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11th EAS PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING             PC/19/DOC/02 

Agenda Item: 2.0 (Council Session) 

 

SUMMARY OF MAJOR DECISIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 10TH EAS 

PARTNERSHIP COUNCIL MEETING AND 22ND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING AND 

ACTIONS TAKEN 

1.0 Background 

 

1.1 The decisions of the 10th EAS Partnership Council Meeting (July 24-27, 2018; Makati, 

Philippines) and the recommendations of the 22nd Executive Committee Meeting (April 4-

5, 2019; PEMSEA Resource Facility), provided guidance on the following major issue 

areas: 

(a) East Asian Seas Congress 2018 and Sixth Ministerial Forum; 

(b) SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2018 – 2022; and 

(c) PEMSEA’s Self Sustainability; and 

(d) Sustainable Financing Mechanism for Supporting the SDS-SEA 

Implementation 

 

1.2 The key decisions and recommendations of the 10th EAS Partnership Council Meeting and 

22nd Executive Meeting were addressed as identified in Annex 1. The following points were 

highlighted: 

 

 The East Asian Seas Congress 2018 and Sixth Ministerial Forum was hosted 

successfully by the Government of the Philippines, through the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources, with strong support and engagement from 

PEMSEA Partners and Collaborators resulting in the Iloilo Ministerial Declaration, 

several technical cooperation,   partnership agreements and joint fundraising 

proposals.  

 The SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2018 – 2022 encompass various elements 

such as expected outcomes, indicators and targeted actions and activities of 

PEMSEA Country and Non-Country Partners. It is directly linked to  the shared 

SDS-SEA 2015 and is well aligned with international and regional commitments to 

which PEMSEA have subscribed.  

 The State of the Coasts (SOC) Reports serve as a useful tool for planning and 

monitoring  the state of the coasts and oceans in the region to address threats and 

challenges, and help achieve the targets of SDS-SEA, SDGs and other 

international agreements. 

 There is a need for national governments to encourage and support the 

establishment of ICM system at the local level in close collaboration with the local 

governments.  a  The ICM Implementation Course Manual is viewed by PEMSEA 

Learning Centers as a useful and practical  guide in conducting  ICM capacity 

development  activities. 
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 The Ocean Leadership Roundtable presentations and discussions on special 

issues (PEMSEA’s Governance: Past, Present, Future; Scaling Up Integrated 

Coastal Management; Blue Economy: Is it Working?; Implementing the SDS-

SEA/SDG: from plan to action and resourcing) provided valuable inputs to the 

PEMSEA Post 2020 Futures Report and Strategy. The summaries from the  

discussions could serve as useful outlines that can be further developed into 

PEMSEA knowledge products. 

 Country and Non-Country partners’ firm commitment and active engagement to 

the partnerships is crucial if PEMSEA is to remain relevant and able to effectively 

implement the shared SDS-SEA strategy. Sustained commitment is also needed 

to enable the PEMSEA Resource Facility to provide timely, effective and efficient 

services to the partners and the region. 

 Adoption of Work Plan and Budget 2018 – 2019.  

 

2.0 Actions requested of the Council Session: 

 

2.1 The Council Session is invited to review the actions taken or progresses made in line with 

the decisions of the 10th EAS Partnership Council and recommendations of the 22nd 

Executive Council Meeting, and provide comments and further guidance as possible. 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

PEMSEA’s Sustainability 10th EAS PC Meeting Decisions: 

 

1. Country Partners continue facilitating in-

country discussions and secure approval of 

support for voluntary contributions to support 

PEMSEA’s sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Country and Non-Country Partners work with 
the PRF in identifying joint projects of interest 
in the region and countries to ensure effective 
implementation of the SDS-SEA 
Implementation Plan 2018 – 2022. 
 
 
 
 

3. PRF coordinate with Vietnam, Lao PDR, 
Timor Leste, Philippines and Cambodia on the 
joint fundraising initiatives. 

 
 
 
 

 

• Singapore and Japan: 2019 

contribution transferred to PRF 

• RO Korea, China, Vietnam, 

Philippines, Cambodia, Timor-

Leste: PRF waiting for internal 

approval of 2019 voluntary 

contributions  

• Indonesia: funding request with 

MFA 

 

• Select country partners like RO 

Korea, China and ASEAN PEMSEA 

partners are working with the PRF 

to identify joint fundraising or 

training activities to implement 

specific programs of the SDS-SEA 

Implementation Plan in country and 

the region 

 
• PRF will assist Timor-Leste identify 

project ideas and develop project 

proposals to help implement the 

National Ocean Policy  
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

4. Country and Non-Country Partners actively 
participate and contribute in the PEMSEA 
post-2020 planning process. 

 
 
 

5. In order to gather more support for the 
PEMSEA Post-2020 plan, PRF package and 
disseminate information materials on 
PEMSEA’s accomplishments that would help 
popularize and mainstream PEMSEA 
initiatives on various governance levels. 

 
22nd EC Meeting Recommendations: 

1. The incoming PC Council Chair and the ED 
seek written agreement with Country Partners 
on their voluntary contributions to PRF post 
2019 as a follow-up commitment to the Iloilo 
Ministerial Declaration 
 

2. EC assist PRF in initiating informal talks with 
Brunei, Myanmar, Malaysia and Thailand to 
become country partners by introducing and 
linking the ED to relevant contacts and 
ministries. 

 
3. PRF engage with the private sector to explore 

providing technical services to the latter that 
could help contribute to increased and 
diversified sources of revenues. 

 

• Country and Non-Country partners 

participated in interviews and 

review of the draft Post-2020 

document 

• PEMSEA final draft of Post-2020 

plan- report to be presented for 

discussion and endorsement under 

Agenda 8.0 of the Technical 

Session (PC/19/DOC/08) 

 

 

 

• Ongoing 

 

 

• Needs further discussion with EC 

 

 

 

• Ongoing discussion with private 

sector  
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

4. PRF review the Post-2020 Report, taking into 
consideration the written comments provided 
by some EC members. 

 

• PEMSEA Post 2020 Futures Report 

and Strategy revised taking into 

accounts comments by EC and PC 

members 

Sustainable Financing 

Mechanism for Supporting 

the SDS-SEA 

Implementation 

10th EAS PC Meeting Decisions: 

1. PRF continue its implementation of the East 

Asia Ocean Investment Facility in line with the 

agreed work program. 

2. Country Partners are encouraged to provide 

suggestions on the type of information and 

assistance that would help countries to 

facilitate the identification of potential bankable 

projects; promote the facility with local 

stakeholders; and suggest local counterparts 

that can assist with the investment project 

coordination on the ground. 

 

22nd EC Meeting Recommendations: 

1. PEMSEA’s work on developing a sustainable 

investment modality should proceed with 

caution and be based on a rationale 

assessment of the best approach and pilot 

application to specific project(s). 

 

2. PRF pursue and explore the incubation of a 

PEMSEA-private sector partnership based on 

 

• A report entitled ‘Enabling Blue 

Economy Investment for 

Sustainable Development in the 

Seas of East Asia: Lessons on 

engaging the private sector for 

partnership and investments was 

commissioned to look into lessons 

learned on PEMSEA’s engagement 

on blue economy investment over 

the years. 

 

• More detailed discussions will be 

done under Agenda Item 12 on 

PEMSEA Self-Sustainability 

(PC/19/DOC/12) of the 

Intergovernmental Session. 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

high standards of governance, legal 

considerations and transparent process. 

 

3. PRF create an Ad hoc committee to tackle 

PEMSEA’s financial self-sufficiency on a 

regular basis till objectives are achieved. The 

Chair of that Meeting will be the Philippine focal 

point and will be invited to the Executive 

Committee meetings to report on 

recommendations and solutions. Membership 

to the committee will be open to governmental 

and non-governmental partners. Work program 

and timeline will be presented at PC in July 

2019. 

 

4. EC to provide comments on the options matrix 

for investment by 15 May 2019.  

 

EAS Congress 2018, Sixth 

Ministerial Forum and 

Declaration 

10th EAS PC Meeting Decisions: 

 

1. PEMSEA Partners serving as Partnership Hub 

conveners to finalize respective session 

programs in coordination with the PRF 

 

2. Country Partners to consider: 

a.  supporting their respective youth 

delegates to the Fifth EAS Youth Forum 

 

 

• Successful conduct of the EAS 

Congress 2018, Sixth Ministerial 

Forum and 25th Anniversary of 

PEMSEA.  

• Reports, outcomes and 

proceedings are uploaded on the 

EAS Congress 2018 Website. 

http://eascongress2018.pemsea.org/media_categories/proceedingsandreports/
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

b. submit write-ups for the completion of 

country panels for Congress Exhibition 

c. develop and submit official list of 

Congress delegation, including Senior 

Government Official representatives, 

and Ministers. 

3. Country and Non-Country Partners are 

requested to: 

a. consider putting up respective booths at 

the Congress exhibition; 

b. assist in promoting the EAS Congress; 

and 

c. support or recommend possible 

sponsors to support participation of 

more delegates 

i. from the developing countries in 

the region 

 

4. PEMSEA Country Partners who have not yet 

hosted the EAS Congress to consider and 

d. inform the PRF on interest to host the 

EAS Congress 2021 and succeeding 

triennial EAS 

e. Congresses. 

 

• Remaining tasks include monitoring 

of commitments in the Iloilo 

Declaration, monitoring targets and 

scheduled activities of SDS-SEA IP 

and review of EAS Congress 2018 

to better prepare for EAS Congress 

2021. 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

5. PRF revisit the proposed Provisional Program 

for the Sixth Ministerial Forum based on the 

suggestions from the Intergovernmental 

Session. 

 

6. The Government of the Philippines, through 

DENR, to facilitate securing confirmation of 

participation of the Philippine President ideally 

by September or in the soonest time possible 

 

7. PRF revise and recirculate the draft Ministerial 

Declaration taking into consideration the 

suggestions and inputs provided by the 

Intergovernmental Session for Country 

Partners’ further review and input. 

 

8. Proposed Work Plan and Schedule for review 

and approval of the Ministerial Declaration be 

adopted taking into consideration engagement 

of Non-Country Partners in providing additional 

suggestions that will be subject to Country 

Partners’ consideration. 

 

22nd EC Meeting Recommendations: 

1. PRF develop a summary report on the follow-

on actions and commitments reflecting the 

results, conclusions and recommendations of 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

the EAS Congress 2018 and Sixth Ministerial 

Forum and other aforementioned fora in line 

with the objectives and targets of the SDS-SEA 

Implementation Plan. 

 

2. PRF disseminate the summary report to 

PEMSEA Partners, Collaborators and National 

Focal Points. The National Focal Points with 

the support of PRF will report on the progress 

of their implementation based on agreed 

commitments at the 11th Partnership Council 

meeting. 

 

3. PRF incorporate the recommendations from 

the EAS Congress 2018 into the PEMSEA 

Post-2020 Report. 

 

4. PRF and PEMSEA Partners explore 

international conferences as opportunities to 

showcase best practices and demonstrate 

collaborative actions to foster healthy and 

resilient oceans and coasts from the East Asian 

Region through joint sessions, events, etc. 

 

SDS-SEA implementation 

Plan 2018 – 2022 

10th EAS PC Meeting Decisions: 

1. To measure impacts of the SDS-SEA, utilize 

reporting mechanisms (i.e., SOC, PEMSEA 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

Annual Reporting, etc.) to establish baseline 

and monitor progress. 

 

2. The Intergovernmental Session adopted the 

endorsement of the revised SDS-SEA 

Implementation Plan 2018-2022, taking into 

consideration additional inputs from the 

meeting 

• A mid-term review of the 

implementation of SDS-SEA IP 

2018-2020 is planned for 2020. 

 

• Implementation report will be 

shared at various international fora 

 

 

National and Regional 

State of Oceans and 

Coasts (SOC) Reporting  

10th EAS PC Meeting Decision: 

1. Participating partners take the necessary steps 

to complete their National SOC Reports by 

August 2018 for launching at the EAS 

Congress. 

 

 

• Regional and National SOC Briefs 

launched at the EAS Congress 

2018. 

 

• Cambodia: 

o Final draft and SOC Brief 

submitted. 

o Finished technical editing 

and Layout. 

o Ongoing 

review/proofreading. 

• China: 

o On behalf of the Ministry of 

Natural Resources, China 

PEMSEA Center will  revisit 

the draft report for updating 

and further refinement 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

based upon comments 

received from MNR and will 

resubmit final approved 

version to PRF. 

• Indonesia: 

o Final draft and SOC 

submitted. 

 Technical editing ongoing 

• Japan: 

o SOC Brief submitted 

o No SOC report submitted 

• Malaysia: 

o 3rd Draft and SOC brief 

submitted 

o Final report of draft to be 

submitted to PRF 

• Philippines: 

o 3rd Draft and SOC brief 

submitted 

o Ongoing technical review for 

publication 

• RO Korea: 

o 2nd Draft and SOC Brief 

submitted 

o Finished Technical Editing 

and Layout 

o Revisions ongoing 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

• Singapore: 

o Final draft and SOC Brief 

submitted 

o Finished technical editing 

and layout 

o Review/proofreading 

ongoing 

• Thailand: 

o Final draft and SOC Brief 

submitted 

o Finished Technical Editing 

and Layout 

o Revisions ongoing 

• Timor Leste: 

o Final draft and SOC Brief 

submitted 

o Finished Technical Editing 

and Layout 

o Revisions ongoing 

• Vietnam: 

o SOC report and SOC brief 

has not been submitted to 

PRF 

 

• SOCs distribution: By volumes 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

ICM Training Manual 10th EAS PC Meeting Decisions: 

1. The adoption of the ICM Training Manual as a 

PEMSEA certified document 

 

2. The adoption of the planned steps for the 

publication, dissemination and promotion of the 

3. ICM Manual. 

 

4. The PRF work with Country Partners, Non-

country Partners and learning centers to 

promote and facilitate the use of the ICM 

Manual for the conduct of ICM capacity building 

across the region. 

 

• ICM Training Manual published in 

the PEMSEA Website and SEA 

Knowledge Bank Platform 

 

• E-copies of the ICM Training 

Manual was disseminated to 

PEMSEA Country and Non-Country 

Partners and various Communities 

of Practice of the PNLC. 

 

• Hard copies were distributed during 

the PNLC session of the EAS 

Congress 2018. ICM Learning 

Center coordinators discussed the 

local adoption and translation of the 

document.  

Collaborative Discussion 

on Special Issues 

10th EAS PC Meeting Decision: 

1. A write-up be developed to contribute in the 

PEMSEA Post-2020 Plan. 

• Inputs from the collaborative 

discussion incorporated in the Post-

2020 Plan. Outline for Blue 

Economy session used to inform 

the development of the knowledge 

product on blue economy 

investment in the region 

PEMSEA Corporate Work 

Plan and Budget 2018 and 

2019 

10th EAS PC Meeting Decisions: 

1. To provide countries with better appreciation 

and understanding of the Work Plan and 

Budget, PRF to include a summary of 

• Work Plan being implemented by 

PRF 
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Agenda Item Decisions from the 10th PC Meeting and 

Recommendations from the 21st Executive 

Committee Meeting 

Status of Implementation/Actions Taken 

previous year’s work and accomplishment and 

expenditures to enable countries identify 

increase/decrease budget allocation or use. 

2. Approve the Work Plan and Budget 2018 and 

2019 as presented, taking into consideration 

request from the Intergovernmental Session 

for PRF to provide more detailed reporting in 

succeeding meetings, if necessary. 

 

*** 


