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11th EAS PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING             PC/19/DOC/11 

Agenda Item: 11.0 (Technical Session) 

 

PEMSEA and the Decade of Ocean Science 

 

1.0 Introduction 

 

1.1. The seas of East Asia face a very fluid and dynamic future. The region will be subject to 

multiple challenges and opportunities that is expected to influence a new generation of 

policies and innovations across shifting baselines.  

 

1.2. The PEMSEA Post-2020 Futures Report Strategy aims to set the stage and the course for 

PEMSEA to respond actively and effectively to the challenges and opportunities that the 

Seas of East Asia will face.  Based on forecasts, the biggest challenges post-2020 include 

climate change, overexploitation of marine resources, marine pollution and ocean-based 

trade and industry.  

 

1.3. PEMSEA intends to strengthen its position as a major international body for East Asia that 

provides solutions for sustainable seas in the region post-2020. As the partnership looks to 

a complex future ahead, PEMSEA will pursue closer cooperation with partners and 

stakeholders in strengthening ocean and coastal governance, in the application of new and 

emerging technologies and in engaging with the  private sector. 

 

1.4. With the UN’s proclamation during the General Assembly on 5 December 2017 of the Decade 

of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development (2021-2030), where the next ten years will 

mobilize ocean stakeholders worldwide to ensure ocean science can fully support countries 

in achieving their 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the opportunity for PEMSEA’s 

country and non-country partners to jointly identify and establish the priority research and 

development (R & D) agenda post-2020 and build a network of experts based on the 

identified trends and areas for cooperation is very timely and critical.  

 

1.5. In support of the development of an R & D agenda and capitalizing on the opportunities that 

will be provided by the Decade of Ocean Science, this report presents the following: 

 

1.5.1. Past and ongoing collaborative activities and initiatives with various partners that were 

implemented since the adoption of the Haikou Partnerships Agreement where science 

and policy interface have been pursued. 

 

1.5.2. Summary of priority R & D needs in the EAS Region, as identified in the SDS-SEA 

Implementation Plan 2018-2022, the recommendations from the 2018 East Asian 

Seas Congress and pipeline of approved projects and concepts that PEMSEA will be 

coordinating and implementing with various partner agencies and countries in the EAS 

Region over the next 5 years.   

 

1.5.3. Potential collaborators and partners, tools and approaches that can be leveraged to 

support the R & D and Ocean Science Agenda in the EAS region.  
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1.5.4.  Draft Terms of Reference for the R & D and Science-Policy Working Group. 

 

2. Research and Development Agenda Post-2020 in the EAS Region 

 

2.1. Annex 1 shows the collaborative arrangements that PEMSEA has entered into with various 

non-country partners and other agencies, including regional programmes in the form of 

MOAs, MOUs, LOCs and LOAs since the adoption of the Haikou Partnerships Agreement in 

2006. The 25 agreements covered a diverse set of joint initiatives that essentially built 

capacity for improved awareness and need for stronger science-policy interface, had 

generated data, information, scientific knowledge and knowledge products capturing good 

practices that supported policy, strategic planning and implementation of management 

programs that addresses issues ranging from climate change, biodiversity conservation, 

pollution prevention, fisheries/sustainable livelihood development and water use and 

conservation. More importantly, the collaboration has also instituted a standard monitoring, 

evaluation and reporting of progress in support of SDS-SEA implementation and in achieving 

the SDGs. PEMSEA will undertake a review of the value and benefits, including impacts and 

lessons learned derived from the collaborative efforts with partners with a view of further 

strengthening the collaborative planning process; in effectively utilizing the outputs in the 

development of the EAS R & D agenda post-2020, and identifying mechanisms for the 

continuing engagement of the partners as part of the network that will be established to 

implement the R & D agenda.  

 

2.2. Annex 2 outlines the priority R & D needs in the East Asian Seas Region post-2020 which 

is organized according to the SDS-SEA priority governance and management programs. The 

proposed R & D Agenda for the EAS Region post-2020 based on the identified needs of the 

countries is summarized below: 

 

Research and Development Agenda 

Management Programs 

Biodiversity 
conservation and 
fisheries 
management 

▪ Application of coastal use zoning/marine spatial planning tool 
▪ Economic valuation of ecosystem services 
▪ Science-based approaches in mKBA identification, establishment and 

networking 
▪ Establishing ecological network of MPAs and Transboundary Protected Areas 
▪ Assessment of management effectiveness of MPAs 
▪ Blue carbon/green infrastructure pilot projects and scaling up 
▪ Scaling up areal coverage of MPAs in line with Aichi Biodiversity Target 11 
▪ Coastal habitat restoration and monitoring 
▪ Coastal ecosystem database and information management 
▪ Feasibility studies for development, financing and implementation of priority 

investment projects in MPAs 
▪ Assessment of social, economic and environmental impacts of biodiversity 

conservation 
▪ Coastal habitat survey and assessment  
▪ Standard indicators for healthy and resilient habitats (e.g., coral reefs, 

seagrass, mangroves), and methodologies for gathering and assessing 
relevant data 

▪ EAFM planning and implementation  
▪ Fisheries certification/eco-labelling 
▪ IUU fishing and bycatch reduction 
▪ Community-monitoring, control and surveillance 
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Research and Development Agenda 

▪ Scientific and socioeconomic assessments to support development of 
sustainable fisheries management programs/EAFM, and assessing cost-
effectiveness of different management interventions 

▪ Value-chain analysis, market surveys, value-addition and other tools to 
support the development of sustainable and environment-friendly livelihood 
programs 

Climate change 
adaptation and 
disaster risk 
reduction 
management 

▪ Risk and vulnerability assessment of climate change and impacts on different 
sectors (fisheries; aquaculture; ecotourism; coastal communities; livelihoods; 
infrastructure) and marine ecosystems (wetlands; coral reefs; mangroves; 
seagrass; beaches; other habitats) 

▪ Capacity development in ecosystem-based CCA/DRRM 
▪ Tracking of blue carbon gains and losses 
▪ Climate change impact pathways on fisheries  
▪ Innovative projects on application of blue economy solutions on CCA/DRRM 
▪ Pollution emissions/GHG reductions in representative ports 
▪ Low carbon, alternate energy solutions in port operation 
▪ Green shipping/green ports strategy and road map development 
▪ Best Available Technologies for decarbonization of shipping, ports and 

hinterland transport 
▪ Targeted research on interrelation between global GHG and local air pollution 

conditions and social impacts from maritime related emissions in port areas 
and host cities 

Pollution reduction 
and waste 
management 

▪ Pollution load assessment and total allowable pollutant loading development 
▪ Assessment of ecosystem carrying capacity for integrated management of 

priority river basins and coastal areas  
▪ State of River Basin reporting system 
▪ Investment projects in pollution reduction/nutrient management, solid waste 

management/plastics management, water supply management and water 
resources conservation 

▪ Integrated river basin management/S2S programs in priority river basins and 
LMEs/sub-regional areas 

▪ IRBM specialized skills training  
▪ Targeted research on marine litter and plastics   
▪ BAT/BEP measures to reduce/mitigate releases of plastics 
▪ Socioeconomic impacts of plastic pollution and reduction measures 

▪ Application of innovative technologies, financing and PPP mechanisms for 
pollution management 

▪ Sub-regional oil spill contingency plan for the Gulf of Thailand 

▪ Oil spill response system and procedures 
Governance Programs 

Ocean 
governance and 
strategic 
partnerships 

▪ Regional and national State of the Coasts reports  
▪ ICM scaling up to cover priority coastal and watershed areas   
▪ ICM Code and Certification System for local governments 
▪ Online tracking system to monitor local government’s contribution to SDGs 
▪ Transboundary Diagnostic Analysis, SAP and NAP development, 

implementation and monitoring 
▪ Cooperation mechanisms for transboundary, corridor-level and establishment 

of peace parks   

Knowledge 
management and 
capacity building 

▪ Regional knowledge sharing, education and capacity building platform  
▪ ICM professional certification system 
▪ Sustainable business award certification system 
▪ Traineeship for young professionals and visiting scholars/postdoctoral research 

programs 
▪ Massive online courses for special skills training 
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Research and Development Agenda 

▪ Targeted research projects providing scientific data, tools and methodologies 
to PNLC, RCOE, scientific institutions and universities 

▪ Use of Earth Observations 
▪ Mentoring and twinning between PNLG-PNLC, across MPA networks, river 

basins, etc. 
▪ Monitoring, evaluation and reporting and preparation of ecosystem-health 

report cards, SOC reports incorporating SMART indicators 
▪ Training of Trainers 
▪ Translation of guidelines, handbooks and manuals 
▪ Communication planning  
▪ Technology transfer and cooperation  
▪ Knowledge products to support replication and scaling up 

Blue economy 
investment and 
sustainable 
financing 

▪ Investments in blue economy projects  
▪ Application of innovative financing mechanisms 
▪ Assessment of benefits from blue economy investments 
▪ Sustainable business alliances and network 
▪ Stakeholder involvement in science-based approach in blue economy 

development 
▪ Ocean accounts for ocean health conservation programs and financing 

 

2.3. Benefits that can be derived from the R & D Priority Areas of the Decade of Ocean Science 

vis-à-vis EAS Region R & D agenda is summarized below.    

 

Decade of Ocean Science R & D Priority Areas 

Comprehensive digital 
atlas for the ocean 

▪ Comprehensive ocean maps will include parameters of the physical, 
biological, chemical and geological environments, ecosystems, cultural 
objects, boundaries, resources, etc, that will be useful for the shipping 
and transport community, weather and ocean forecasters, fishing 
industries, marine resource managers, coastal cities and communities 
vulnerable to sea level rise, tsunami and tropical cyclones. 

▪ Allows consolidation of existing knowledge, review of requirements, 
potentially new research and development and comprehensive 
assemblage  

Comprehensive ocean 
observing system  

▪ Global Ocean Observing System expansion to include additional 
measurements in the deeper ocean, and in the domains of 
biogeochemistry, biology and ecosystems. 

▪ Allows better understanding of weather, climate and future state of 
marine ecosystem and resources. 

Quantitative 
understanding of ocean 
ecosystems and their 
functioning 

▪ Capacity development for imaging in near real-time the life in the ocean 
by applying emerging technologies such as Environmental DNA 
sampling or e-DNA. The new technologies will help researchers to 
better understand the functioning of deep-sea ecosystems, measure the 
cumulative impacts of ocean stressors and define the carrying capacity 
of ocean ecosystems to sustain human impacts and economic 
development. 

▪ Offers potential to guide adaptation of certain ecosystems (e.g., coral 
reefs) to new climatic and environmental conditions.  

Data and information 
portal 

▪ Providing an open access, well maintained data portal and making the 
information globally available will allow advances across scientific 
disciplines as well as enable scientific exploration within and among data 
alone and in some cases making discoveries without having to collected 
a single new measurement. 
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Decade of Ocean Science R & D Priority Areas 

▪ New data and information technologies should be employed taking 
oceanography into the world of big data. IT companies are willing to 
technologically support the required research and development.   

Integrated multi-hazard 
warning system 

▪ Incorporating ocean components into emerging or existing multihazard 
warning systems and to more effectively use the ocean information for 
warnings of ocean-related hazards at a variety of time scales from 
immediate threats (tropical storms) to long-term high impact events 
(droughts, heat waves, etc.) 

Ocean in earth-system 
observation, research 
and prediction  

▪ Engaging unconnected modeling groups and industries into a design of 
a future multi-scale ocean observation and prediction system. Social 
science studies and short- and long-term economic analyses of the 
ocean sustainability and the role of ocean science are required. 

▪ Quantitative assessments of tangible benefits and appreciation of 
intangible assets related to the ocean can be additional catalyst to act 
stronger on land-based sources of pollution or unsustainable ways of 
fishing and aquaculture. 

Capacity building and 
accelerated technology 
transfer, training and 
education, ocean literacy 

▪ Strengthening existing capacity development, training and education and 
set in motion the transfer of marine technology (TMT) mechanisms. 
Infrastructure, training and teaching materials exist in many 
organizations. Their potential will be better sustained and potentially 
multiplied once the TMT Clearing House is in place linking supply and 
demand in capacity development, training and education. 

▪ An ocean literacy programme of activities will be designed targeting 
school students, reaching out to decision-makers, governmental 
authorities and the public at large.  

Ocean science, data and 
information to inform 
policies in support of the 
SDGs 

▪ Provide ocean science data and information to inform policies for a well-
functioning ocean in support of all SDGs of 2030 Agenda. 

 

2.4. Rolling out the EAS R & D Agenda will require the application of a diverse and extensive set 

of tools, methods, approaches and processes which are in the domain of PEMSEA’s non-

country partners and other collaborators and partners. Annex 3 identifies potential 

partners/collaborators, along with relevant sustainable development themes, nature of 

specialized knowledge, tools and approaches offered by each collaborator that can be 

tapped to benefit the country partners and the region as regard advancing the R & D agenda. 

The list of partners and tools is preliminary and will be enhanced as consultation on the R & 

D agenda continues.    

 

2.5. Rolling out the EAS R & D agenda also requires expert guidance. Annex 4 presents the draft 

Terms of Reference for the proposed R & D and Science-Policy Working Group who shall be 

tasked to guide the Technical Session in developing and refining the priority R & D agenda 

post-2020 in line with the requirements and priorities of the SDS-SEA, the Decade of Ocean 

Science and the SDGs. The decisions and recommendations from the Technical Session 

regarding the establishment and operationalization of the RD-SP WG, including the list of 

priority R&D activities will be shared for information, reference and consideration at the 

Regional Stakeholder Consultations of the IOC-UNESCO Decade of Ocean Science to be 

held in Japan on 31 July to 03 August 2019, where multilateral and bilateral donors and 

PEMSEA country and non-country partners will be present to contribute in the formulation of 

the ocean science policy priorities for the EAS region.  
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3. Actions for consideration by the Council 

 
The Council is invited to: 
 
3.1 Review and comment on the proposed R & D Agenda post-2020; 
3.2 Share relevant programs and projects (current and/or planned) that would contribute to 

implementing the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2018-2022, the PEMSEA Post 2020 report 
and Decade of Ocean Science and/or any specific projects in the pipeline; 
 

3.3 Share their view on the creation of working group that would guide the Technical Session in 
developing and refining the priority R & D agenda post-2020 in line with the requirements and 
priorities of the SDS-SEA, the Decade of Ocean Science and the SDGs; 

 

3.4 Recommend measures to move forward the R & D Agenda post 2020.  
 

*** 
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Annex 1. Collaborative arrangements undertaken with Partners since the signing of the Haikou Partnership Agreement in 2006 

 Inclusive Date Partner Areas of Cooperation  

1 September 2005 – 
December 2006 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory 
and Plymouth Marine 
Applications, Ltd. (PML) 

Memorandum of Understanding for Enhancing 
Collaboration and Share Experiences and Knowledge in 
the Sustainable Use and Management of Coastal and 
Marine Areas 

Sharing of experiences and lessons learned in integrated 
management applications; capacity strengthening of PEMSEA partner 
countries 

2 December 2006 – 
December 2010 

National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Technical assistance and capacity development to address land-
based sources of pollution, IRBCAM, ecosystem approaches to 
managing climate change and sharing of scientific, technical and 
programmatic information on regional activities 

3 December 2006 – 
December 2010 

International Oceanographic 
Commission of UNESCO 
Sub-Commission of the 
Western Pacific 
(IOC/WESTPAC) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Information exchange on the state of coastal and marine environment; 
joint organization of meetings, workshops and science-based training 
courses, including study tours; development and implementation of 
site-specific activities related to marine pollution prevention and 
reduction, livelihood creation and application of PPP approach 

4 December 2006 – 
December 2010 

Department of Sustainability 
and Victorian Coastal 
Council 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Build awareness, share information, experiences, impacts and lessons 
learned of the respective programs and enhancing networking 
opportunities and collaboration 

5 December 2006 – 
December 2009; 
December 2010 – 
December 2015 

Yellow Sea Large Marine 
Ecosystem (YSLME) Project  

Letter of Cooperation on the Implementation of SDS-SEA Collaborative planning in project development and implementation of 
YSLME SAP and SDS-SEA, including SOC reporting, sharing of 
information of EBM of river basins, estuaries and adjacent coastal 
seas  

6 December 2006 – 
December 2015 

International Environmental 
Management of Enclosed 
Coastal Seas Center 
(EMECS) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Capacity development on water pollution reduction from land-based 
sources; joint organization of workshops and seminars focusing on 
ICM, pollution reduction, environmental education and preservation 
and protection of coastal and marine resources; preparation of SOC; 
participation in the IRBCAM twinning network; data sharing and 
information exchange  

7 December 2006 – 
December 2015 

Coastal Management Center 
(CMC) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Joint implementation of capacity building programs and activities, 
including conduct of training courses and exchange programs in ICM; 
publication of newsletters and training and educational materials 

8 December 2006 – 
December 2015 

Conservation International 
Philippines (CIP) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Co-sponsorship of meeting, workshops and conferences on marine 
protected area, conservation and management of marine ecosystems 
and biodiversity; conduct of study tours and training courses on ICM 
and biodiversity conservation; knowledge and information sharing  

9 December 2007 – 
December 2015 

International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources, Asia 
Regional Office (IUCN-ARO) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Environment and Resources and 
Governance of the Seas of East Asia 

Networking, research, capacity building, technical assistance, project 
development and implementation related to coastal and marine 
policies, marine protected area, climate change, etc. and information 
and knowledge sharing and replication of good practices       
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 Inclusive Date Partner Areas of Cooperation  

10 October 2007 – 
December 2012 

Northwest Pacific Action 
Plan (NOWPAP) Regional 
Coordinating Unit 

Letter of Cooperation for the Protection of Marine and 
Coastal Environment of the Seas of East Asia 

Sharing of experiences, data and information and capacity building on 
marine pollution monitoring and assessment, marine environmental 
emergency preparedness and response, IRBCAM and SOC reporting  

11 April 2008 – 
December 2010 

Oil Spill Response and East 
Asia Response Limited 
(OSR) 

Memorandum of Understanding for Implementation of 
International Conventions Relating to Oil Spill in Support of 
SDS-SEA 

Capacity building and technical support on implementation of 
international conventions related to oil spill preparedness, response, 
cooperation and compensation 

12 October 2008 – 
June 2009  

Korea Environment Institute 
(KEI) 

Letter of Agreement for the Development of National ICM 
Policy in DPR Korea 

Policy support to DPR Korea 

13 December 2008 – 
May 2009  

Korea Maritime Institute 
(KMI) 

Letter of Agreement on the Implementation of SDS-SEA Capacity building om IRBCAM; cooperative activities with Cambodia 
and DPR Korea 

14 September 2009 – 
February 2010 

Korea Environment Institute 
(KEI) 

Letter of Agreement for the Organization of a Workshop at 
the 2009 EAS Congress  

Innovative technologies on water management in rapidly growing cities 

15 November 2009 – 
March 2011 

PEMSEA Network of Local 
Governments (PNLG) 

Letter of Cooperation for Sustainable Development and 
Management of Marine and Coastal Environment and 
Resources in the Seas of East Asia 

ICM implementation and mainstreaming of ICM programs into local 
government’s development plans  

16 December 2009 – 
July 2010 

Korea Environment Institute 
(KEI) 

Letter of Agreement on Study of Coastal Area and 
Taedong River Basin and Integrated Management in DPR 
Korea 

Capacity building for ICM scaling up and management of Taedong 
River DPR Korea 

17 February 2010 – 
December 2012 

German Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ) 

Letter of Cooperation for Sustainable Port Management in 
the ASEAN Region  

Enhancing awareness and capacity of ports in safety, health and 
environmental management programs in accordance with international 
standards, regulations and conventions and ensuring continual 
improvement of such programs   

18 December 2010 – 
December 2015 

International Ocean Institute 
(IOI) 

Letter of Cooperation for the Sustainable Development of 
Marine and Coastal Resources and Governance of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Networking and linkages with regard to training, research, information 
sharing and other capacity building activities 

19 July 2011 – 
December 2014  

Korea Marine Environment 
Management Corporation 
(KOEM) 

Memorandum of Understanding for Sustainable Marine and 
Coastal Management in the East Asian Seas region 

Knowledge sharing and capacity building on climate change 
adaptation, oil spill preparedness and response and marine 
conservation and management 

20 May – December 
2015 

Korea Maritime Institute 
(KMI) 

Letter of Agreement for the Organization of a Workshop on 
Economic Valuation of Coastal Ecosystem Services and 
Marine Spatial Planning  
 
Organization 2nd Training on Marine Ecosystem Services 
Valuation and Spatial Management Tools at the 2015 EAS 
Congress 

Promotion of wide use of ecosystem valuation and marine spatial 
planning tools and methodologies 
 
Capacity building on the application of ecosystem valuation and spatial 
management tools 

21 May 2015 – June 
2016 

Ocean Policy Research 
Institute (OPRI), Sasakawa 
Peace Foundation 

Letter of Agreement for the Organization of a Workshop on 
Coastal and Ocean Governance in the Seas of East Asia 
and the Workshop on ICM Scaling up at the 2015 EAS 
Congress 

Documentation of progress, achievements, impacts and lessons 
learned in ocean and coastal government and ICM scaling up 
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 Inclusive Date Partner Areas of Cooperation  

22 September – 
December 2015 

ASEAN Center for 
Biodiversity (ACB) 

Letter of Agreement for the Organization of a Workshop on 
ICM Scaling up at the 2015 EAS Congress 

Documentation of progress, achievements, impacts and lessons 
learned in ocean and coastal government and ICM scaling up 

23 July 2016 – 
December 2021 

International Petroleum 
Industry Environmental 
Conservation Association 
(IPIECA) 

Letter of Cooperation for Sustainable Development and 
Management of the Marine and Coastal Environment of the 
Seas of East Asia 

Collaborative planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of 
programs and projects in support of SDS-SEA; development of 
knowledge products; conduct of training programs and seminars on oil 
spill preparedness and response; valuation of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services and marine ecosystem conservation; data and 
information exchange on research on the coasts and oceans and 
technical guidelines 

24 June 2017 – 
December 2010; 
extended to 
December 2015 

Ministry of Land, Transport 
and Maritime Affairs 
(MLTMA) and Korea 
Maritime Institute (KMI) 

Memorandum of Agreement on the Establishment of the 
Secretariat for the PEMSEA Integrated River Basin and 
Coastal Area Management Network 

Capacity development in IRBCAM 

25 July 2017 – 
December 2020 

National Marine Biodiversity 
Institute (MABIK) 

Memorandum of Understanding to Implement Mutually 
Agreed Activities for the Sustainable Marine and Coastal 
Management in the Seas of East Asia 

Knowledge sharing, capacity building in marine biodiversity 
management and conservation, scientific monitoring of marine 
biodiversity projects 
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Annex 2.  Priority Research and Development Agenda Needs in the East Asian Seas Post 2020   

 Biodiversity 
Conservation and 

Fisheries Management 

Climate Change 
Adaptation and Disaster 

Risk Reduction and 
Management 

Pollution Reduction and 
Waste Management 

Ocean Governance and 
Strategic Partnerships 

Knowledge 
Management and 
Capacity Building 

Blue Economy 
Investment and 

Sustainable Financing 

SDS-SEA IP 2018-
2022  

- Coastal use zoning 
scheme/MSP guiding 
planning, monitoring, 
surveillance, financing 
and management 
processes 

- Assessment of 
socioeconomic and 
ecological benefits of 
biodiversity conservation 

- Science-based 
approaches in mKBA 
identification and 
networking 

- METT application 
- Blue carbon/green 

infrastructure pilot 
projects and scaling up 

- Innovative blue carbon 
financing mechanisms 

 

- Policy dialogues on 
integrating ecosystem-
based CCA/DRRM 
agenda 

- Access to improved 
capacity development 
opportunities in 
ecosystem-based 
CCA/DRRM 

- Outputs from scientific 
studies and research 
translated into 
knowledge products 

- Innovative 
projects/project 
proposals applying blue 
economy solutions on 
CCA/DRRM 

- Pollution 
emissions/GHG 
reductions in 
representative ports 

- Low carbon, alternate 
energy solutions in port 
operation 

- Strategy and road map 
for green shipping/green 
ports in support of blue 
economy 

- Accession to and/or 
compliance to 
international 
conventions and 
agreements, including 
building awareness on 
the needs and 
benefits, access to 
training and technical 
assistance 

- Adoption of sub-
regional oil spill 
contingency plan for 
the Gulf of Thailand  

- Investment projects in 
pollution 
reduction/nutrient 
management, solid 
wastes/plastics 
management, water 
supply management 
and water resources 
conservation  

- Project proposals Ion 
integrated river basin 
management/S2S 
programs in priority 
river basins and 
LMEs/sub-regional 
areas 

 
-  

- Regional and national 
SOC reports to monitor 
impacts and benefits of 
SDS-SEA 
implementation 

- Innovations in policy, 
regulatory, 
environmental, 
economic and financial 
instruments 

- Legislative agenda 
identifying proposed 
new 
developments/reforms 
in national ocean policy, 
institutional 
arrangements and 
legislation 

- New projects to support 
ICM scaling up 

- ICM Code and 
Certification System for 
PNLG members 

- PNLG online tracking 
system to monitor local 
government contribution 
to SDG 6, 11, 13 and 14   

- Regional knowledge-
sharing, education and 
capacity building 
platform operational 

- ICM professional 
certification system 

- Sustainable business 
award certification 
system 

- Traineeship for young 
professionals and 
visiting 
scholar/postdoctoral 
research programs 

- Massive online courses 
for special skills training 

- Targeted research 
projects providing 
scientific data, tools and 
methodologies 
developed and 
promoted among NCPs, 
PNLC, RCOE, scientific 
institutions and 
universities 

- Investments in blue 
economy projects (e.g., 
wastewater, sustainable 
tourism, sustainable 
fisheries/aquaculture, 
alternative livelihoods, 
climate change 
adaptation, etc.), 
including feasibility 
studies, financing 
mechanisms, business 
plans and partnership 
arrangements 

- Application of 
innovative financing 
mechanisms, including 
blue finance scheme 

- Assessment of benefits 
derived from blue 
economy investments 
using agreed 
governance, 
partnership, 
socioeconomic, 
ecological and other 
impact indicators 
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 Biodiversity 
Conservation and 

Fisheries Management 

Climate Change 
Adaptation and Disaster 

Risk Reduction and 
Management 

Pollution Reduction and 
Waste Management 

Ocean Governance and 
Strategic Partnerships 

Knowledge 
Management and 
Capacity Building 

Blue Economy 
Investment and 

Sustainable Financing 

EAS Congress 
2018 
Recommendations 

- Achieving Aichi 
Biodiversity Target 11 

(10% of coastal and 
marine areas, 
especially areas of 
particular importance 
for biodiversity and 
ecosystem services 
are covered my PA 
and other effective 
area-based 
conservation 
measures) seascapes. 

- Improved tracking of 
blue carbon gains and 
losses 

- Quantification of GHG 
emissions and 
removals 

- Climate change 
vulnerability 
assessments, 
adaptation and 
resilience planning 

- Climate change 
mitigation and 
adaptation through 
NDC 

 

- Targeted research on 
marine litter and plastics 

- Application of innovative 
technologies, financing 
and PPP mechanisms 

- Regional approach to 
S2S governance and 
management  

- ICM certification for 
PNLG members 

- Achieving SDG 14 
targets (Life Below 
Water) 

- Application of new and 
innovative tools for 
planning and 
implementation of ICM 

- Use of Earth 
Observation in 
environmental 
management  

- Mentoring and twinning 
between PNLG-PNLC 

- Network of maritime 
and port sector 

- Regional Sustainable 
Business Alliance for 
Oceans to tackle 
specific issues (e.g. 
plastics pollution) 

- Ocean energy sources 
to combat climate 
change 

- Stakeholder 
involvement in science-
based approach in blue 
economy 

- Utilizing ocean 
accounts for ocean 
health conservation 
programs and financing 

- State of the Coasts 
reporting 

Pipeline of Approved Projects and Concepts 

ATSEA2 Project1 - EAFM implementation 
for shared stocks and in 
area-specific fisheries in 
Indonesia (red snapper 
and shrimp); Timor 
Leste (mackerel 
fisheries) and Papua 
New Guinea (artisanal 
fisheries). 

- Fisheries improvement 
projects in Indonesia 

- Regional collaborative 
assessment of climate 
change impacts on 
marine and coastal 
ecosystems and 
resources and fisheries 

- Decision-making 
guidance toolkit 

- Case study on climate 
change impact pathways 
on an ATS area-specific 

- Assessment of 
coastal/marine pollution 
hotspots (sources and 
sinks of contaminants) 

- Controls of point and 
non-point sources of 
pollution 

- Oil spill response 
system and procedures 
 
 

- Analysis of regionally 
specific political and 
legal frameworks to 
assess options for a 
sustainable ATS 
regional governance 
mechanism 

- Policy harmonization 
(national and local) to 
support SAP/NAP 
implementation 

- Translation of guidelines 
and handbooks on 
integrated approaches 
to marine and coastal 
management, 
biodiversity conservation 
and climate change 
adaptation 

- Training of Trainers  

 

                                                           
1 Implementation of the Arafura and Timor Seas Regional and National Strategic Action Programs (ATSEA2); Second Phase of the Arafura Timor Seas Ecosystem Action (ATSEA) 

Program (Indonesia, Timor Leste and Papua New Guinea) 
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(red snapper and 
shrimp) and Papua New 
Guinea (barramundi 
fisheries) 

- Development of 
fisheries profile, value 
chain analysis and 
preassessment for 
certification/eco-labelling 

- Reduction of IUU fishing 
and bycatch 

- Community monitoring, 
control and surveillance 

- Ecosystem valuation 
studies 

- Database on coral, 
mangroves, seagrass 
beds 

- Marine protected area 
establishment and 
networking; assessment 
of management 
effectiveness 

- Marine turtle protection 
and conservation 

fishery that may be 
affected by sea 
temperature and 
circulation patterns, 
acidification, frequency 
and severity of extreme 
events, sea level rise 
and associated 
ecological changes 

- Financing plan for 
implementation of ATS 
SAP and NAPs 

- Transboundary 
diagnostic analysis 
updating, SAP and 
NAPs incorporating 
improved understanding 
on climate change 
impacts 

- SMART indicators to 
monitor SAP/NAPs 
implementation 

- Communication strategy 
to disseminate best 
practices 

IRBM Project2   - Biophysical, 
socioeconomic and 
demographic profiles of 
priority basins/sub-
basins and coastal 
areas, including 
governance and 

 - Regional IRBM 
knowledge portal 

- IRBM knowledge 
products 

- State of River Basin 
Report guideline 

- RB-IIMS, TPL manuals 

 

                                                           
2 Reducing Pollution and Preserving Environmental Flows in the East Asian Seas through the Implementation of Integrated River Basin Management in ASEAN Countries 
(Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Vietnam) 
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management 
arrangements 

- Rapid assessment of 
land-based pollutant 
loadings and sources 
using total pollutant 
loading models 

- Analysis of competing 
uses and users of water 
to assess existing and 
future water uses 

- State of River Basin 
reporting system 

- Feasibility studies for 
hotspot locations in 7 
priority river basin/sub-
basin and coastal areas 

- Technical and financing 
options for IRBM pilot 
projects 

- IRBM Guide for 
Improved Governance 
and Management of 
Rivers and Coastal 
Areas in the ASEAN 
Region 

- IRBM strategies and 10-
year action plan 

- Water quantity and 
quality data collection, M 
& E mechanisms and 
capacities i 

- IRBM specialized skills 
training  

- IRBM governance and 
management indicators   
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IKI Project3  - Maritime related GHG 
reductions in port areas 
and host cities 

- Capacity building using 
GloMEEP toolkits 

- National maritime GHG 
emissions inventories for 
both national and 
international fleets 

- Port energy analysis and 
emissions inventories for 
low carbon, low pollution 
solutions and optimized 
ship-port-hinterland 
transport connectivity 

- Regional maritime GHG 
mitigation policy and 
institutional framework 

- Regional SAP and NAPs 
on maritime GHG 
reduction and clean 
ports compatible to 
ASEAN Transport 
Strategy and IMO GHG 
Strategy 

- Regional and national 
roadmaps for reduction 
of GHG, air pollution 
from shipping and ports 

- Best Available 
Technologies for 
decarbonization of 

  - Technology 
cooperation/transfer 
approaches for blue 
solutions for ships and 
selected ports (e.g., for 
ships: JIT process 
optimization, hull 
cleanliness, shore-
based power supply, 
hybrid engines/sail 
support; for ports: 
renewable energy 
(solar/wind), low carbon 
transport/transport 
alternatives; for 
hinterland 
transport/cities: 
logistics optimization, 
traffic control and 

enforcement) 
- Knowledge products 

and business model 
templates 

- Regional e-hub to 
support networking and 
knowledge sharing on 
maritime-related 
transport and other air 
pollutant reduction 
instruments 

- Conduct capacity 
building workshops on 
maritime energy 

 

                                                           
3 Blue Solution for reducing maritime transport GHG emission through increased energy efficiency of ship and port activities in Southeast Asia (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam with Japan, RO Korea and Singapore as partner/knowledge countries))  
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shipping, ports and 
hinterland transport 

- Targeted research 
activities addressing: a) 
interrelation between 
global GHG and local air 
pollution conditions; and 
b) social impacts (e.g., 
health and 
environmental impacts) 
from maritime-related 
emissions in port areas 
and host cities 

efficiency regulations, 
sustainable energy 
ports and hinterland 
transports, Best 
Available Technologies 
(BAT) for greening of 
shipping and hinterland 
transport, technology 
cooperation and 
transfer, etc. at regional 
and national levels. 

 

ASEANO Project4   - Quantify and document 
releases of plastic 
pollution from 
aquaculture, tourism, 
fisheries, packaging 
industry and waste 
management and 
compile reduction 
measures 

- BAT/BEP measures to 
reduce/mitigate 
releases of plastics  

- Roadmap to prevent 
and mitigate plastic use 
and release 

- Plastic pollution 
monitoring, including 
methods, standards, 
analytical capacity and 
technology 

   

                                                           
4 ASEAN-Norwegian cooperation project on local capacity building for reducing plastic pollution in the ASEAN region 
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- Capacity building on 
field sampling and 
analysis 

- Socioeconomic impacts 
of plastic pollution and 
reduction measures 
 

EuropeAid 
Project5 

- Indicators of 
improvement in 
management of MPAs, 
restoration (type, extent 
and quality) and 
environmental status 
(abundance/biodiversity 
of keystone species and 
habitat quality), 
improvement in peace 
security and cooperation 

- Transboundary 
Protected Area creation 

- Guidelines for improved 
MPA management 

 

  - Dialogue Platform 
involving stakeholders 
for improved prosperity, 
peace and cooperation 
in Southeast Asia 

- Assessment of legal and 
administrative steps 
towards establishing 
more marine peace 
parks in the region  

 

- Information exchange 
and networking with 
twinning projects 
involving MPAs across 
the Atlantic 

- Exchange of 
international expertise 
in MPA management in 
Southeast Asia through 
twinning activities 
 

 

ACB Project6 - Validating ecological 
connectivities and 
fisheries potentials 
within LMES through 
connectivity research  

- Determining biological 
and spatial boundaries 
of conservation corridors 
for establishing 

  - Cooperation mechanism 
for corridor 
management at 
regional, national and 
sub-national levels 

- Core capacities and 
skills in MSP, 
ecosystem and ICM-
based applications 

- Knowledge products to 
facilitate replication and 
scaling up of 
conservation and 
sustainable 
management of MPAs, 

 

                                                           
5 Ocean Governance: Protecting and restoring marine ecosystems, catalysts for building peace and security and fostering sustainable South Asia and Atlantic Ocean basin 
6 Effectively managing an ecological network of marine protected areas in the large marine ecosystems in the ASEAN Region (ASEAN ENMAPS) 
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ecological network of 
MPAs  

- Strengthening 
management planning 
of MPAs incorporating 
ecological connectivity 
and identification of 
other area-based 
conservation measures 
(OECM) 

- Application of marine 
spatial planning, 
ecosystem and ICM-
based management 
strategies for MPAs and 
OECMs 

- Feasibility study for 
development, financing 
and implementation of 
priority investment 
project in selected 
MPAs 

- Assessment of social, 
economic and 
environmental impacts 
on natural resources 
and communities 

- Returns on invested 
capital and sustainability 
of operations 

MPA networks and 
OECMs 
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Annex 3.  Partners/Collaborators, Tools and Approaches to be leveraged to Achieve Post-2020 Research and Development Agenda 

 

  Partner/Collaborator Thematic Area Tool Kits / Approaches to be Considered 

IUCN Asia Regional Office, Bangkok, Thailand 

www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/asia/ 

 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 MPA / MPA network development 

 Mangrove restoration 

 Valuation of ecosystems services 

 Disaster risk reduction 

Marine Science Institute, University of the 

Philippines, Manila, Philippines 

http://www.msi.upd.edu.ph/ 

 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Coral reef ecology 

 EAFM 

 Biophysical assessments and monitoring including MPA management 
effectiveness assessment tool (MEAT) 

 Environmental monitoring training and capacity building 

 Vulnerability assessments for coastal and marine ecosystems 

Fauna and Flora International 

www.fauna-flora.org 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Food Security and Livelihood Management 

 Integrating conservation, livelihoods and governance 

 Conservation and gender 

 Livelihoods vulnerability analysis 

WorldFish Centre, Penang, Malaysia 

www.worldfishcenter.org 

Food Security and Livelihood Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Reefbase and Fishbase  

 Spatial mapping 

 Improving fisheries value chains/microfinance 

 Strengthening resilience to climate change  

 Small scale aquaculture 

 Innovative economic and financing instruments 

South East Asia Fisheries Development Center 

(SEAFDEC), Bangkok, Thailand  

www.seafdec.org 

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihood Management  Community-based fisheries management  

 Sustainable livelihoods for coastal fishing communities 

 EAFM 

Coral Triangle Initiative (CTI),  Manado, Indonesia 

(Secretariat) 

www.coraltriangleinitiative.org/ 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihood Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 GIS spatial data base and mapping tools 

 EAFM 

 Developing MPAs / MPA networks 

 Climate change adaptation in coastal communities 

 Innovative economic and financial instruments 

http://www.iucn.org/about/union/secretariat/offices/asia/
http://www.msi.upd.edu.ph/
http://www.fauna-flora.org/
http://www.worldfishcenter.org/
http://www.seafdec.org/
http://www.coraltriangleinitiative.org/
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  Partner/Collaborator Thematic Area Tool Kits / Approaches to be Considered 

Regional Fisheries Livelihoods Programme (FAO 

/AFID supported and now completed), Bangkok, 

Thailand  

www.rflp.org 

Food Security and Livelihood Management  Best practice in small scale fisheries of Sulu Sulawesi Marine Eco-
Region 

 Gender equality 

 Microfinance and sustainable livelihoods  

 Maritime safety and reducing vulnerability 

UNDP/GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP) Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Small, community-based projects 

 Strategic project support 

EEPSEA (Economy and Environment Program for 

South East Asia) 

www.eepsea.org 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

 Access to network of researchers and institutions 

 Capacity building on ecosystem valuation methods 

 Innovative economic and financial instruments 

The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity 

(TEEB)-UNEP 

www.teebweb.org/ 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

 Valuation of economic benefits for oceans and coasts, water and 
wetlands 

 Innovative economic and financial instruments 

ASEAN Centre for Biodiversity (ACB), Los Baños, 

Philippines 

www.aseanbiodiversity.org 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

 

 Scaling up coverage and effectiveness of conservation areas and 
protection of threatened species in selected ICM priority sites 

 Innovative economic and financial instruments 

Capturing Coral Reef and Related Ecosystems 

Services (CCRES) Project, Global Change 

Institute, University of Queensland, Brisbane, 

Australia 

www.gci.uq.edu.au/projects/capturing-coral-reef-

related-ecosystem-services 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Valuation methods to support LGU planning processes related to 
CCA/DRR and sustainable livelihood development in selected sectors 
(e.g., ecotourism, fisheries) 

 Innovative economic and financial instruments 

http://www.rflp.org/
http://www.eepsea.org/
http://www.teebweb.org/
http://www.aseanbiodiversity.org/
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/projects/capturing-coral-reef-related-ecosystem-services
http://www.gci.uq.edu.au/projects/capturing-coral-reef-related-ecosystem-services
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  Partner/Collaborator Thematic Area Tool Kits / Approaches to be Considered 

Plymouth Marine Laboratory PML), Plymouth, 

United Kingdom 

www.pml.ac.uk/ 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Biodiversity, marine ecology and molecular science in support of 
ecosystem services 

 Targeted research (e.g. impact of climate change on fisheries, ocean 
acidification etc) 

Conservation International 

www.conservation.org 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

 MPA / MPA networking 

 Vulnerability assessments to support CCA/DRR 

First Institute of Oceanography, Qingdao, China 

www.fio.org.cn/en/index.jsp 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

 

 

 MPA management for coastal wetlands 

 Ecological assessments 

 Coastal and sea use zoning 

 Marine environmental monitoring  

Third Institute of Oceanography, Xiamen, China 

www.tio.org.cn 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

 

 Basic ecological surveys and baseline assessments (e.g. MPAs) 

 Economic valuation of ecosystems services 

 Land-sea use planning 

Coastal and Ocean Management Institute (COMI), 

Xiamen University, China 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

 Environmental economics 

 ICM Training 

 Water quality monitoring and modeling 

Korea Maritime Institute, Seoul, Korea 

http://www.kmi.re.kr/kmi/kr/ 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

 National and coastal ocean policies 

 Total pollution loading assessments 

 Technology development for pollution reduction 

Korea Marine Environment Management 

Corporation (KOEM), Seoul, Korea 

http://www.emc.or.kr 

Habitat Protection, Restoration and Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 MPA development and management 

 Coastal and marine water quality management 

 Climate change assessment and adaptation 

 Oil spill training and response 

Korea Institute of Ocean Science and Technology 

(KIOST), Seoul, Korea  

http://eng.kiost.ac/kordi_eng/main/ 

 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Food Security and Sustainable Livelihoods 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Stress reduction in fisheries 

 Targeted research 

 Marine monitoring 

International EMECS Center, Kobe, Japan Water Use and Supply Management  Management of semi-enclosed seas 

http://www.pml.ac.uk/
http://www.conservation.org/
http://www.fio.org.cn/en/index.jsp
http://www.tio.org.cn/
http://www.kmi.re.kr/kmi/kr/
http://www.emc.or.kr/
http://eng.kiost.ac/kordi_eng/main/
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  Partner/Collaborator Thematic Area Tool Kits / Approaches to be Considered 

www.emecs.or.jp Knowledge Management  Research and advocacy on marine issues 

Centre for Marine Environmental Research on 

Innovative Technology (MERIT), City University of 

Hong Kong 

www.cityu.edu.hk/bch/merit/ 

Habitat Protection Restoration and Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

 Protection of threatened species 

 Environmental impact and risk assessment related to eutrophication, 
HABs etc  

 Investments in technologies related to pollution assessment, 
reduction and water quality monitoring  

Korea Environment Institute, Seoul, Korea 

www.asiapacificadapt.net 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

Water Use and Supply Management 

 Participation in Asia-Pacific Climate Change Adaptation Forum 

 River basin management 

 Oil spill impact assessment 

International Petroleum Industry Environmental 

Conservation Association (IPIECA), Singapore 

www.ipieca.org 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management  Sensitivity mapping 

 Oil spill preparedness and response 

 Improving social and environmental performance of oil and gas 
industry 

IOC- Subcommission for the Western Pacific 

(WESPAC), Bangkok, Thailand 

http://www.unescobkk.org/westpac/about-us/ioc-

westpac/ioc-westpac/ 

Knowledge management  Marine scientific research 

 Ocean observation system 

International Ocean Institute (IOI), Malta 

www.ioinst.org 

National ocean policies and legislation  Training in ocean policy and law 

Southeast Asia Climate Change Network (UNEP-

supported), Bangkok, Thailand 

www.unep.org/climatechange/mitigation/sean-cc/ 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management  Formulation of low carbon policies and initiatives 

 Mainstream CCA / DRR strategies 

 Innovative economic and financing options 

Action Plan for the Protection, Management and 

Development of the Marine and Coastal 

Environment of the Northwest Pacific Region 

(NOWPAP) 

www.nowpap.org 

Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management 

 Marine litter 

 Eutrophication assessment 

 Integrated coastal area and river management (ICARM) 

 Data visualization / mapping for marine pollution 

 Regional oil spill preparedness and response 

UNEP- Global Programme Pollution Reduction and Waste Management  Nutrient management 

http://www.emecs.or.jp/
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/bch/merit/
http://www.asiapacificadapt.net/
http://www.ipieca.org/
http://www.unescobkk.org/westpac/about-us/ioc-westpac/ioc-westpac/
http://www.unescobkk.org/westpac/about-us/ioc-westpac/ioc-westpac/
http://www.ioinst.org/
http://www.unep.org/climatechange/mitigation/sean-cc/
http://www.nowpap.org/
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  Partner/Collaborator Thematic Area Tool Kits / Approaches to be Considered 

of Action for the Protection of the Marine 

Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) 

www.gpa.unep.org 

Asian Disaster Preparedness Center (ADPC), 

Bangkok, Thailand  

www.adpc.net 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management  Mainstreaming DRR 

 Emergency preparedness and response 

 Multi-hazard early warning systems 

 Flood risk management 

Oil Spill Response, Ltd (OSRL), Singapore 

www.oilspillresponse.com 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management  Satellite imagery 

 Environmental sensitivity mapping 

 Oil spill contingency planning Shoreline clean up assessment  

 Oil spill management and post-spill management 

ASEAN-GIZ Sustainable Port Development 

Program 

www.sustainableport.org 

Natural and Man-Made Hazard and Prevention Management  Port safety, health and environmental management 

 

  

http://www.gpa.unep.org/
http://www.adpc.net/
http://www.oilspillresponse.com/
http://www.sustainableport.org/
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Annex 4. Draft TOR for R & D and Science-Policy Working Group 

 

1.0 Background 

 

1.1. As recommended in the Post-2020 Strategy, PEMSEA will establish a priority R & D 

agenda through the Technical Session of the Partnership Council as guided by its 

partners, both country and non-country and considering the identified challenges and 

opportunity areas where PEMSEA will focus its competency building, expertise 

development and service delivery.  

 

1.2. The R & D agenda will be grounded on the needs of PEMSEA country and local 

government partners, as well as the interest of external partners and potential clients to 

ensure sufficient buy in and resources to implement the agenda. The R & D agenda will 

be reviewed, evaluated and updated on an annual basis based on the latest developments 

in ocean science.  

 

1.3. It is also recommended that PEMSEA will establish a working group comprising of 

thematic experts to review, refine and guide the implementation of the R & D agenda post 

2020. 

 

2.0 Functions of the R & D and Science-Policy Working Group (RD-SP WG) 

 

2.1. The RD-SP WG shall be responsible in reviewing the recommendations of the EAS 

Partnership Council as regard developing and refining the priority R & D agenda post-

2020 in line with the requirements and priorities of the SDS-SEA, the Decade of Ocean 

Science and the SDGs. 

 

2.2. The RD-SP WG shall be responsible in providing expert and advisory role during 

consultations to review and discuss the implementation, monitoring process and updating 

of the priority R & D activities at the regional, national and local levels.  

 

2.3. The RD-SP WG shall also perform the following additional functions, as maybe requested 

by the EASPC: 

 

2.3.1. Research development and implementation – Recommend and/or provide 

technical inputs in the development/enhancement of proposed research 

topics/proposals for funding in addition to those submitted by countries/local 

governments for targeted research. 

 

2.3.2. Research protocol development – Recommend and/or provide inputs to policies 

and guidelines, including standards for researches and inputs to communication 

plans to support and disseminate the results of the R & D and related activities.   

 

2.3.3. Capacity development – Recommend capacity building and skills enhancement 

activities and/or serve as resource persons in capacity building activities within the 

bounds of their expertise/areas of specialization.  

 

2.3.4. Research monitoring and utilization – Recommend research utilization strategies 

such as formulation of strategic plans and action programs, policy and program 

development based on the R & D agenda. 

 

3.0 Composition  

 

3.1. The WG shall elect a chair and co-chair from among the members 

3.2. Members shall comprise of representatives from the following: 

3.2.1. PEMSEA Regional Centers of Excellence 
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3.2.2. PEMSEA Network of Learning Centers 

3.2.3. PEMSEA Network of Local Governments 

3.2.4. Non-country partners 

3.2.5. Other international and intergovernmental organizations 

3.2.6. Private/business sector and industry 

3.2.7. Other key stakeholders to be recommended by the EASPC 

 

4.0 RD-SP WG Secretariat 

 

4.1 PEMSEA Resource Facility shall serve as Secretariat of the RD-SP WG.  

 

4.2 The Secretariat will be responsible in coordinating the activities of the WG, including the 

following: 

4.2.1 Preparing the agenda for the WG’s meetings and consultations; 

4.2.2 Document and distribute to the WG members the highlights/summary of 

agreements of the meetings; 

4.2.3 Consolidate all comments and inputs of the WG on the project/research 

proposals and communicate comments and recommendations to the 

proponents. 

4.2.4 Monitor and prepare reports of the activities, agreements and accomplishments 

of the WG. 

4.2.5 Provide administrative and logistical requirements in line with the functions of 

the RD-SP WG. 

 

5.0 Frequency of Meetings/Consultations 

 

5.1 The RD-SP WG shall have one face to face meeting every year to be scheduled during 

the EAS Partnership Council meeting. It shall also convene virtually every quarter, or as 

necessary. Budgetary requirements for the meetings shall be covered by PEMSEA or 

through cost-sharing arrangements with key partners.  

 

5.2 The Chair of WG will present the progress of its work at the Technical Session of the EAS 

Partnership Council. 

 

 


