementation-plan-2018-2022
http://pemsea.org/publications/reports/post-2020-futures-report-and-strategy
http://pemsea.org/publications/reports/post-2020-futures-report-and-strategy
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ANNEX 1. Draft conceptual framework for the Ministerial Declaration. 

 

1. Theme:   Adopting the Blue Development Path for Economic Recovery and Coastal Resilience  

  

2. Rationale and Thematic Areas  

 

a. Environmental Threats. The East Asian Seas (EAS) are facing an urgent need to protect its coasts 

and waterways and conserve its ecosystems and biodiversity while addressing the crosscutting 

issues of poverty alleviation, food, water, and energy security, and climate change. Coastal 

areas continue to suffer from biodiversity loss and environmental degradation due to 

unsustainable patterns of use as seen in the destruction of habitats and natural coastlines, 

pollution from land- and sea-based sources, and overfishing.   

 

b. COVID-19 Pandemic. The global health crisis impacts heavily on national economies and 

disrupted many people’s lives and livelihood. For many countries, the Gross Domestic Product 

(GDP) plunged and unemployment rate soared. Coastal economies showed a deep decline with 

the closure of some businesses and the implementation of health protocols and travel 

restrictions.  

 

c. Blue Economy. Sectors like travel, trade, tourism, and fisheries, which are dependent on coastal 

and marine resources, are severely affected by the pandemic. For this, blue economy offers a 

viable development path for recovery and a significant driver of economic growth and 

progress. It is key to recovery by creating employment and driving consumption and 

investment while protecting natural capital, enhancing resource efficiency, and reducing 

carbon footprint. Currently, one of the constraints in developing a blue economy is the current 

deterioration of ocean health due to complex pressures and threats affecting the state of 

ocean health.  

 

d. Vulnerability. Coastal areas are highly vulnerable to the impacts associated with sea-level rise, 

increased rainfall, extreme weather events, storm surges, and tsunamis, and more frequent 

and extensive floods. By developing and implementing protection, adaptation, and other 

responses that are supported by nature-based solutions, resilience is achieved while producing 

socioeconomic and environmental benefits.   

 

e. SDS-SEA. The implementation of the SDS-SEA contributes to the achievement of numerous 

targets of SDGs, in particular SDG 6 (Clean Water and Sanitation), SDG 11 (Sustainable Cities 

and Communities), SDG 13 (Climate Change), SDG 14 (Life Below Water), and SDG 17 

(Partnership). In particular, its implementation helps reduce marine pollution, strengthen the 

resilience of coastal and marine ecosystems, taking restorative actions to ensure healthy and 

productive oceans, and increase scientific knowledge and resource capacity of resource-

dependent communities and other stakeholders. 
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(for reference only) 

 

3. Accomplishment Reports 

The efforts and initiatives of PEMSEA had brought the region closer to the accomplishment of the 

targets set in the Da Nang Compact. 

• ICM coverage has reached 40 percent of the entire coastal area of the region, therefore 

surpassing the 25 percent target coverage. 

 

• PEMSEA Country Partners have developed and implemented national policies, action plans, 

and programs in coastal and ocean management and river basin management, including 

policies and programs on integrated coastal management (ICM). 

 

• Ten out of eleven Country Partners of PEMSEA have developed National State of Oceans and 

Coasts (NSOC) reports that document the role of the ocean and its contributions to the 

http://pemsea.org/publications/agreements-and-declarations/da-nang-compact-sustainable-development-strategy-seas-east


26th EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING      EC/26/DOC/07 
Agenda Item: 7.0 
 

national economy; impacts of human activities on ocean health and sustainability; existing 

blue economy initiatives; potential areas for investments in environmentally-sound 

technologies and infrastructure; and the interventions and innovative mechanisms needed to 

respond to the changing environment and climate. Per Da Nang Compact, countries commit 

to ensuring regular update of the same. 

 

4. Commitments and Targets 

PEMSEA commits to: 

▪ Formulate, adopt, and implement mutually supportive SDS-SEA Implementation Plans for 

2022-2030 at both the regional and national levels based on development priorities and 

capacities as well as provide the needed leadership and policy support for implementation of 

the SDS-SEA at the regional, national and local levels; 

 

▪ Support the PRF’s transition to a self-sustaining entity by 2030;  

 

▪ Adopt a blue development path as a strategic approach to economic recovery and coastal 

resilience and achieve the following targets: 

 

Target 1.  Establish and roll out the Ocean Investment Facility and identify specific priority 

coastal investment projects for each country. 

 

Target 2. Generate sufficient financing and investments from development partners and 

the public and private sector to scale up blue economy and SDS-SEA related projects;  

 

Target 3. Prepare guidelines for incorporating sustainability considerations—such as 

environmental and social safeguards and the conduct of site vulnerability and climate risk 

assessments—in the design of proposed programs and projects and industry operations;  

 

Target 4. Institute policy/regulatory reforms, programs, subsidies, or incentives in each 

country to adopt, implement, and scale up investments on blue economy.  

 

Target 5. Implement nature-based solutions such as increased marine protected areas 

and coastal wetland cover to strengthen coastal resilience and consequently protect 

communities, businesses, and infrastructure from floods, soil erosion, and landslides. 

 

5.  Agenda for Roadmap to 2030  

 
On pursuing sustainable development of the seas of East Asia for 2022-2030 

• After 20 years of implementing the SDS-SEA, PEMSEA’s initiatives have already made a 

difference in the coastal environment as well as the economic and social aspects of 

development. Reframing the reporting style for communications impact will better present 

PEMSEA’s contributions to the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and provide stronger 

basis for continuing support for PEMSEA’s work.  The SDS-SEA 2022-2030 should identify 

relevant environmental, economic, and social indicators and set targets and establish 

mechanisms to determine baselines and monitor, measure, and verify results. 

Commented [A1]: Note that countries committed to 
update the SOCs every 3 years in 2015, but the first set of 
SOCs were produced in 2019-2020 only 

Commented [A2]: Or investment service in partnership 
with other strategic partners… 

Commented [A3]: Or indicate a numerical figure 100 
Million USD for example, combining the projected 
investments and finance from country and non-country 
partners… 
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• Another core thrust for 2022-2030 is the protection of coastal and marine resources to 

enhance their capacities to provide ecosystem services, which are currently valued at USD 681 

billion.  These services include shoreline and coastal protection, climate regulation, carbon 

capture, and provisioning services (e.g., food and raw materials) as well as support to trade, 

transportation, tourism, recreation, and ocean energy industries.  

 

• Blue economy is critical in transitioning to a new economic norm where coastal and marine 

economies play a crucial role in a post-pandemic world by creating employment and business 

opportunities for small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the travel, tourism, fisheries, and 

retail sectors. PEMSEA, as a platform for collaborative action, can drive common regional 

actions to provide incentives to stimulate business startups and reopening to support 

economic recovery.   

 

• Regional collaboration is critical in dealing with coastal and marine hazards such as storm 

surges and tsunamis and adopting innovative strategies to raise awareness and build regional 

capacity to monitor, forecast and provide timely early warnings to support safety of life and 

property at sea, coastal management and minimization of impact of such hazards. 

 

On securing PEMSEA sustainability  

In the Iloilo Declaration, the Ministers recognized that PEMSEA remains relevant and is well-positioned 

to continue performing its role as a regional mechanism to orchestrate collaborative actions for the 

development of common policies, building capacities to deliver social, economic and environmental 

benefits.  To secure PEMSEA sustainability, it is imperative to: 

▪ Position PEMSEA as a thought leader and expert in coastal and marine issues and recognized by 

the global community.  

 

▪ Establish an effective business development unit, which will be responsible for creating long-

term value from PEMSEA by forging strategic partnerships, nurturing client and partner 

relationships, identifying growth opportunities and funding prospects, and communicating 

success. 

 

▪ Develop knowledge and related products and service offering such as training and capacity 

building, monitoring and evaluation of programs, ICM certification and PSHEM, with potential 

for revenue generation. 

 

▪ Broaden PEMSEA partnership and set partnership financial or in-kind contributions to support 

PEMSEA operations. 

 

On financing facilities 

Access to finance remains a constraint in the implementation of SDS-SEA and the achievement of the 

SDG. PEMSEA will explore innovative financing and investment mechanisms for SDS-SEA 

implementation.  
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6. Conclusion 

The COVID 19 global health and financial crises and the constant environmental threats and  climate 

change intensified the need for regional cooperation and collaborative actions to address these 

challenges. Sustainable blue economy provides opportunity to respond to the challenges by 

promoting and sustaining businesses and economies while providing effective protection of coastal 

ecosystems and communities.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


