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PROCEEDINGS OF THE 2010 PNLG FORUM 
 

Sihanoukville, Cambodia, 19-21 November 2008 
 
 

A. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. The 2008 PEMSEA Network of Local Governments (PNLG) forum was held 
at Sokha Hotel, Sihanoukville, Cambodia, from 19-21 November 2008. It 
was the seventh of a series of forum conducted since the network was 
launched in 2001 in RO Korea. The 2008 PNLG Forum was hosted by the 
Municipal Government of Sihanoukville and focused on the theme “Water 
Resources Protection, Utilization and Management”.  

 
1.2. The forum aimed to a) share good practices and lessons learned in water 

resources protection, utilization and management; b) discuss strategies on 
strengthening water governance and capacity, and b) identify strategies for 
sustaining the network and expanding its role to support local ICM 
implementation and scaling up. 

 
1.3. The forum was jointly organized by the Municipal Government of 

Sihanoukville, PEMSEA and the PNLG Secretariat. Eight local business 
enterprises provided in-kind contribution for the organization of the forum.    

 
1.4. Twenty two local governments from 9 countries across the region 

participated in the forum in addition to regional experts/resource speakers 
from the International Council on Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) 
Southeast Asia Secretariat, Phnom Penh Water Suppy Authority (PPWSA), 
Macao Water Supply Co., Ltd., Marine Environmental Research and 
Innovative Technology (MERIT) of the City University of Hong Kong, 
Coastal and Ocean Management Instiute (COMI) of Xiamen University and 
Oil Spill Response and East Asia Response Ltd. (OSRL EARL). 

 
1.5. Representatives from international and national agencies in Cambodia as 

well as from the academe also participated in the forum. 
 
1.6. The forum was divided into 3 major parts: the opening ceremony, the 

general assembly meeting and the technical workshop. The forum was 
concluded by a field trip to key areas in Sihanoukville.  

 
1.7. The meeting agenda and full list of participants is attached as Annex 1 and 

2. 
 

 
OPENING CEREMONY 
 

1.8. The opening ceremony was well attended by national and local government 
representatives and experts, as well as the media, in addition to the invited 
experts and participants from other countries and agencies.  
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1.9. The opening remarks were delivered by Mr. Sbong Sarath and Prof. 
Raphael PM Lotilla on behalf of the Municipal Government of Sihanoukville 
and PEMSEA Resource Facility, respectively. Both speakers emphasized 
the importance of the PNLG as a platform for local governments to discuss 
issues of common concerns as well as opportunities to strengthen their 
relationships and governance mechanisms.    

 
1.10. In his keynote address, Dr. Mok Mareth, Senior Minister and Minister of the 

Environment emphasized that since the health and growth of a nation is 
anchored in its water resources, water resource management must be 
considered within the broader framework of economic and social 
development. Dr. Mok highlighted the critical role of the local governments 
in implementing national policies, strategies and programs on water 
resources management. 

 
1.11. The full text of the Opening Ceremony speeches may be found in Annex 3.  

 
 
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING 
 

1.12. The General Assembly meeting was chaired by Mr. Pan Shi Jian, Vice 
Mayor of Xiamen and PNLG President. Mr. Pan updated the meeting on 
what transpired since the conduct of the 2007 PNLG Forum in Danang, 
which included a) the conduct of the First Executive Committee Meeting in 
Xiamen (PR China) on 4 November 2007; b) recognition of Guimaras 
Province (Philippines) as ICM parallel site; c) completion of site evaluation 
of Thua Thien Hue Province (Vietnam) for ICM parallel site development; d) 
participation of PNLG in the East Asian Seas Partnership Council Meeting 
held in Tokyo (Japan) in July 2008, and e) publication of the papers 
presented in the 2007 PNLG Forum as well as the PNLG Charter in the 
December 2007 issue of Tropical Coasts. 

 
1.13. One of the highlights of the General Assembly was the formal induction of 

Guimaras Province (Philippines) as the newest member of the Network. 
Guimaras Province is the 24th member local government of the PNLG. The 
Honorable Felipe Hilan Nava, Governor of Guimaras, signed the PNLG 
Charter on behalf of the Province. Governor Nava, expressed Guimaras’ 
commitment to uphold the vision and mission of the PNLG; contribute to 
achieving the objectives of the Network and abide by its Code of Conduct.    

 
1.14. The PNLG Secretariat presented its report to the General Assembly 

focusing on the 2009 work programme and budget, which the meeting 
reviewed and adopted.  

 
1.15. The following are the highlights of the discussion: 

 
• Representation of PNLG in the EASPC – Dr. Chua Thia-Eng, Chair of 

the EASPC, referred to the provision of the PNLG Charter where it is 
stipulated that the network should be represented in the EASPC. By 
becoming a non-country partner of the Council, the voice of the local 
government will be heard and in the process will provide them the 
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opportunity to demonstrate their relevant contributions in the local 
implementation of the Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas 
of East Asia. The network will also derive benefit from networking with 
country and other non-country partners.  It was suggested that the 
PNLG will submit a formal application for its inclusion as non-country 
partner of the Council. Deliberation will be made during the EASPC 
Executive Committee meeting in July 2009 for endorsement in the next 
Council meeting.   

 
• Expanding the membership of PNLG – There are two categories of 

membership – the local governments being the regular or core 
members and associate members, which may include local government 
units outside of East Asia, local government associations, NGOs, 
universities and academic institutions and the private sector. The PNLG 
recognizes the importance of involving stakeholders in all aspects of its 
work at the local level. Expanding the membership will not only 
strengthen the network but will also enhance support for capacity 
development. The members agreed to endeavor to promote the PNLG 
to other relevant groups and organizations including the private sector. 

 
• 2009 work programme and budget – The PNLG Charter stipulates that 

the incumbent officers of the PNLG shall hold office for 3 years or until 
their successors are elected. The terms of office of the current officers 
will end in 2009. On a separate meeting with Prof. Lotilla, Mr. Pan 
conveyed his concern about the future programs and direction of the 
PNLG and suggested that the PNLG Secretariat in coordination with 
PEMSEA will convene a meeting to discuss this matter in addition to 
other concerns, such as the institutional strengthening of the PNLG 
Secretariat.  It was agreed that the second PNLG Executive Committee 
meeting will be organized to discuss the actions required from the 
General Assembly meeting, including the election of officers; 
strengthening of the PNLG Secretariat and plan for the conduct of the 
2009 Forum in Bataan (Philippines).  

 
• Strengthening the networking process within countries and publicizing 

PNLG across the region – Mr. Le Van Thu, representative from Thua 
Thien Hue Province (Vietnam), mentioned that the implementation of 
Prime Minister’s Decision 158 to scale up ICM in 14 coastal provinces in 
Vietnam will be greatly facilitated if there is participation of relevant 
ministries, such as the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
in the PNLG forum. The PNLG can serve as a platform for information 
sharing between the national and local governments and in the process 
would allow the national governments to be made aware of the needs 
and concerns of the local governments. In the succeeding PNLG 
forums, relevant agencies at the national level will be notified and 
invited to participate.  

 
Consideration will also be made in establishing a network of ICM 
alumni, which comprises of practitioners who participated in PEMSEA’s 
training/internship programs and are directly or indirectly involved in 
ICM implementation. The ICM alumni can be linked with the National 
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Task Force for ICM to be established at the different countries or the 
Regional Task Force depending on their level of competence and 
expertise. 
Dr. Fan Xiaojun, Executive Director of Macao Water, mentioned that the 
forthcoming 2009 Macao International Environmental Cooperation 
Forum and Exhibition can serve as a venue to promote the PNLG since 
the said gathering will involve local government partners from across 
China.  
 
Recruiting local government members from the region is not seen as a 
challenge among the members. Nam Dinh Province and Thanh Hoa 
Province (Vietnam) had expressed interest to become members of the 
PNLG.   

 
1.16. The Municipal Government of Sihanoukville handed over the PNLG flag to 

the Province of Bataan (Philippines) who confirmed its commitment to host 
the 2009 Forum and carry on the tradition of rotating the hosting of the 
PNLG Forum among the member local governments. The 2009 PNLG 
Forum will be held as one of the side events of the East Asian Seas 
Congress 2009 in Manila (Philippines). 

 
 
PNLG TECHNICAL WORKSHOP 
 

1.17. The Technical Workshop comprised of 3 sessions with 14 paper 
presentations. Session 1 tackled local water governance and transforming 
policy into action. Session 2 featured good water resource management 
practices from 5 PEMSEA ICM sites. Session 3 highlighted capacity 
development support for local governments. 

 
Sessions 1 and 2 
 

1.18. The presentations in Sessions 1 and 2 and the panel discussions provided 
a wealth of information on water resource use, protection and management 
as well as very useful insights for the local governments to take heed of.   

 
• PEMSEA showed the relevance of the Framework for Sustainable 

Development for Coastal Areas through ICM in strengthening local 
government’s approach to sustainable management of water resources. 
The integrated water resources management, which represents a 
paradigm shift in the governance of water use and supply management, 
was presented in particular, as a tool that can be applied within the 
framework of ICM.   

 
• ICLEI shared its experiences in pioneering a local water governance 

reform in Baguio City (Philippines). The initiative revolved on shifting the 
water reform agenda from sectoral to integrated water governance. The 
operationalization and institutionalization of the program called 
Sustainable Water Integrated Management and Governance has   
provided the necessary mechanism for managing the water resources 
of the city in an integrated manner.   
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• PPWSA showed its exemplary performance in initiating a culture of 

change within the organization and transforming a decrepit water supply 
system into a model public sector water utility that provides round the 
clock drinking water to Phnom Penh’s inhabitants. Only a quarter of the 
population used to receive piped water in 1993. Water service now 
covers 90 per cent of Phnom Penh area and its population. It was 
emphasized that the support from the Government of Cambodia and its 
development agencies is crucial in allowing tariff restructuring and 
rendering PPWSA operational and financial autonomy.  

 
• Macao Water highlighted its experiences in achieving sustainable water 

supply through private and public partnership. The partnership started in 
1985 when Sino-French Holdings Ltd. bought 85 per cent of Macao 
Water and signed a 25-year concession contract with the Macao 
government. The partnership boosted the utility’s performance and 
infrastructures producing a 24 hour supply of safe drinking water to 
Macao residents in less than 5 years.  By the 1990s, the entire water 
treatment and distribution system has been fully automated. Sino-
French Holdings’ successful experience in Macao has become an 
example of a good PPP model that is worthy of replication to the rest of 
China and in the region.  

 
• The case studies from the 5 ICM sites demonstrated the different 

approaches taken by local governments in water management. Despite 
the differences, all have a common goal, that is, to establish a water 
resource management system that serves society’s needs efficiently 
and equitably, at the same time promoting the sustainable conservation 
of water resources.   

 
 Bali (Indonesia) utilized a traditional system called Subak in managing 

its water resources, particularly for agriculture. Subak is a socio-
agriculture-religious community custom organization with the authority 
to ensure equity of water allocation among its members. There are 
1,610 Subaks in the whole of Bali Province.  The system also facilitated 
the involvement of the local government, the communities and other 
sectors that signficantly use water resources. 

 
 Selangor (Malaysia) utilized an integrated river basin management 

approach in ensuring sufficient and clean water supply, in improving 
storm water management as well as protecting and conserving the 
fireflies’ habitat, which are touted to indicate good water quality.  

 
 The Shihwa Lake (RO Korea) experience focused on improving the 

water quality of the lake through the construction of tidal power plant to 
increase seawater exchange and in managing non-point pollution 
sources for long-term watershed management.  

 
 Chonburi (Thailand) and Danang (Vietnam) are addressing challenges 

in water use management through the implementation of priority action 
programs identified in their respective coastal strategies. Activities 
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ranged from raising awareness and building capacity on waste 
management within the communities and along the watershed areas 
and promoting sustainable water use to address potential water 
shortage problem.  

 
1.19. The discussion revolved on the notion that there is water crisis and that 

water issues are not simple and solving them does not involve a one-size-
fits-all scenario.  Different approaches in water management can therefore 
be adopted based on local conditions. An integrated water resource 
management approach involving relevant agencies and sectors should be a 
common element in any program.   

 
Session 3 
 

1.20. The special session on capacity development was convened to highlight 
the training opportunities, technologies and technical support/services that 
are available to the member local governments.   

      
• The experience of Guimaras in responding to the 11 August 2006 oil 

spill disaster had provided the necessary introduction for OSRL EARL’s 
topic, which focused on the role of the local governments in building 
capacities for oil spill preparedness and response. Prior to the forum, 
OSRL EARL requested PEMSEA’s assistance to circulate to the 
member local governments a self-assessment questionnaire, which is 
designed to assist local governments determine their level of oil spill 
preparedness and response. The results of the survey, which will be 
made available, can be used by the local governments as guide in the 
development of their respective action plans in alignment with their 
country’s national oil spill contigency plan. A provincial oil spill 
contingency plan is seen as critical for local governments to develop 
since it is where the operational issues and challenges lie.  The local 
governments will be requested to complete the self-assessment 
questionnaires and submit them to PEMSEA.      

 
• MERIT, one of the eight “Areas of Excellence” in Hong Kong and 

PEMSEA’s first “Regional Center of Excellence” shared its variety of 
novel approaches, technologies and available services that can be 
utilized by local governments for monitoring environmental changes. 
MERIT emphasized that the novel technologies are easy to apply and 
are cost-effective. With appropriate technical training, local 
governments should be able to utilize these technologies in their effort 
to monitor changes in the coastal and marine environment and 
resources. As PEMSEA’s RCOE, MERIT expressed its commitment to 
provide the necessary assistance through research/scientific 
collaborations and short-term/informal and formal trainings in its area of 
expertise. 

 
• Korea Maritime Institute outlined the experiences and evolution of the 

application of the total pollution load management system (TPLMS) in 
Masan Bay, an enclosed bay in RO Korea characterized by heavy 
pollution loading from land-based activities. TPLMS was introduced in 
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2005 in conjunction with the setting up of appropriate strategies and 
policy alternatives to support its effective implementation. Stakeholders’ 
participation was a major component of the program. The establishment 
of a Community Advisory Council had been helpful in alleviating 
emerging issues like use conflicts.  

 
• The Coastal and Ocean Management Institute of Xiamen University, 

has taken advantage of its experiences in providing the necessary 
scientific and technical support to the Xiamen ICM program in its effort 
to strengthen its research and training capacity on ocean and coastal 
governance. COMI is offering the first graduate program on marine 
affairs in China and is providing opportunities to prospective students 
from the region to avail of scholarships, either from the Chinese 
Government or from Xiamen University. COMI agreed to have a special 
arrangement with PEMSEA wherein those qualified applicants 
recommended by the ICM sites will be considered as priority.            

 
1.21. The following points were discussed:   

 
• PEMSEA will act as an interface in linking the local government needs 

with relevant partner institutions.  
 
• One of the criteria in the selection of potential candidates for the various 

training opportunities will be direct involvement or support to ICM 
program implementation. Candidates can, for instance, complete their 
course works in Xiamen then conduct their special research at their 
respective sites. 

 
• Partner institutions will endeavor to share knowledge and advice 

concerning good practices on governance and scientific/technical 
aspects of their work that may benefit the local governments, including 
the transferability of technologies to the various sites.   

 
• PEMSEA will continuously promote opportunities to the local 

governments through web linkages with key partners and local 
government websites, where available.  

 
1.22. In closing, the participants appreciated the effort of the Municipal Government 

of Sihanoukville in organizing the PNLG forum and recognized unanimously 
the value of the forum in providing the right venue for knowledge sharing and 
networking.   

 
1.23. The representative from RO Korea announced the hosting of the 4th East 

Asian Seas Congress in 2012 by the Government of the Republic of Korea in 
conjunction with the Yeosu Expo, which will carry the theme “The Living 
Ocean and Coast”, and invited the PNLG to visit RO Korea in 2012.    

 
1.24. The Provincial Government of Chonburi (Thailand) on the other hand 

announced its intent to host the 2010 PNLG Forum, which the network 
accepted with pleasure.  
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Annex 1. 2008 PNLG Forum Program 
 

2008 PNLG FORUM 

19-21 November 2008 

Sihanoukville, Cambodia 
 

“Water Resources Protection, Utilization  

and Management” 

 
PROGRAM 

18 November, Tuesday 
 
1400 – 1700 

Arrival of participants 
Early registration 

19 November, Wednesday 
Opening Ceremony 
0800 – 0900 Registration 
0900 – 0915  Acknowledgements of Important Guests and Participan ts 
0915 – 0925  Welcoming Remarks 

Hon. Sbong Sarath 
Governor 
Municipal Government of Sihanoukville, Cambodia 

0925 – 0935  Opening Remaks 
Prof. Raphael P.M. Lotilla 
Executive Director 
PEMSEA Resource Facility 

0935 – 1000 Keynote Address 
H.E. Dr. Mok Mareth 
Senior Minister, Royal Government of Cambodia 
Minister, Ministry of the Environment, Cambodia  

1000 – 1015 Group Photo 
1015 – 1030 Coffee/Tea Break 
General Assembly of the PNLG 
Chair:     Hon. Pan Shi-Jian, PNLG President and Vi ce-Mayor, Xiamen Municipality (China) 
Co-Vhair:  Hon. Enrique T. Garcia, Jr., PNLG Vice P resident and Governor, Bataan 
Province 
           (Philippines) 
1030 – 1045 
 

Report of the PNLG Secretariat  
• First Executive Committee Meeting  
• Inclusion of PNLG as non-country partner of the Eas t Asian Seas 

Partnership Council 
• Contribution in the implementation of the Sustainab le Development 

Strategy for the Seas of East Asia 
Dr. Zhou Lumin 
Head, PNLG Secretariat 

1045 – 1100 
 

Induction of Guimaras Province (Philippines) as New  PNLG Member  
Signing of PNLG Charte r 
 

1100 – 1110  Statement of Guimaras 
Hon. Felipe Hilan A. Nava 
Governor 
Guimaras Province, Philippines 
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1110 – 1130 
 

Review and Adoption of 2009 PNLG Annual Work Progra mme  
Dr. Zhou Lumin 
Head, PNLG Secretariat 

1130 – 1230  Discussion 
1230 – 1400 Lunch 

Technical Workshop  
Session 1: Local Water Governance – From Policy to Practice 
Chair:  Dr. Chua Thia-Eng 
        Chair, East Asian Seas Partnership Council 
1400 – 1420  The Framework for Sustainable Development of Coasta l Areas – 

Addressing  Water Use and Supply Management through  Integrated 
Coastal Management  
Mr. Stephen Adrian Ross 
Chief Technical Officer 
PEMSEA Resource Facility 

1420 – 1440  Sustainable Water Integrated Management and Governa nce  
Mr. Victorino E. Aquitania 
Regional Director 
International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) Southeast Asia   

1440 – 1500 The Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority Experience  
H.E. Ek Sonn Chan 
General Director 
Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority, Cambodia  

1500 – 1520  Achieving Sustainable Water Supply in Macao, China - A 25-year 
Partnership with the Private Sector  
Dr. Fan Xiaojun 
Executive Director 
Macao Water Supply Co., Ltd., Macao, SAR China 

1520 – 1535  Coffee/Tea Break 

1535 – 1645  Facilitated Discussion 
• Challenges and opportunities in local water governance  
• Innovative approaches/practices and technologies for water resource 

management at the local level 
• Addressing water resource management within the framework of 

integrated coastal management and integration with other similar 
frameworks (e.g., IWRM) 

Identification of Priority/Strategic Actions for Lo cal Governments on Water 
Governance and Management  

1645 – 1700 Summary and Recommendations 
1900 – 2100 Dinner Reception  

Host: Sihanoukville Municipal Government 
20 November, Thursday 
Session 2 – Good Water Resource Management Practice s from the PEMSEA ICM Sites    
Chair:  Prof. Raphael P.M. Lotilla 
        Executive Director, PEMSEA Resource Facilit y    
0830 – 0845  Recap of previous day’s activities and outputs 

Introduction to present day’s activities 
Sihanoukville PMO 

0845 – 0900   Case Study 1 (China) 
0900 – 0915 Case Study 2 (Indonesia)  
0915 – 0930  Case Study 3 (Malaysia)    
0930 – 0945  Case Study 4 (Philippines)  
0945 – 1000  Case Study 5 (RO Korea)  
1000 – 1015  Case Study 6 (Thailand) 
1015 – 1030  Case Study 7 (Vietnam) 
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1030 – 1045  Coffee/Tea Break 
1045 – 1145  Facilitated Discussion  

Integration of Identified Strategies/Approaches on Water Governance and 
Management into the Sustainable Development for Coa stal 
Areas/Integrated Coastal Management Framework 

1145 – 1200  Summary and Recommendations 
1200 – 1400 Lunch 
Special Session – Capacity Development Support for Local Governments  
Chair:  Mr. S. Adrian Ross 
        Chief Technical Officer, PEMSEA Resource fa cility 
1400 - 1415 Responding to an Oil Spill Disaster: The Case of Gu imaras Island, 

Philippines  
Engr. Evan Anthony Arias 
Supervising Planner 
Provincial Planning and Development Office 
Guimaras Province, Philippines  

1415 – 1430 The Role of Local Governments in Building Oil Spill  Preparedness and 
Response Capability 
Capt. Daniel Chan 
Regional Advocacy Coordinator 
Oil Spill Response and East Asia Response Limited 
Singapore 

1430 – 1445  Novel Approaches and Technology in Environmental Ma nagement for a 
New Era  
Prof. Rudolf Wu 
Director 
Centre for Marine Environmental Research and Innovative Technology 
Hong Kong, SAR China 

1445 – 1500  Pollution Total Load Management System (PTLMS) for Masan Bay, RO 
Korea 
Dr. Won Keun Chang 
Senior Researcher 
Korea Maritime Institute, RO Korea 

1500 – 1515  ICM Research and Training 
Dr. Xue Xiongzhi 
Vice President 
Coastal and Ocean Management Institute, Xiamen University, PR China 

1515 – 1530  Coffee/Tea Break 
1530 – 1645  Dialogue on Capacity Needs of Local Governments  
1645 – 1700 Summary and Recommendations  
1700 – 1730  Closing 
Evening Free time 
21 November, Friday 
Field Trip  
0730 – 1600 Sites to be Visited 

• Sihanoukville Autonomous Port  
• Sewage Treatment Facility   
• Stung Hav Freshwater Reservoir  
• Occheauteal Beach 
• Angkor Cambrew 
• Ean Yean Pagoda 

1900 – 2100  Farewell Dinner  
Host: PEMSEA Resource Facility 

22 November, Saturday  – Departure of participants and guests 
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Annex 2: List of Participants – 2008 PNLG Forum 
 

 
CAMBODIA  
 
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT 
 
Dr. Mok Mareth 
Senior Minister, Minister of Environment 
 
Mr. Long Rithirak  
Deputy Director General 
 
Mr. Kim Nong   
Deputy Director  
Education Department 
 
Mr. Yin Sam Ray   
Deputy Director  
Planning and Legal Affair  
 
Mr. Hak Channy   
Director  
Wetland and Coastal Management 
Department 
 
Mr. Kosal Kuch 
Finance Department 
Koh Kong 
Ministry of Environment 
 
Mr. He Simen 
Officer 
Ministry of Environment 
 
Mr. Vin Bunnang 
Deputy Education (Cameraman) 
MOE 
 
OTHER MINISTRIES 
 
Hon. Vann Sophana   
Director 
Inspector’s Headquarter  
Forestry Administration  
 
Mr. Tang Sochettra 
Mine and Energy 
Ministry of Industry, Mines and Energy  
 
 
Mr. Bunnak Hang 
Urban Planning and Construction  
Ministry of Land Management  
 

Mr. Seng Tong 
Vice Chief  
Office of Floid Dorecasting 
Ministry of Water Resources and Meteorology  
 
Mr. Sam Monorom 
Deputy Director of Local Administrative 
Ministry of Interior 
 
ACADEME 
 
Mr. Seak Sophat    
Senior Lecturer/Researcher 
Royal University of Phnom Penh 
 
Mr. Hoy Sereivanthanak Reasey   
Senior Lecturer/Researcher 
Royal University of Phnom Pen    
 
Dr. Kunthy Sok 
Vice lecturer 
Royal University of Agriculture 
    
INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS 
 
Ms. Ngin Navirak    
Program Coordinator 
SGP-UNDP Phnom Penh 
 
Mr. Va Moeun    
Director  
Mlup Baitong Organization  
 
LOCAL PARTICIPANTS (SIHANOUKVILLE ) 
 
Hon. Sbong Sarath 
Governor 
Sihnaoukville 
 
Mr. Prak Sihara 
Deputy Governor and PMO Director 
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Chev Kimheng 
Deputy Governor and Vice Director of PMO 
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Meas Vuthy 
Deputy Governor  
Sihanoukville 
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Mr. Phai Phan 
Deputy Governor 
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Chin Sarin 
Deputy Governor 
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Tok  Kim Say 
Deputy Governor 
Sihanoukville 
 
Ms. Prak Chan Sokha 
Deputy Governor 
Sihanoukville 
 
Hon. Sar Ioeun 
Deputy Governor 
Koh Kong Province 
 
Mr. Shuong Sivvuth 
Deputy Governor 
Kampot Province 
 
Mr. Leng Loeung 
Vice Governor 
Kep City 
 
Mr. Sam Sam Arth 
Chief of Cabinet 
Sihanoukville Municipal Hall 
 
Mr. Sok Phan 
Vice Chief of Cabinet 
Sihanoukville Municipal Hall 
 
Mr. Norng Soyeth   
Director  
Marketing Department  
Sihanoukville Autonomous Port 
 
Mr. Ravoun Laykaing 
Assistance of Director of FAGI 
Forestry Administration 
 
Mr. Pum Sotha 
Director 
Inspector’s Headquarter  
Fisheries Administration 
 
Mr. Duong Sam Art   
Chief 
Kompongsoam Fisheries Administration  
 
 
 

Mr. Hem Saroeun   
Director  
Department of Environment  
 
Mr. Neou Ratana 
Director of Agriculture Department  
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Kwem Bunaeng 
Director 
Department of Environment 
Kampot Province 
 
Mr. Prak Chanroeun   
Director 
Department of Industry, Mine and Energy 
 
Mr. Ang Chandara   
Director 
Department of Water Resources and 
Meteorology 
 
Mr. Kung Somphors 
Director, Dept. of Environment 
Kep City 
 
Mr. Soem Sytha   
Head 
Water Supply Treatment Plan 
 
Mr. Sok Saroeun 
Deputy Director 
Department of Public Works and Transports 
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Hun Phy  
Deputy Director 
Department of Land Management and 
Construction 
 
Mr. Chea Bachhun 
Vice Chief 
Local Administration Unit 
Sihanoukville 
 
Mr. Prak Prakat 
Deputy Director 
Department of Industry, Mine and Energy 
 
Mr. Kung Samoeun   
Governor  
Mittapheap District 
 
Mr. Chheng Leang   
Deputy Governor  
Mittapheap District 
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Mr. Ban Sarom   
Governor  
Prey Nop District 
 
Mr. Nop Phean   
Deputy Governor  
Prey Nop District 
 
Mr. Chey Vison   
Governor  
Stung Hav District 
 
Mr. Tith Vuthy 
Deputy Governor 
Stung Hav District 
 
INDONESIA 
 
BALI  
 
Mr. I Gede Puto Wardana 
PMO Director  
Head, Environmental Board 
(BAPEDALDA) 
Jl. Hayam Wuruk No. 69   
Denpasar 80233, Bali 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62 361 235-036 
Fax: +62361 243-294 
Email: icm_bali@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Ir. Anak Agung Gede Alit 
Sastrawan 
Head, Division for Controlling  
Environmental Board  
Bali Province, Indonesia  
 
Mr. Ir. Ketut Suryadarmadi  
Head, Division for Conservation  
Environmental Board  
Bali Province, Indonesia  
 
Mr. Drs. Gede Suarjana 
Head, Technical Implementation Unit  
Environmental Board 
Bali Province, Indonesia  
 
Hon. I Wayan Geredeg  
Regent 
Karangasem Regency   
JL. Ngurah Rai No. 31 Amlapura  
Bali 80811, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 363 21001 
Fax: +62 363 21954 
 

Mrs. Ni Ketut Sujani  
Head, Plantation Group  
Karangasem Regency 
Bali Province, Indonesia 
   
Mr. I Wayan Artha Dipa  
Head, Planning Board 
Karangasem Regency   
Bali Province, Indonesia 
 
Mrs. Ni Wayan Sukrini  
Head, Environmental Board  
Karangasem Regency  
Bali Province, Indonesia 
  
Mr. Ir. Komang Kasmana   
Secretary, Environmental Board  
Karangasem Regency  
Bali Province, Indonesia 
  
Mr. I Wayan Sukadana  
Head, Legislative Assembly  
Karangasem Regency 
Bali Province, Indonesia 
 
Mr. I Gusti Bagus Karyawan 
Vice of Head II  
Legislative Assembly  
Karangasem Regency 
Bali Province, Indonesia 
 
Hon. Drs. Putu Bagiada  
Regent  
Buleleng Regency 
107 Gajah Mada Street  
Singaraja, Bali 81151 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62 362 23532 
Fax: +62 362 23532 
 
Mr. Ir. Wayan Pasek Swastika  
Head, Environmental Board  
Buleleng Regency 
Bali Province, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 362 24680 
Fax: +62 362 22923 
 
Hon. N. Adi Wiryatama  
Regent  
Tabanan Regency 
Bali Province, Indonesia 
 
Mr. I Ketut Sudiarta 
Lecturer/Researcher 
Fishery and Marine Science Department   
Warmadewa University 
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Jalan Terompong, Denpasar City 
Bali Province, Indonesia 
Tel: +62 361 223858 
Fax: +62 361 235073 
Email: ikt_sudiarta@yahoo.co.id 
 
SUKABUMI  
 
Hon. Marwan Hamami 
Vice Head, Sukabumi Regency  
Head, PCC Sukabumi ICM Project 
Jl. Siliwangi No. 10   
Palabuhanratu, Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-436428 
Email: marwan_hamami@yahoo.co.id 
 
Mr. Dudu Abdurachman 
Head, Commission II for Development,  
Environmental and Legislative Board 
Sukabumi Regency 
Komp. DPRD Jajaway 
Palabuhanratu, Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-434126 
Fax: +62-266-436428 
 
Mr. Dana Budiman 
Head, Agriculture Agency  
Jl. Cimaja Km 10 
Cisolok, Palabuhanratu 
Indonesia 
Tel: +62-266 436 408 
Fax: +62-266 436 407 
Email: dana.budiman@yahoo.co.id 
 
Mr. Iman Adinugraha 
Member, Legislative Board 
Sukabumi Regency 
Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-431467 
 
Mr. Wawan Witarnawan 
Head 
Highway and Water Resources Section 
Road and Water Resources 
Management Agency 
Sukabumi Regency, Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-434821 
 
Mr. Iyos Somantri 
Head, Youth, Sport and Tourism Agency 
Sukabumi Regency 
Jl. Siliwangi No. 10  
Palabuhanratu, Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-434700 
 
 

Mr. Rasyad Muhara 
Head, Subsection of Environment Impact 
Assessment 
PMO Sukabumi ICM Project  
Environment Board 
Sukabumi Regency  
Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-436428 
Email: rasyad92@yahoo.com 
 
Mrs. Nunung Nurhayati 
Head, Subsection of Biodiversity and Coastal  
Environment Board 
Sukabumi Regency 
Indonesia 
Telefax: +62-266-436428 
 
LAO  PDR 
 
Mr. Bounkhon Bounchit  
Head of Provincial Cabinet  
Sekong Province  
PO Box: 15000  
Lao PDR 
Fax: +856 38 211013  
 
Mr. Bounkham Photisane 
Chief  
Provincial Water Resource and Environment 
Office 
Champasak Province  
Lao PDR 
Tel: +856 22 66661  
 
Mr. Phetdavong Bounmesavath  
Director  
Water Resource and Environment Office  
Coordinator, XIRBMP for Sekong 
Sekong Province 
Lao PDR  
Tel: +856 38 211214  
Fax: +856 38 211214  
 
Mr. Sengsoulivanh Inthachack 
Deputy Director 
Champasak Water Resource and Environment 
Office 
Champasak Province 
Lao PDR  
Tel: +856 31 213997  
Fax: +856 31 213827 
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Mr. Syheng Homsombath 
Head  
Provincial Cabinet. 
Provincial Government of Saravane 
Water Resources and Environment 
Office 
1st Floor, Saravane Provincial 
Administrative Office 
Vatkhang Village, Saravane District, 
Saravane Province 
Lao PDR 
Tel: +856 20 9833901-5048978 
Fax: +856 34 211270-212011 
 
Mr. Ounheune Leusisamouth 
Deputy Director  
Provincial Water Resources and 
Environment Office 
Provincial Government of Saravane 
Water Resources and Environment 
Office 
1st Floor, Saravane Provincial 
Administrative Office 
Vatkhang Village, Saravane District, 
Saravane Province 
Lao PDR 
Tel: +856 34 211863 
Fax: +856 34 211863 
 
MALAYSIA  
 
Mrs Haslina Binti Amer  
Engineer 
Selangor Water Management Authority 
(SWMA) 
LUAS   
Selangor River IRBM Project 
Email: haslina@luas.gov.my 
 
Ms Noraini Binti Roslan  
Director  
Town and Country Planning 
Klang Municipal Council 
Email: noraini@mpulang.gov.my 
 
PR CHINA 
 
Prof. Mao Bin 
Senior Ocean Management Consultant 
Department of International Cooperation  
State Oceanic Administration  
1 Fuxinngmenwai Avenue 
Beijing 100860, PR China  
Tel : [86][10]6801-9791 
Fax : [86][10]6804-8051 

Email: mao@comra.org 
 
XIAMEN 
 
Hon. Pan Shi-Jian 
Vice Mayor 
Xiamen Municipal Government 
No. 61 North Hubin Road  
Xiamen 36102 
PR China      
 
Mr. Huang Feng 
Director 
Xiamen Foreign Affairs Office 
3/F Tuanjie Bldg. 
No. 16 Changqing Road 
Xiamen 361012, PR China 
 
Mr. Cao Guohua  
Vice Director 
Xiamen Municipal Government 
No. 61 North Hubin Road  
Xiamen 36102 
PR China      
 
HAIKOU  
 
Mr. Lu Yongliang 
Deputy Chief 
Haikou Oceans and Fisheries Bureau 
Haikou City, PC China 
Mobile: [86]13876760576 
 
PHILIPPINES 
 
BATAAN  
 
Mr. Alexander Baluyot  
PMO Director 
Bataan ICM Program 
c/o Governor’s Office, Provincial Capitol 
Compound 
Balanga City, Bataan, Philippines 
Tel: +63 47 2371012; 7916174 
Telefax: +63 47 2372413 

      Email: pmo_bataan@yahoo.com 
butch_baluyot@yahoo.com 
 
CAVITE 
 
Ms. Anabelle L. Cayabyab  
Supervising Environmental Management 

Specialist 
Head, ICM Division 
Environment and Natural Resources Office 
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Provincial Government of Cavite 
Trece Martires City  
Cavite, Philippines  
Telefax: +63 46 4190916 
Email: pgenro.icm_cavite@yahoo.com 
ana_daluyong@yahoo.com 
 
GUIMARAS  
 
Hon. Felipe Hilan A. Nava 
Governor 
Province of Guimaras 
Provincial Capitol 
San Miguel, Jordan 5045 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
Email: felipehilan@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Gualberto Galia 
Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office 
Provincial Capitol 
San Miguel, Jordan 5045 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
Email: galiagualberto@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Avelino Gonzaga 
Provincial Board Member 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
Email: guimplanning@gmail.com 
 
Hon. Samuel Gumarin 
Mayor 
Municipality of Buenavista 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
 
Ms. Charry Galia 
Provincial Economic Development 
Officer 
Provincial Capitol 
San Miguel, Jordan 5045 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
Email: 
charry_pedoguimaras@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Anna Maria Nava 
Chapter Admnistrator 
Red Cross Guimaras Chapter 
Provincial Capitol 
San Miguel, Jordan 5045 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
 
Mr. Evan Anthony Arias 
Planing Officer 
Provincial Capitol 
San Miguel, Jordan 5045 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 

Email: guimplanning@gmail.com 
 
Ms. Juneline De la Cruz 
Project Development Officer 
Provincial Capitol 
San Miguel, Jordan 5045 
Province of Guimaras, Philippines 
 
RO KOREA 
 
Mr. Nam Won Kim    
Deputy Director 
Ministry of Land, Transport and Maritime Affairs 
Seoul, RO Korea 
Tel: 82-2-5045647   
Fax: 82-2-5037303  
Email: nmkim@mltm.go.kr 
 
Ms. Hee Jeong Yun 
Assistant Director 
Gyeonggi Province 
RO Korea 
Tel: 82-31-2493928 
Fax: 82-32-2492676 
Email: taeng002@gg.go.kr 
 
Mr. Won Keun Chang 
Researcher 
Korea Maritime Institute 
Seoul, RO Korea 
Tel: 82-2-21052909 
Fax: 82-2-21052779 
Email: wkchang@kmi.re.kr 
 
Mr. Gu Sung Lee 
Researcher 
Korea Maritime Institute 
Seoul, RO Korea 
Tel: 82-22105-2956 
Fax: 82-2-21052779 
Email: Jessie@kmi.re.kr 
 
Ms. Kye Sook Lee 
Korea Ocean Research and Development 
Institute, Seoul, RO Korea 
Tel: 82-32-4006169 
Fax: 82-31-4007616 
Email: leeks13@kordi re.kr 
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THAILAND  
 
Hon. Rattananont Tanee  
Vice Mayor  
Sriracha Municipality 
Thailand  
 
Hon. Wittaya  Chaojareonrat  
Vice Mayor  
Chonburi Municipality 
Thailand 
Email: wityach@yahoo.com 
 
Hon. Traithep Thosavongchai 
Vice Mayor  
Sattahip Municipality 
Thailand 
 
Ms. Chutharat  Wongsomboon 
Municipal Clerk  
Chonburi Municipality 
Thailand 
 
Ms. Onvara Karapin 
Deputy Municipal Clerk  
Chonburi Municipality 
Thailand 
 
Ms. Nisakorn Wiwekwin  
Community Public Health Officer 
Chonburi Municipality 
Thailand 
Tel: +66 38 312607 
Fax: +66 38 312607 
Email: nisakorn_w@hotmail.com 
 
Dr. Suriyan Tunkijjanukij 
Dean of Fishery Faculty 
Kasetsart University 
Thailand 
Tel: +66 2 9428936 
Fax: +66 2 9427447 
Email: ffisser@ku.ac.th 
 
Dr. Praparsiri Barnette  
Assist. Professor 
Department of Aquatic Science 
Faculty of Science, Burapha University 
Chonburi, Thailand 
Tel: 66 38 102222 ext 3093 
Fax: 66 38 393491 
Email: praparsi@buu.ac.th 
 
 

VIETNAM  
 
DANANG  
 
Hon. Van Huu Chien 
Vice Chair 
Danang People’s Commiittee 
42 Bach Dang Street 
Danang, Viet Nam 
Tel: +84 511 822062 
Fax: +84 511 821286 
Email: vanhuuchien@dng.vnn.vn 
 
Mr. Nguyen Dieu 
Director 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment 
57 Quang Trung Street 
Danang, Viet Nam 
Tel: +84 511 837735 
Fax: +84 511 810107 
 
Ms. Pham Thi Chin 
PMO Danang 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment 
57 Quang Trung Street 
Danang, Viet Nam  
Tel: +84 511 837735 
Fax: +84 511 810107 
Email: icmdng@dng.vnn.vn  
 
QUANG NAM 
 
Mr. Nguyen Ngoc Dung  
Deputy Director 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment 
Quang Nam Province 
Vietnam 
Email: dungngocmt@gmail.com 
  
Mr. Pham Hong Son 
Director  
Sub-Department of Enviromental Protection 
Quang Nam Province 
Vietnam 
Tel: 84 510 3859532 
Fax: 84 510 3838800 
Email: soutnnet@gmail.com 
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Ms. Nguyen Hoang Yen 
Quang Nam PMO 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment 
100 Hung Vuong St. 
Tam Ky, Quang Nam Province 
Vietnam  
Email: hoangyen041@yahoo.com 
 
THUA THIEN HUE 
 
Mr. Le Van Thu 
Director  
Investment Promotion 
Chan May Lang Co Economic Zone 
15 Nguyen Hue St. 
Hue City, Viet Nam 
Tel: 84 - 54 -831324 
Fax: 84-54 834675 
Email: Thu_levan@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Nguyen Van Ngoc 
Deputy Director 
Department of Natural Resources and 
Environment 
115 Nguyen Hie St  
Thua Thien Hue Province 
Vietnam  
Tel: +84 54 810364 
Fax: +84 54 825389 
Email: nvngoc@ymail.com and 
nvngoc.tnmt@thuathienhue.gov.vn 
 
RESOURCE SPEAKERS  
 
Mr. Victorino Aquitania 
Regional Director 
ICLEI-Local Governments for 
Sustainability Southeast Asia 
Secretariat  
The Manila Observatory Ateneo de 
Manila University Loyola Heights,  
1108 Quezon City, Philippines 
Telefax:+63-2 / 4260851 
E-mail: iclei-seasia@iclei.org 
Website: www.iclei.org/sea 
 
Dr. Ek Sonn Chan 
General Director 
Phnom Penh Water Supply Authority 
No. 45 Mohaksat Treiyani Kossamak 
12201 Phnom Penh 
Cambodia 
 
 

Dr. Fan Xiaojun  
Executive Director 
The Macao Water Supply Co., Ltd. 
718 Avenida de Conselheiro  
Borja, Macao 
SAR China 
Tel: +853 2826 6860 
Fax: +853 2922 1283 
Email: xy.fan@macaowater.com 
 
COMI 
 
Prof. Zhang Luoping 
Vice President 
Coastal and Ocean Management Institute 
(COMI) 
Xiamen University 
Xiamen, Fujian Province, PR China 
Tel: +86-592-2185855 
Fax: +86-592-2186913 
Email: lpzhang@xmu.edu.cn 
 
Dr. Xue Xiongzhi 
Coastal and Ocean Management Institute 
(COMI) 
Xiamen University 
Xiamen, Fujian Province, PR China 
Tel: 86-592-2184161  
Fax:86-592-2181875  
Email: xzxue@xmu.edu.cn  
 
Ms. Ye Liangying 
Secretary 
Coastal and Ocean Management Institute 
(COMI) 
Xiamen University 
Xiamen, Fujian Province, PR China 
Tel: 86 592 2184161 
Fax: 86 592 2181875 
Email: yely@xmu.edu.cn 
 
EASPC 
 
Dr. Chua Thia-Eng 
Chair 
East Asian Seas Partnership Council (EAS PC) 
c/o PEMSEA Resource Facility 
DENR Compound, Visayas Ave. 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Fax: 63 2 926 9712 
Email: chuate@pemsea.org and 
chuathiaeng@gmail.com 
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MERIT 
 
Prof. Rudolf Wu 
Director, Area of Excellence: Centre for 
Marine Environmental  
    Research and Innovative Technology 
(MERIT) 
Director, Centre for Coastal Pollution 
and Conservation 
City University of Hong Kong 
Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon 
Hong Kong 
Tel: 852 2788-7401  
Email: BHRSWU@cityu.edu.hk 
 
OSRL EARL 
 
Capt. Daniel Chan 
Indonesia Advisor 
Regional Advocacy Coordinator 
Oil Spill Response and East Asia 
Response Limited (OSRL EARL) 
No 2 Jalan Samulun 
Singapore 629120 
Tel: +65 6266 1566 
Fax: +65 6266 2312 
Email: danielchan@osrlearl.com 
 
ORGANIZERS 
 
PEMSEA RESOURCE FACILITY 
 
Prof. Raphael P.M. Lotilla 
Executive Director 
PEMSEA Resource Ffacility 
DENR Compound, Visayas Ave. 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel: 63 2 929 2992 ext 108 
Fax: 63 2 926 9712 
Email: rlotilla@pemsea.org  
 
Mr. Stephen Adrian Ross 
Chief Technical Officer 
PEMSEA Resource Facility 
DENR Compound, Visayas Ave. 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel: 63 2 929 2992 ext 116 
Fax: 63 2 926 9712 
Email: saross@pemsea.org 
 
Ms. Kazumi Wakita 
Programme Officer - Partnership 
Programs 
PRF Resource Facility 

DENR Compound, Visayas Ave. 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel: 63 2 922 2992 ext 107 
Fax: 63 2 926 9712 
Email: kwakita@pemsea.org 
 
Ms. Nancy Bermas 
Senior Country Programme Manager  
PEMSEA Resource Facility 
DENR Compound, Visayas Ave. 
Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines 
Tel: 63 2 922 2992 ext 115 
Fax: 63 2 926 9712 
Email: nbermas@pemsea.org 
 
PNLG SECRETARIAT 
 
Dr. Zhou Lumin  
Deputy Director General and Director, Xiamen 
ICM Project 
Xiamen Ocean and Fisheries Bureau 
Xiamen Municipal Government  
10/F Labor Building  
No 191 Changqing Road 
Xiamen 361012 PR China 
Tel : +86 592 53996363 
Fax: +86 592 5396313 
Email: zlm.hyj@xm.gov.cn, 
pnlg.secretariat@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Lin Huaiyuan 
Division Director 
Xiamen Oceans and Fisheries Bureau 
10th Flr. Labor Building 
No. 191 ChangQing Road,  
Xiamen 361012 PR China 
Tel: +86 592 5396321 
Fax: +86 592 5396399 
Email: lhy.hyj@xm.gov.cn 
 
Ms. Ye Qing 
Staff 
Xiamen Oceans and Fisheries Bureau 
10th Flr. Labor Building 
No. 191 ChangQing Road,  
Xiamen 361012 PR China 
Tel: 86 592 5396327 
Fax: 86 592 5396399 
Email: yeqingfang@163.com 
 
LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE  
 
Hon. Sbong Sarath 
Chair, Local Organizing Committee 
Governor  
Sihanoukville  
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Hon. Prak Sihara 
Vice Chair, Local Organizing Committee 
Deputy Governor  
Sihanoukville     
 
Hon. Chev Kimheng    
Vice Chair, Local Organizing Committee                         
Deputy Governor  
Sihanoukville    
 
Hon. Phai Phan  
Vice Chair, Local Organizing Committee  
Deputy Governor  
Sihanoukville                        
 
Hon. Ms. Prak Chan Sokha 
Vice Chair, Local Organizing Committee  
Deputy Governor  
Sihanouk Ville   
 
 Hon. Lou Kim Chhun 
Vice Chair, Local Organizing Committee  
Chairman General Director  
Sihanoukville Autonomous Port   
 
MEMBERS OF THE LOCAL ORGANIZING 
COMMITTEE  
 
Brigadier General Mr Tak Vantha  
Commissioner of Police Station            
 
Colonel Mr. Hean Nean 
Commander in Chief  
Military Police Station   
 
Mr. Sok Phan                
Vice-Chief  
Municipal Cabinet 
  
Mr. Ghov Serey Chanthorn   
Head 
National Treasury of Sihanoukville  
Mr. Heng Sok Neourn  
Head 
Economic an Financial Section     
     
Mr. Hem Saroeun     
Director  
Department of Sihanoukville   
 
 

Mr. Nop Heng    
Director  
Department of Public Work and Transports 
 
Hon. Kong Samoeun    
Governor  
Mittapheap District    
 
Mr. Mai Van Seoung    
Director  
Financial of Sihanoukville   
 
Mr. Ngoun Rak Smey   
Head 
CINTRI Waste Collection Company  

 
Mr. Prak Visal 
Chief 
Public Relation and International Cooperation 
Office 
Municipal Hall  
 
CONTACT PERSON FOR LOC 
 
Mr. Prak Visal  
Project Management Office 
Sihanoukville National ICM  
Demonstration Project 
Mondol 3, Sangkat 3, Khan Mittapheap 
Municipality of Sihanoukville 
Cambodia 
Tel: +855 34 933-994 
Fax: +855 34 933-996 
Email: visalpmo@yahoo.com 
  
Ms. Nay Sally 
Project Management Office 
Sihanoukville National ICM  
Demonstration Project 
Mondol 3, Sangkat 3, Khan Mittapheap 
Municipality of Sihanoukville 
Cambodia 
Tel: +855 34 933-994 
Fax: +855 34 933-996 
Email: sallynay@gmail.com 
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Annex 3 
 
 
 
 

 
 

2008 PNLG Forum 
 

“Water Resources Protection, Utilization and Management” 
Sihanoukville, Cambodia �19-21 November 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 
 
 

Welcome Message 
 

National, International distinguished guest, all the participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
Welcome to the Beach town of Cambodia-Sihanoukville! 
 
 On behalf of the Municipal Government of Sihanoukvilles and the Local 
Organizing Committee (LOC), I am pleased to welcome you to participate in the subject 
forum, which the local government is cordially hosting and jointly organizing with PEMSEA 
and the PNLG Secretariat.  

 
We are glad that this forum on “Water Resource Protection, Utilization and 

Management” for PEMSEA Network of Local Government for Sustainable Coastal 
Development (PNLG) is held in Sihanoukville. This is such a good opportunity for the 
representatives from the participating countries at the international and national and 
municipal level and our partner in the region to discuss measures on how we can 
implement the SDS-SEA for protecting the marine environment. 

 
As you maybe aware, Sihanoukville (City of Charm) has gained high reputation in 

Cambodia for its pristine beaches. It is important to note that currently, the tourism industry 
of Sihanoukville is concentrated near beach area. And that tourism industry in 
Sihanoukville is an important sector in the national economy of Cambodia. It is also the 
only deepwater seaport, and a home to Ream National Park, the country only the marine 
national park which was established in 1995. 

 
As situated in the favorable and potential geographical area endowed with the 

natural resources, Sihanoukville has been determined by the Royal Government of 
Cambodia as one of the strategic poles for the development of national economy. 

Hon. Sbong Sarath 
Governor of Sihanoukville  
Municipal Government of Sihanoukville, 
Cambodia 
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However, Sihanoukville’s coastal resources and environment face various threats 

from different sources. These threats include pollution, over-exploitation of resources, 
destructive fishing, habitat degradation and uncontrolled development.  

 
One again, I would like to avail myself of this opportunity to wish you everyone, 

peace, prosperity, an enjoyable stay in Sihanoukville! May you achieve the objectives of 
the 2008 PNLG Forum and have a fruitful discussion and successful field trip during the 
forum events. 

 
Thank you! 
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Keynote Speech of Dr. MOK Mareth 

Senior Minister, Minister of the Environment  

19 November 2008, Sokha Hotel, Sihanoukville, Cambo dia 

 

Our distinguished guests:  

 

� Prof. Raphael Lotilla, the Executive Director of the PEMSEA Resource 

Facility; 

� Dr. Chua Thia-Eng, Council Chair of the EAS Partnership Council and my 

long time friend; 

� Hon. Pan Shi-Jian, PNLG President and Vice-Mayor, Xiamen Municipality 

(China) 

� Governor Sbong Sarath of the host of the Municipality of Sihanoukville,  

� Honorable Governors, Mayors, Regents, Directors of Cabinets from the 

region; 

� Our expert speakers, representatives from national and local agencies,  

provinces and municipalities;  

� Our colleagues from the international organizations;  

� Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen.  

 

It is an honor and a privilege to be with you all on this year’s forum of the 

PEMSEA Network of Local Governments Forum for Sustainable Coastal Development. 

On behalf of the Ministry of Environment and the Royal Government of Cambodia, I 

would like to express our sincere appreciation to the PNLG Secretariat, the PEMSEA 

Resource Facility and the Municipal Government of Sihanoukville for organizing this 

important event. Getting us all here in Sihanoukville is no easy task. For those who have 

worked hard to make this happen, my sincerest appreciation. 
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Ladies and Gentlemen  

 

In economic terms, the World Bank projects that private water management could be 

worth $1 trillion by 2021. In the May 2000 issue of Fortune magazine, it predicted that 

water is about to become 'one of the world's great business opportunities', and that 'it 

promises to be to the 21st century what oil was to the 20th'. For now, however, 

developing countries have yet to recognize this potential. 

 

In the 1970’s, the idea of buying bottled water - the idea of paying for something that 

is abundant - is unthinkable. More than 20 years later, the unthinkable has happened. All 

things considered – from production of bottled water to distribution, I will not be surprised 

if a liter of bottled water is more expensive than the liter of gasoline. 

 

People fear drinking contaminated water but do not seem to care about the daily 

wastes and pollution which render drinking water, unsafe. Many people would always 

choose the easy way out – they would rather pay for bottled water than clean up their 

environment and set up the necessary infrastructures and facilities to have access to 

safe drinking water in a sustainable manner.   

 

This year’s theme on “Water Resources Utilization and Management” is very timely, 

as countries walk halfway towards the supposed fulfillment of the Millennium 

Development Goals. Time is catching up on us and there is every reason to be 

concerned, that we are still far to be getting there. It is estimated that about 640 million 

people in Asia still have no access to water, which creates a serious problem on food 

security in many Asian developing countries since nearly 90 per cent of total water use is 

consumed by the agricultural sector. Similarly, productivity, health and poverty will have 

terrible consequences on the lives of more than 2 billion people who do not have access 

to sanitation.  

 

Ironically, East Asia has one of the world’s substantial volume of freshwater from 

major rivers including the Mekong, Yellow and Red River, among others. With a 

watershed area of about 6.25 million square kilometers, it can not be denied that 

region’s socio-political and economic lifeline is anchored on its water resources.   
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     Within the context of sustainable coastal development, water resource management 

will remain to be a critical factor, particularly in urbanizing coastal areas. With increasing 

tourism initiatives, port and shipping industries and oil exploration, it is expected that by 

2015, rate of urban population in developing Asian countries,  will increase by 27 per 

cent, and by 2025,  this will have grown by 60 percent, creating more challenges in 

terms of water management. Without getting any farther, Sihanoukville is now 

experiencing this trend.  

 

The issue of water resources utilization and management can not be taken in 

isolation. It is a broad management concern that touches several equally challenging 

concerns such as pollution, sanitation, food security, hazard and habitat protection, 

among others.  

 

More importantly, the governance aspect which answers the fundamental questions 

of policy, legislation, institutional arrangements, capacity and information dissemination, 

are critical concerns in managing water resources in the region.  From what I see, it is 

unfortunate that governance has not matured well enough to accommodate a faster 

response rate to manage water resources. For many officials, water management still 

takes the backseat. Management intervention still remains to be reactive – we only act 

faster in times of crisis.   

 

      In an effort to move away from this mentality, Cambodia’s commitment to pursuing a 

sustainable management of water resources is exemplified in the Rectangular Strategy 

and National Strategic Development Plan. These strategic plans identify the water 

sector’s contribution in poverty alleviation through:  

(1) improved rural livelihoods, and nutrition through better water management in 

agriculture and fisheries 

(2) improved access to safe drinking water and sanitation  

(3) improved disaster prevention measures  

(4) sustained conservation of aquatic ecosystems and biodiversity for the benefit of 

future generations 

 

These areas are very much consistent with the Sustainable Framework for Coastal 

Development thru Integrated Coastal Management.  
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Recently, the Royal Government also enacted the Law on Water Resources 

Management of the Kingdom of Cambodia which promotes the integrated approach to 

water resources management. We believe that the problem on water management is 

more complex and can not be solved by a single sector alone. Many countries such as 

the Philippines, Singapore and other countries, are way ahead when it comes to water 

resources management, but I would like to think that we are getting there. Through this 

forum, we hope that we will learn from other countries’ experiences.  

 

There should be more venues like this where local governments and stakeholders 

can articulate their needs and come up with concrete actions that can be implemented in 

the region. 

 

In as much as water resources management and utilization are important aspects in 

attaining the objectives of international agreements and national commitments, national 

government should make a stronger effort to ensure that policies and programs at the 

national level should find their way to communities, municipalities, provinces and 

regencies to generate benefits at the local level.  

 

Macro level policies and pronouncements should find resonance in local 

implementation. Local governments are in close contact with the stakeholders and are 

able to reach out and provide immediate support to stakeholders. You are the ones in 

the front line when emergencies happen. You are the ones who truly understand the 

situation on the ground. You are the ones who talk to people everyday.  

 

There is an urgent need to bridge the gap between policy making and 

implementation through decentralization and deconcentration, giving the local 

governments not only the administrative powers but the “power of the purse” so that they 

have the financial capacity to act accordingly.  

 

In the same manner, donors and the private sector should provide the necessary 

resources that would promote sustainable water use, protection and management. 

Private sectors, in particular, can make a huge difference by investing in infrastructures 

to promote access to water in coastal communities. Donor agencies should also ensure 
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that support is channeled to priorities of countries and not only towards the direction of 

funding agencies’ visions. Many resources are wasted when stakeholders are excluded 

from the processes of consultations and implementation.  

 

But these are easier said than done. It takes a lot of effort in convincing national and 

local agencies, private sectors and donors to put water resources as top priority. Water 

management requires strong leadership, conviction and competence.  

 

The next two days should provide us with the strategic direction for all PNLG 

members, so that when you go back to your countries and localities, we all have a clear 

path on which way to go in managing our water resources in our respective countries. 

The time has come for us to stop talking and do more walking.   

 

Local governments are the key to creating changes and pushing forward changes on 

water resources management. If the political scientists are correct, the local 

governments are the key to preventing the disaster. We hope that this year’s forum will 

form part of that effort, no matter how small that may seem. Let us be part of the 

solution.  

 

Now, I would like to declare the PLNG Forum OPEN. 

   

 

 

      Thank you and good luck! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


