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1.0 Introduction 
• The session "Area-based Marine Ecosystem Management for the implementation 

of Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework", held on November 7, 2024, in 

Xiamen, China, highlighted innovative strategies to advance marine biodiversity 

conservation across the East Asian Seas. By addressing the Kunming-Montreal 

targets, including the ambitious 30x30 objective, the session aligned seamlessly with 

the EAS Congress theme, "Connecting People and Ocean for Resilient and 

Sustainable Seas." 

• The event brought together policymakers, researchers, and key stakeholders to 

foster collaboration, exchange expertise, and explore actionable pathways toward 

resilient and thriving marine ecosystems. With its focus on regional implementation 

linked to global biodiversity and ocean sustainability goals, the session contributed 

meaningfully to SDG 14, reaffirming a shared commitment to safeguarding marine 

resources for future generations. 

 
2.0 Opening Ceremony 
2.1  Speaker: Yongseok Kang, President of KOEM(Korea Marine Environment 

Management Corporation) 
2.2  Key Highlights 

• Leading efforts in KOEM’s marine spatial planning and marine protected area 

policies and committed to establishing effective region-based marine management. 

• Addressing the urgent challenge of biodiversity conservation and seeking 

practical solutions through shared expertise and collaboration. 

• Appreciation for expert contributions on KMGBF implementation and emphasis 

on active participation to enhance biodiversity protection in East Asia and Asia at large. 

 
3.0 Session Highlights 



3.1  ATSEA-2 Contribution to the CBD KMGBF Targets 
• Speaker: Handoko Adi Susanto / GEF/UNDP/PEMSEA ATSEA-2 Project 

• Focus: This session provided an overview of regional efforts to align national 

policies with KMGBF objectives. 

- Introduction to the ATSEA-II Project: The ATSEA-II project aimed to protect 

biodiversity and improve the quality of life for local communities through the 

conservation and sustainable management of marine-coastal ecosystems, with a 

focus on sustainable development. The importance of community participation, 

capacity building, and the connection between policy and science were 

emphasized. 
3.2  MPA management direction for GBF 2030 in Korea 

• Speaker: Woorack Suh, KOEM 
• Focus: This session highlighted South Korea’s experiences in marine protected 

area (MPA) policy development and implementation. 

- Overview of South Korea's MPA Designation and Management: An introduction 
was given to the current status of MPA designation and management in South 
Korea, including recent issues such as the second stage of the World Heritage 
listing in 2026, the National Marine Ecological Park, and medium-to-long-term 
goals leading up to 2030. 

 
3.3  Achieving the GBF MAP 30% Target South Korea’s Marine Spatial Planning 

Strategy 
• Speaker: Choong-Ki Kim, Korea Environment Institute 
• Focus: The session explored the role of MSP as a practical tool for aligning 

biodiversity goals with socio-economic activities. 

- Discussion on South Korea's MPA and MSP Status: A discussion was held on 

the current status of Marine Protected Areas (MPA) and Marine Spatial Planning 

(MSP) in South Korea, addressing challenges and solutions in designating MPA 

and MSP for the 30X30 initiative for both land and marine areas. 

 

3.4  Achieving 30x30 target of Yellow Sea Ecoregion Based on the conservation of 

spotted seal  

• Speaker: Linlin Zhao, First Institute of Oceanography, Ministry of Natural 

Resources  



• Focus: This session presented a case study on the conservation of spotted seal 

habitats in the Yellow Sea.  

- Impact of Climate Change on Protected Species: Due to climate change, the 

habitats of protected species were shrinking or disappearing. This session 

introduced the effectiveness of establishing MPA based on the results of 

monitoring the spatiotemporal distribution of seals living in the Yellow Sea. 

 

3.5  The high seas Treaty: The Path to Achieving 30X30 targets   

• Speaker: Rizza Sacra Dejucos, High Seas Alliance 

• Focus: Introduction to the High Seas Alliance's ABNJ activities related to the 

designation of MPAs on the high seas. 

- This Session introduced the key activities and collaboration of High Seas Alliance 

which is A multi-stakeholder platform to exchange expertise, training, and best 

practices for designing effective high seas MPAs. And also introduced major 

ongoing activities of High Seas Alliance: four MPA proposals (Expected to 

increase global ocean protection by 3% through agreements in CCAMLR), South 

Tasman sea (Scientific symposium to discuss protection efforts between Australia 

and New Zealand).  
4.0 Panel Discussion 
During the discussion, a question was raised about whether South Korea had provided 

incentives for the designation of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs). The response clarified 

that no specific incentives had been offered to local communities during the MPA 

designation process. As a result, only about 1.8% of South Korea's marine area had 

been designated as protected area. Instead, South Korea’s MPAs were not established 

as strictly no-take zones; some level of sustainable use activities was permitted within 

these areas.  

Another question addressed the difference between Other Effective Area-based 

Conservation Measures (OECMs) and MPAs. It was explained that the definition of 

OECMs had not yet been fully established, but areas protected for military purposes or 

cultural heritage were considered OECMs, distinguishing them from MPAs. 

 
ANNEX 1. Agenda 
1.1 Session Agenda  



Time Agenda Presenter 

Opening session 

2’ Opening the Workshop Sukhui Lee, KOEM 

3’ Opening remarks  Yongseok Kang, President of KOEM 

Session 1: Sharing GBF implementation efforts with the East Asian region 

15’ ATSEA-2 Contribution to the CBD KMGBF 
Targets 

Handoko Adi Susanto, 
GEF/UNDP/PEMSEA ATSEA-2 
Project 

15’ MPA management direction for GBF 2030 in 
Korea 

Woorack Suh, KOEM 

15’ Achieving the GBF MAP 30% Target South 
Korea’s Marine Spatial Planning Strategy 

Choong-Ki Kim, Korea Environment 
Institute 

15’ Achieving 30x30 target of Yellow Sea 
Ecoregion Based on the conservation of 
spotted seal 

Linlin Zhao, First Institute of 
Oceanography, Ministry of Natural 
Resources(China) 

15’ The high seas Treaty: The Path to Achieving 
30X30 targets 

Rizza Sacra Dejucos, High Seas 
Alliance 

Session 2: To explore ways to develop regional-based ecosystem management policies 

30’ 
 

-Q&A related to establishing regional 
management policies   

Chairperson: Kwon Suk-Jae, 
vice-chair of PEMSEA Technical 
Session 

10’ Closing the Workshop Sukhui Lee, KOEM 

 
 

1.2. Participant Information  
The event was attended by around 20 participants, including MPA and marine 
biodiversity experts from South Korea, China, Indonesia, the Philippines, and 
other countries. 
 

1. 3. Presentation Materials  
(1) Handoko Adi Susanto 



 

 

 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 

(2) Shu, Woorack 
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(4) Linlin Zhao 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

 
(5) Rizza Sacra Dejucos 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 



 



 

 



 



 

1.4 Documentation  

  

Opening ceremony The venue for Workshop  



 

Group photo of thee Chairman and workshop presenters 

 
 


