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PC/17/DOC/03 
 
9th EAS Partnership Council Meeting 
Agenda Item: 3.0 (Technical Session) 
 
 

EAST ASIAN SEAS (EAS) CONGRESS 2018 FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME 
 

1.0 Background and Status 
 
1.1 The Government of the Philippines graciously offered to host the East Asian 

Seas (EAS) Congress 2018 and PEMSEA’s 25th Anniversary during the 19th 
expanded Executive Committee Meeting (April 2017). This was welcomed and 
highly appreciated by the Executive Committee.  
 

1.2 The Executive Committee meeting provided the following directions in 
preparation for the EAS Congress 2018: 
(a) PRF work closely with the Department of Environment and Natural 

Resources (DENR) of the Philippines in planning for the EAS Congress 2018. 
(b) PRF present the draft EAS Congress Framework Programme for review and 

consideration by the 9th EAS Partnership Council Meeting. 
(c) PRF invite representatives from various donor agencies (i.e., SIDA, DANIDA, 

NORAD, etc.) in PEMSEA meetings/events as a means to promote and 
market PEMSEA initiatives and activities. 

(d) Country and Non-Country Partners support the organization of the EAS 
Congress by: 

• Assisting in the promotions and providing inputs to the EAS Congress 
programme; 

• Consider serving as sponsors and co-conveners; and 
• Allocating necessary financial support for their country delegates. 

 
1.3 The Executive Committee also recommended that the EAS Partnership Council 

consider a proposal for all  future EAS Congresses to be hosted by countries in 
alphabetical order, in order to facilitate country preparations well in advance of 
hosting years. 

 
1.4 In accordance with the recommendations of the 19th Executive Committee 

Meeting, the PRF began coordinating with the DENR. Two consultations have 
been conducted to identify actions to brainstorm on new ideas for the EAS 
Congress programme content and format (May 16 and June 2, 2017). Initial 
discussion on establishment of organizing teams was also undertaken with 
DENR on 16 June 2017. 
 

1.5 Based on the consultative discussions with DENR and taking into consideration 
various international and regional environmental forums/events in 2018, the EAS 
Congress 2018 has been tentatively scheduled for November 26 - December 1, 
2018. The venue will be identified later.  
 

1.6 The PRF in consultation with DENR, has developed the Framework Programme, 
as found in Attachment A.  
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2.0 Actions requested of the Technical Session 
 
2.1 The Technical Session is invited to: 

(a) comment and provide input to the framework programme; 
(b) identify sessions or specific topics that Partners are interested in convening 

during the EAS Congress; and 
(c) advise the PRF to proceed with the preparations and securing of conveners 

for the EAS Congress 2018 in collaboration with PEMSEA Partners, 
collaborators, and sponsors. 

 
***
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ATTACHMENT A 

 
EAS CONGRESS 2018 FRAMEWORK PROGRAMME 

 
EAS Congress 2018 
Venue: Philippines 
Date: November 26 – December 1, 2018 (tentative) 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Following the adoption of the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in 2015, 
particularly the SDG14 on Life Below Water, the global community witnessed the 
growing prominence of the Oceans Agenda in the overall sustainable development 
discourse.  
 
The emphasis and importance being given to coasts and oceans that we now see is a 
result of decades of rigorous work, dedication and inputs from various sectors and 
stakeholders from local, national, regional and international levels. The East Asian Seas 
region, in particular, has been one of the key regional sea areas that have over the years 
actively contributed in moving the oceans agenda forward.  
 
Since the Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia 
(PEMSEA) was established in 1993 and the Sustainable Development Strategy for the 
Seas of East Asia (SDS-SEA) was adopted by the EAS countries in 2003, the EAS 
region has faced numerous challenges, gained significant lessons learned, continuously 
introduced new paradigms, delivered concrete on-the-ground actions, and mapped 
targets and action programs in support of its vision of sustainable seas and a better 
future.  
 
As a concrete response to the UN SDGs and other related international environmental 
commitments, the EAS countries through the signing of the Danang Compact on the 
Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia 2015, during the 5th 
Ministerial Forum in 2015, have adopted four strategic regional post-2015 targets 
aligning the EAS region’s strategy and action programs with key international 
environmental instruments.  
 
Building on the region’s experiences and developments in the past 25 years, the EAS 
region welcomes 2018 with much excitement. Through the EAS Congress 2018, the 
region will celebrate its progress on coastal and ocean governance and development, 
and usher in a better, stronger and smarter EAS region that is anchored on the key 
principles and targets of the global oceans agenda.  
 
Living up to its reputation as a premier intellectual marketplace for coastal and ocean 
governance and development, the EAS Congress 2018 aims to highlight the crucial role 
and contribution of the EAS region in the intensified global campaign towards an Ocean-
based Blue Economy. 
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EAS CONGRESS PROPOSED WORKING THEMES: 

 
 
FORMAT DESIGN:  
Coinciding with PEMSEA’s 25th anniversary, the EAS Congress 2018 is both a 
celebration of achievements and a transition to a new phase of coastal and ocean 
governance and development.  
 
It will present more unique and engaging formats combining key elements of conference 
and exposition in one memorable and substantive event. 
 
At the EAS Congress 2018 everyone is a Partner. The broader series of learning and 
sharing sessions that will be led by different Partners will be dynamic, interactive, 
dialogue- and network building-oriented. Through more focused, shorter, and direct 
conversations the EAS Congress gears toward deeper engagement and solutions-
focused discussions.  
 
 
KEY FEATURES: 
International Conference and Environmental Exhibition 
Sixth Ministerial Forum 
PNLG Forum 2018 
Fifth EAS Youth Forum 
Field Visits 
 
A. Conference and Environmental Exhibition 

Most of the Conference activities/sessions and Exhibition will be combined to enable 
various partners and collaborators to showcase and share their programs, initiatives, 
technologies, and experiences while having dialogue and knowledge exchange with 
various stakeholders. 
 
The Exhibition venue will serve as the main Conference venue, whereby Country 
and Partners’ pavilion or booths will double as exhibition and activity/presentation 
and dialogue areas. The Exhibit centerpiece will also serve as the center platform for 
various activities such as: launching of publications and projects; video showing; 
signing or announcement of new partnership/collaborative agreements, etc.  
 
 

Healthy Oceans, People and Economies: Past, Present and Future 
Celebrating 25 Years of Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of 
East Asia 
 
Partners for Healthy Oceans, People and Economies: 25 Years and Beyond 
 
25 Years of Partnerships for Healthy Oceans, People and Economies 
Moving as One with the Global Ocean Agenda 
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Proposed Topics: 
Some proposed topics for the conference portion of the Congress include the 
following: 
 

Governance: 
❖ Country/national commitments to SDG14 and how to achieve them 
❖ Innovations and new developments in regional and global coastal and ocean 

governance (from SAPs and beyond) 
❖ Knowledge management, capacity building and networking 

 

Priority issue/program areas: 
❖ Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction (directions from UNFCCC 2018 

highlighting tools, risk-informed policies, investments, CC and DRR 
strategies, etc.) 

❖ Biodiversity Conservation and Management (Last two years before the 
deadline of Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020 and Aichi Biodiversity 
Target: status and actions to achieve targets)  

❖ Pollution Reduction and Waste Management (nutrient reduction in waste 
water management, innovative technologies, marine litter, etc.) 

 

Sustainable Ocean Economy: 
❖ Blue Economy Forum on SOC reporting (presentation of latest data on ocean 

economy, ocean health and blue economy initiatives as reported in the final 
regional and national SOC reports) 

❖ Blue Economy Investments and Sustainable Financing Mechanisms (Bridging 
the finance gap towards a sustainable ocean economy) 

❖ Sustainable livelihoods¸ food security/local level initiatives on Blue Economy 
(fisheries, ecotourism, etc. ) 
 

Special leadership events: 
❖ Parliamentarian’s forum 
❖ University President’s Forum 
❖ Women’s Forum 
❖ Indigenous People’s Forum 
❖ Local Chief Executives’ Roundtable 
❖ Special Session by the Philippines 

 

 
Possible Formats: 
Various formats may be considered by partners or collaborators in developing their 
respective activities/sessions. Each activity/session may run for 1 to 3 hours. 

❖ Partners on spotlight (Done in partner’s pavilion/exhibition area, focused on 
presentation or demonstration of new and innovative technologies or tools, or 
launching of new programmes, new publications, and new projects; stand-up 
style or Tedx type of event) 

❖ Roundtable discussions involving perspectives from different sectors on a 
particular issue 

❖ Presentation with breakout group discussions 
❖ Presentation with panel discussions 
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❖ Networking activities (may be done through speed networking style or 
consultancy bar style) 

 
 

B. Sixth Ministerial Forum 
 

The Sixth Ministerial Forum will convene Ministers and senior government officials from 
the EAS countries, together with key representatives from international and regional 
organizations and Non-Country Partners of PEMSEA. Following the lead of the UN 
Ocean Conference in June 2017, the planning and development of the Ministerial Forum 
will focus more on actions and partnerships to effectively meet the UN SDG and SDS-
SEA 2015 targets. 
 

 
C. PNLG Forum 2018 
 
The PNLG Forum will review and present its contributions and commitments to meeting 
targets identified in SDG 6, 11, 13, 14 and 17. The PNLG Forum will review the 
contributions and challenges of the PNLG members in meeting the SDS-SEA target of 
25% ICM coverage of the region's coastline. 
 
The PNLG and its members will also be one of the key actors in the EAS Congress 
through the conduct of special session and plenary focusing on local government actions 
on blue economy through ICM implementation. Participating members at the exhibition 
may also conduct special presentations/dialogue sessions in their respective country 
booths. 

 
D. Fifth EAS Youth Forum 
 
Recognizing the crucial role of youth in carrying forward all efforts that have been 
undertaken towards the sustainable development of the East Asian Seas, the EAS 
Youth Forum (YF) has already launched a number of initiatives to engage the future 
ocean leaders of this region. Sustaining the youth’s involvement and interest on coastal 
and ocean development, however, requires more strategic and innovative programming.   

 
The EAS Congress 2018 (YF5) aims to lay out a concrete EAS Youth Programme that 
integrates youth involvement in key initiatives and regular activities at the ICM sites as 
well as in various PEMSEA activities. This will also pave the way in linking the EAS 
youth network to existing networks of PEMSEA such as the PNLG and the PNLC.  
 
The EAS Youth Programme is envisioned to include the following key elements: (a) 
strengthened implementation of the PEMSEA Youth Small Grants Programme; (b) Skills 
Development program/menu of activities with links to PNLG and PNLC; and (c) 
Advocacy promotions of youth achievements and initiatives contributing to ICM and 
SDS-SEA (using various media and PEMSEA YF webpage and facebook account).  
 
E. Field Visits 
The Government of the Philippines will be developing a full field visit program that will 
highlight the Philippine initiatives and accomplishments in coastal and ocean 
development, as well as related environmental initiatives. At the same time, the 
Philippines will showcase its rich culture and heritage.  
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F. Special Social/Partnership Events 
One of the key social function of the EAS Congress is the “Partnership Night”. In 
celebration of PEMSEA's 25th Anniversary, the Partnership Night will serve as a 
homecoming celebration and a tribute to all the Men and Women of PEMSEA (Partners, 
collaborators, friends, PEMSEA staff, donors). This celebration aims to drive the 
message that every individual or group that contributes to meeting the SDS-SEA vision 
is part of the PEMSEA family. 
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TENTATIVE PROGRAMME AT-A-GLANCE 
 
 

SCHEDULE ACTIVITIES/SESSIONS 

OPENING DAY Opening Ceremony 
    

 

Opening of Exhibition 
    

      DAY 1 
     8:30AM-9:30AM Daily Opening Plenary 1  (1 hour) 

    9:30AM-12:30PM Country and Local Govt on Spotlight (in Country Pavilion) (1 hour 
each) (2 countries max consecutively) 

Activity 
1  
 

Activity 
2  
 

Activity 
3  
 

YF5 

12:30NN- 14:00 Special event (lunch time at Exhibit area) 
    14:00 -15:00 Networking/Dialogue 
    14:00-18:00 Non-Country Partner on Spotlight (in Partners Pavilion) (1 hour 

each) (3 NCPs max consecutively) 
Activity 
4  
 

Activity 
5 
 

Activity 
6  

YF 5 

DAY 2 

  

   

8:30AM-9:30AM Daily Opening Plenary 2 (1 hour) 
 

   

9:30AM-12:30NN Country & Local Govt on Spotlight (in Country Pavilion) (1 hour 
each) (2 countries max consecutively) 

Activity 
7  
 

Activity 
8  
 

Activity 
9 
 

YF5 

12:30NN- 14:00 Special event (lunch time at Exhibit area) 
 

   

14:00-15:00 Networking/Dialogue 
 

   

14:00-18:00 Non-Country Partner on Spotlight (in Partners Pavilion) (1 hour 
each) (3 NCPs max consecutively) 

Activity 
10  
 

Activity 
11 
 
 

Activity 
12  
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SCHEDULE ACTIVITIES/SESSIONS 

DAY 3 
  

   

8:30AM-9:30AM Daily Opening Plenary 3 (1 hour) 
 

   

9:30AM-12:30NN 

Country & Local Govt on Spotlight (in Country Pavilion) (1 hour 
each) (2 countries max consecutively) 

Activity 
13 

Activity 
14 

Activity 
15 

YF 5 

12:30NN- 14:00 Special event (lunch time at Exhibit area) 
 

   

14:00-15:00 Networking/Dialogue 
 

   

14:00-18:00 Non-Country Partner on Spotlight (in Partners Pavilion) (1 hour 
each) (3 NCPs max consecutively) 

Activity 
16 

Activity 
17 

Activity 
18 

 

DAY 4 
  

   

 

Closing Ceremony (Ministerial Roundtable) 
 

   

 

Ministerial Forum Call for Action in East Asia 
 

   

 

PNLG Forum 
 

   

DAY 5 
  

   

 

Field Visits 
 

   

 
 

 
 


