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PC/17/DOC/04 
9th EAS Partnership Council Meeting 
Agenda Item: 4.0 (Technical Session) 
 
 

STATE OF OCEANS AND COASTS (SOC) REPORTING 
 
 
REGIONAL POST-2015 TARGET 2:  
By 2018, a regional State of Oceans and Coasts reporting system to monitor progress, 
impacts and benefits, and to continually improve planning and management of SDS-SEA 
implementation. 
 
1.0 Background 
 
1.1 The development of national and regional SOC reports is being pursued in 

accordance with Target 2 of the Da Nang Compact. The SOC reporting and blue 

economy assessment is also in line with the post-2015 SDG Targets, Aichi 

Biodiversity Targets, Changwon Declaration Toward an Ocean-based Blue 

Economy (2012), Xiamen Declaration of the Fourth APEC Ocean-related 

Ministerial Meeting Towards a New Partnership through Ocean Cooperation in the 

Asia Pacific Region (APEC 2014), and other international conventions and 

agreements. 

 

1.2 The theme of the first SOC report is, “State of Oceans and Coasts Report for the 

Seas of East Asia: Blue Economy Development.” The blue economy assessment 

aims to facilitate understanding of: (a) the role of the ocean and its contribution to 

the regional and national economies; (b) the impacts of human activities on ocean 

health and sustainability; (c) potential areas for investments in blue economy; and 

(d) interventions and innovative mechanisms and policies responding to changing 

environments and climate. The SOC reports will also show the progress being 

made by the region and the countries in implementing the SDS-SEA and other 

international agreements, and provide an evidence base for region-wide ocean 

policy- and decision-making. 

 

1.3 On 31 March to 1 April 2016, a Regional Planning Workshop on the Development 
of a State of Oceans and Coasts (SOC) Report for the Seas of East Asia was held 
with representatives from 13 international organizations and regional programmes. 
They shared their views and perspectives on blue economy and the SOC report. 
They provided suggestions on key topics and indicators to be included in the SOC 
report, and pointed out the issues, solution options, and examples of good 
practices. Available information and studies from their respective agencies and 
other sources of information were also discussed. Agreement was reached among 
the participants on the proposed outline for a regional SOC report, and draft work 
plan for completing the national and regional SOC reports. The participants of the 
regional planning workshop have also agreed to be members of the regional TWG. 
To build a comprehensive picture on blue economy development in the region, the 
regional planning workshop also recognized the value of extending the work that 
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was initiated at the country level for presentation during the EAS Congress 2015, 
and the development of national SOC reports. 

 
2.0 Progress on National and Regional SOC Reports 

 

2.1 National SOC Inception Workshops were held in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, 

Malaysia, Philippines, RO Korea, Thailand, Timor Leste and Viet Nam in 2016 to 

discuss the scope, outline and components of their respective national SOC 

reports, available information, and workplan, including the establishment of 

National Technical Working Groups (TWGs). Singapore and RO Korea confirmed 

that they will develop their respective national SOCs at their own initiative.  

   

2.2 National TWG workshops were organized and conducted in Cambodia, China, 
Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Timor Leste in the first quarter of 
2017 to review progress being made on the SOC development, information that 
had been collected, data gaps and other issues. First drafts of the SOC reports 
have been submitted to the PEMSEA Secretariat by Cambodia, Malaysia and 
Timor Leste, while Indonesia has submitted its second draft. China and Indonesia 
are working on their revised drafts in English.  

 
2.3 Stakeholder consultation workshops will be held in the third quarter of 2017 to get 

feedback on the second draft of the national SOC reports.  
 
2.4 CI-Philippines has agreed to contribute to the  report on the Sulu-Sulawesi Seas 

(SSS) as contribution to the regional SOC report. Inputs from CTI-CFF, GIZ, 
WorldFish and ACB on current activities, and progress with the implementation of 
the Regional Plan of Action in the Sulu-Sulawesi Seascape (SSS) Countries were 
requested during the Regional Workshop on the Sulu-Sulawesi Seas, held on 24-
25 January 2017. The report on the SSS will serve as guidance and reference for 
the preparation of the reports on the other LMEs in the EAS region. 

 
2.5 To create awareness on the blue economy paradigm and the SOC project, the 

initial results of the assessment of the ocean economy, ocean health and blue 
economy initiatives have been presented in various national and international 
conferences, e.g., IUCN Workshop on Blue Solutions Toward Blue Economy in 
Viet Nam, July 2016; 13th Meeting of the Mangroves for the Future (MFF) Regional 
Steering Committee in Bangladesh, November 2016; NEDA/World Bank National 
Conference on Natural Capital Accounting in the Philippines, March 2017; 2nd 
Marine Knowledge Platform for Blue Economy in Thailand, May 2017; and  6th UN 
World Tourism Organization Conference on Tourism Statistics in the Philippines, 
June 2017. 

 
2.6 The draft regional SOC report and national SOC reports will be presented during 

a Regional Blue Economy Forum, which will be held on 14-15 November 2017 at 
the Rama Gardens Hotel in Bangkok, Thailand. Discussions are underway with 
the Thailand Research Fund for co-organizing the forum. The Forum will serve as 
a venue for both government and non-government participants to review the SOC 
reports from each country. In addition to providing feedback on the SOC reports, 
the Forum will also delve into innovative policies and on-going blue economy 
programs for scaling up the application of blue economy across the region, with 
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due consideration to the information, capacities, and experiences of countries as 
evidenced in the SOC reports. 

 
2.7 The national and regional SOC reports will be launched during the EAS Congress 

2018 and the 6th Ministerial Forum. As a major international ocean event, the EAS 
Congress 2018 will provide insights into the metrics for measuring blue economy 
development and impacts in a national and regional context, inclusive of: social, 
economic and ecological targets, benefits, challenges and gaps requiring further 
resource commitments and new partnerships. The provisional program for the 
Regional Blue Economy Forum is included as Attachment A. 

 
3.0 Actions requested from the Technical Session: 
 
3.1 The Technical Session is invited to comment on the SOC reporting process and 

its potential contribution to national, regional and global objectives and targets in 
support of sustainable development of oceans and coasts and blue economy. 

  
3.2 The Technical Session is requested to urge the participation of all Country and 

Non-Country Partners and regional organizations to support the development and 
submission of national, sub-regional/LME and regional SOC reports to the EAS 
Congress 2018 and the 6th Ministerial Forum.  

 
3.3 The Technical Session is requested to encourage to all Country and Non-Country 

Partners and regional organizations to actively participate in the Regional Blue 
Economy Forum, and provide speakers/panelists/session chairs as identified in 
Attachment A. 

 
*** 
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Attachment A 

 

 

Blue Economy Forum 

14-15 November 2017 
Rama Gardens Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand 

 
 
The East Asian Seas (EAS) region has a long way to go in achieving the blue economy. 

The region faces an urgent need to clean up its coasts and waterways, conserve its 

ecosystems and biodiversity, while addressing the challenges of poverty alleviation, food, 

water and energy security, and climate change. Yet, this serious state of affairs offers an 

opportunity for communities, businesses and professionals to get involved – in association 

with Governments, Development Agencies, and NGOs. The Blue Economy Forum is a 

strategic event, which will bring together policy- and decision-makers, planners, 

managers, and other stakeholders to examine the state of ocean economy and ocean 

health, share solutions, and explore partnerships and opportunities for growth, livelihood, 

innovations and investments.  

 

It has taken a number of efforts to advance the blue economy framework. These consist 

of steps to: (a) adopt a common definition of blue economy; (b) raise awareness through 

knowledge products and several conferences and workshops; and (c) get the blue 

economy agenda included in the economic development, and environmental management 

of countries and cities. The forum will direct attention towards the ongoing initiatives and 

solution options that contribute to blue economy development in the EAS region, and 

highlight the availability of alternatives to make our coasts and oceans safe and 

sustainable. However, more has to be done to ensure that the action programs and 

investment opportunities in blue economy are lifted, and the targets set in the SDGs, SDS-

SEA, Aichi, Strategic Action Plans of the LMEs, and other international agreements are 

reached.  

 

Objectives 

 

The Blue Economy Forum aims to provide a venue for sharing knowledge and 

experiences, thus, enable partnerships that can answer the call to sustainable coasts and 

oceans for all. The following topics will be covered in the various sessions of the forum: 

• State of ocean economy and ocean health in participating countries  

• Transboundary issues and response in the large marine ecosystems (LMEs) 

• Sustainable ocean economic activities, including innovative and emerging 

industries 

• Habitat management and pollution reduction to restore and protect ocean health 

• Policies, action plans, governance and financing mechanisms 
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Program (draft) 

 

Day 1 

Time Topic 

8:00 – 9:00 Registration 

 Opening session 

9:00 – 9:10 Welcome remarks (MONRE) 

9:10 – 9:30 Opening messages (PEMSEA and TRF) 

9:30 – 9:50 Keynote speech: Blue economy (UNDP) 

9:50 – 10:00 Group photo 

10:00 – 10:30 Coffee/tea break Press conference 

 Session 1: State of Oceans and Coasts  

Chair: (tbd)   

10:30 – 11:30 

 

 

 

 

11:30 – 12:00 

National SOC Reports 

• China 

• Indonesia 

• Malaysia  

• Thailand 

Q&A 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch break 

1:00 – 2:30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2:30 – 3:00 

National SOC Reports 

• Cambodia  

• Timor Leste 

• Philippines  

• RO Korea 

• Singapore 

• Viet Nam 

Q&A 

3:00 – 3:30 Coffee/tea break Side event 

Presentations of Blue Economy projects 

in Thailand (progress/results of projects) 

3:30 – 5:00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Large marine ecosystems 

• Sulu – Sulawesi Seas (CI) 

• Arafura – Timor Seas (ATSEA)  

• Yellow Sea LME (YSLME) 

• South China Sea and Gulf of 

Thailand (UNE/COBSEA) 

Q&A 

5:00 Wrap up 

6:00 – 8:00 Welcome cocktails/dinner 
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Day 2 

Time Topic 

8:00 – 8:30 Registration 

8:30 – 10:00 Session 2: Innovative policies and partnerships for blue economy 

Chairs: UNDP, GIZ (TBC)   

 Presentations: 

• Women Leaders Forum and marine conservation in the Coral Triangle (CTI-CFF) 

• Oceans and Fisheries partnership: Electronic catch documentation and 

traceability systems to address IUU fishing (USAID/SSG) 

• Taking action to combat marine microplastics (IOC WESTPAC) 

• Policies supporting blue economy development (PEMSEA)  

Q&A 

10:00 – 10:20 Coffee/tea break 

10:20 – 12:00 Session 3: Blue solutions for protecting ocean health and communities 

Chairs: UN Environment; ASEAN Center for Biodiversity (TBC) 

 

 

Presentations: 

• Coral reef rehabilitation and alternative livelihood (Indonesia) 

• Cost-effective wastewater management (Philippines) 

• Waste management in offshore oil and gas (Timor Leste and Australia) 

• Climate resilient infrastructure (China) 

Q&A 

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch break 

1:00 – 3:00 Session 4: Oceans as natural capital and good business  

Chairs: World Bank; TRF (TBC) 

 Presentations (TBC): 

• Sustainable tuna fisheries (West and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission) 

• Business and nature conservation in Thailand  

• Ecotourism and cruise tourism (Malaysia) 

• Ocean energy (RO Korea) 

• Green ports (Singapore)  

• Climate-smart aquaculture (Viet Nam) 

Q&A 

3:00 – 3:20 Coffee/tea break 

3:20 – 4:30 Session 5: A dialogue with policy- and decision-makers – Exploring social 

and environmental governance systems for blue economy  

Moderator:  

 Panelists:  

• National government  

• Local government  

• Private sector  

4:30 – 5:00 Closing session 

 Summary and conclusion (PEMSEA) 

Closing remarks (DMCR?) 
 


