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PC/17/DOC/02 
9th EAS Partnership Council Meeting 
Agenda Item: 2.0 (Technical Session) 

 
 

DRAFT REGIONAL SDS-SEA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 
(2017 – 2022)  

 
1.0 Background 
 
1.1 In November 2015, Ministers and Senior Officials of PEMSEA Countries adopted 

the Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia (SDS-SEA 2015) 
by signing the Da Nang Compact during the EAS Congress 2015. 

 
1.2 The SDS-SEA 2015 considers the objectives and targets of international 

agreements that have been approved since the original version of the regional 
strategy was adopted in 2003, including for example the Aichi Biodiversity Targets, 
the Sendai Framework Agreement and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, 
as well as the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), and particularly SDG 
14. 

 
1.3 In line with this, the PRF initiated the development of the SDS-SEA Implementation 

Plan covering 2017 to 2022. The framework document was presented at the 19th 
expanded Executive Committee Meeting (April 2017) which provided the following 
recommendations: 
a) PRF conduct collaborative planning with Country and Non-Country Partners to 

identify priority issues, objectives, targets related to current and future plans, 
projects and programs as well as sources of financing and financing shortfalls; 

b) PRF consider other existing international and regional initiatives and create 
synergies to avoid overlapping of activities and programs; 

c) PRF clearly define the indicators to facilitate better planning assessment of 
progress; and  

d) PRF report progress of implementation on SDS-SEA implementation plan at 
the EAS Partnership Council meetings 

 
1.4 Taking into consideration the recommendations from the 19th EC Meeting and the 

inputs from Country Partners during collaborative planning and consultation 
sessions from January to May 2017, the Draft SDS-SEA Implementation Plan was 
further refined.   

 
2.0 Draft SDS-SEA Implementation Plan (2017-2022) 
 
2.1 Attachment 1 is the draft SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2017-2022. The SDS-

SEA IP framework consists of three management programs (Climate Change 
Adaptation/Disaster Risk Reduction and Management; Marine Biodiversity 
Conservation and Management; and Pollution Reduction and Waste Management) 
and three cross-cutting governance programs (Blue Economy Investments and 
Sustainable Financing of the SDS-SEA; Knowledge Management and Capacity 
Building; and Ocean Governance and Strategic Partnerships). 
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2.2  Each program contains expected 2022 outcomes, targets, indicators and 
milestone activities.  

 
2.3 In order to finalize the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan, the following actions and 

schedule are proposed: 
a) Solicit further comments/inputs from 9th EAS Partnership Council (July 2017); 
b) Gather feedback from PEMSEA Partners and collaborating organizations to 

identify existing and planned programs, projects and activities (August 2017); 
c) Disseminate the revised draft to all Partners and collaborating organizations 

for final review (September 2017) 
d) Refine the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan based on inputs generated from 

PEMSEA Partners and collaborating organizations (October 2017); and 
e) Present the final SDS-SEA Implementation Plan to the 20th Executive 

Committee Meeting for review and approval (November/December 2017) 
f) Disseminate the approved SDS-SEA Implementation Plan 2017-2022 to all 

Partners, collaborating organizations and concerned stakeholders (December 
2017). 

 
3.0 Actions requested of the Technical Session: 
 
3.1 The Technical Session is invited to  

a) review and provide further input/feedback on the draft SDS-SEA 
Implementation Plan 2017-2022; and 

b) agree on the proposed actions and schedule to complete and finalize the SDS-
SEA Implementation Plan. 

 
 

*** 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
 

DRAFT SDS-SEA IMPLEMENTATION PLAN 2017-2022 
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Biodiversity Conservation and Management 
 
Objective: To conserve and manage the biodiversity of coastal and ocean areas of biological, 
ecological, social and cultural significance in the Seas of East Asia.  
 
The East Asian Seas Region is known as the global center of marine biodiversity and endemism. It 
hosts one of the most diverse and richest marine ecosystems in the world and as such, is 
considered as a global hotspot for biodiversity conservation.  The region’s marine ecosystems, 
however, are also known to be one of the most threatened by an array of drivers ranging from 
high population growth, rapid industrialization and urbanization. These drivers are exerting 
tremendous pressures on the region’s natural resource base. Local pressures, which include 
overharvesting of fishery resource, use of destructive fishing methods, land- and sea-based 
pollution, coastal development and marine recreation are most severe in Southeast Asia where 
95% of coral reefs are threatened and 50% are in the high or very high threat category. Indonesia 
and the Philippines, two of the world’s megadiversity countries, have the largest areas of 
threatened reefs (Burke et al., 2011).  Global stressors on the other hand come in the form of 
rising sea temperature, which reduce coral calcification and can elicit coral bleaching events and 
ocean acidification.  Integrated coastal management has been recommended as a necessary 
framework to help address the cumulative impacts of the various stressors.  
 
Significant effort has been made by the countries in the EAS Region in curbing the continuing 
habitat degradation and loss of biodiversity. These include among others: accession to 
biodiversity-related international conventions and agreements (i.e., CBD, CMS, CITES, RAMSAR); 
development and adoption of national biodiversity action plans, participation in regional 
programs and mechanisms with biodiversity components (i.e., CTI, SSME, ATSEA, PEMSEA, ACB); 
implementation of donor-funded and community-based biodiversity conservation projects 
focusing on species conservation; establishment of MPAs as management tools in biodiversity 
conservation and planning; and developing conservation-focused ICM programs to contribute to 
scaling up ICM to cover 25% of the regional coastline by 2025.    
 
Notwithstanding these achievements, various reports, including the SDS-SEA regional review 
covering the period 2003-2015, affirm that the following gaps and challenges remain:  

• large volume of land-based pollutant and sediments; 

• trending information indicated a steady increase in the proportion of MPAs against the 

territorial waters of the ASEAN Member States (AMS) at an average annual growth of 5% 

from 1990-2000 and a modest 0.5 % growth rate from 2000 to 2009 (WCPA data), 

however, a decline in the quality and quantity of AMS’s mangrove, seagrass and coral 

reef habitats were noted 

• a Gap Analysis on Protected Area Coverage in Southeast Asia undertaken in 2007 

indicated that for MPAs, Thailand registered the highest percentage at 4.4%, followed by 

Philippines (2.5%), Malaysia (2%); Indonesia (2%); Viet Nam (1.71%); Brunei Darussalam 

(1.4%); Singapore (1.4%) and Myanmar (0.31 %). Out of the 82 marine KBAs identified in 

the region, 78 % remain unprotected, indicating a significant representation gap. Ten 

percent are partially protected, signifying an ecological gap in the MPAs managed. Only 

12 % of the MKBAs are under protection but management concerns remain to be an issue. 
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• lack of a more scientifically and systematically designated MPA network under a master 

plan; 

• inadequate financing; 

• lack of technical capacity in assessing and evaluating effectiveness of biodiversity 

conservation, lack of evidence-based measures to show changes in biodiversity status, 

and 

• pressures on natural resources and to nearby PAs due to poverty and lack of alternative 

opportunities. 

  
The SDS-SEA Implementation Plan for 2017-2020 attempts to respond to the identified gaps and 
challenges in biodiversity conservation and management in the region over the medium term.  It 
aspires to serve as an integrated framework where contributions of various country, donors and 
other stakeholders’ projects and programs on biodiversity conservation can be captured. It will 
build on the existing and planned partnerships to promote collaboration. It will also facilitate 
integrated monitoring and reporting to generate a comprehensive picture of where the region is 
in relation to biodiversity conservation and management.  
 
 
Action Program 1: Expand regional cooperation to manage transboundary environmental 
resources. 
 
2022 Outcome: New partnerships and collaborative projects among governments, regional 
organizations, donors and investors resulting in measurable impacts and benefits in biological 
diversity conservation and management  
 
Target 1.1: Improved coordination and sharing of information and experience in biodiversity 

conservation and management at the regional, national and local levels 
 
Indicator: Interactions and sharing of information among concerned agencies and organizations 

on targeted research, policy, legislation, institutional arrangements and programs to 
protect and manage threatened and endangered marine species and coastal areas of 
biological, ecological, social and cultural   

 
Milestone activities:  

1. Conduct regional stock taking to review, share knowledge, consolidate experiences, 

identify strengths and weaknesses of current policies, legislations, institutional 

arrangements and programs on biodiversity conservation and management and actions 

to achieve the targets (PEMSEA, 2017-2019) 

2. Plan and develop targeted research on threatened species and habitat conservation, 

incorporating social and economic aspects conducted by various partners and results used 

in policy and planning of concerned national and local governments (PML, KMI, KOEM, 

KIOST, KEI, MABIK, CIPFI, 2017-2022)  

3. Collaborate on the Arafura Timor Seas Regional and National SAP implementation (ATSEA-

2; Indonesia, Timor Leste 2017-2022), which aims to: 
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• cover 125 km of coastline with ICM  

• 25% of overexploited fisheries moved to more sustainable level 

• designate two new MPAs (covering approximately 645,000 ha)  

• develop a design for a regional MPA network, among others 

4. Guide and co-ordinate input to the ASEAN Clearing-House Mechanism on biodiversity 

conservation in Southeast Asia and support reporting requirements of Partner Countries 

to multilateral environmental agreements, particularly the Convention on Biological 

Diversity (CBD) and the Aichi targets (ACB, 2017-2022) 

5. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on biodiversity conservation, protection, and 

management, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• the Tri-National Sulu-Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion Comprehensive Action Plan (SSME) 

focusing on selected bi- or tri-national projects on MPA and MPA networks; 

sustainable fisheries and livelihoods; and threatened, migratory and charismatic 

species.  (Philippines, Indonesia, Malaysia, 2012-2017) 

• a regional system of fisheries refugia in the South China Sea and Gulf of Thailand, 

aiming to operate and expand the network of fisheries refugia in the South China Sea 

and Gulf of Thailand for the improved management of fisheries and critical marine 

habitats linkages (Strategic Action Programme for the South China Sea,  Cambodia, 

China, Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam, 2016-2020). 

• TDA/SAP development in the Indonesian Seas LME to facilitate the implementation 

of EAFM/EBM and coastal management (Indonesia and Timor Leste, 2014-2018) 

• efficient and sustainable use of marine bio-resources as part of RO Korea’s 

commitment to the Nagoya Protocol; international partnerships on the utilization of 

marine bio-resources technologies promoted (RO Korea, 2014 - TBC) 

• integrated national marine ecosystem survey and management, data and 

technology-sharing with PEMSEA Country Partners facilitated (RO Korea, 2005-TBC). 

6. Develop and upload good management practices and other knowledge products to the 

SEA Knowledge Bank for showcasing success stories in biological diversity and 

management (PEMSEA, 2017-2022). 

7. Organize/co-organize policy forums and dialogues to inform and engage policy makers in 

achieving global, national and local biodiversity targets (PEMSEA, ACB, ASEAN, 2017-

2022).     

 
 

Target 1.2: Increase in bilateral and multilateral projects developed, funded and implemented in 
support of transboundary biodiversity conservation and management programs 

 
Indicators: Partner Countries, regional organizations, donors and investors jointly funding 

cooperative projects and programs effectively protecting migratory species at risk and 
their critical habitats in transboundary areas 
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Milestone activities:  
1. Facilitate and support the conduct of resource needs assessments for priority 

conservation areas (priority seascapes, marine ecoregion, marine key biodiversity areas), 

key migratory species and other keystone and threatened species and their critical 

habitats in transboundary areas (IOC WESTPAC/FIO, CTI, SSME, YSLME, 2017-2022)  

2. Conduct research on gaps and needs in biodiversity policies and programs based on 

NBSAPs of selected countries (Cambodia, Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam) and develop 

project proposals to address needs and gaps, covering species and habitats management, 

MPA management effectiveness, capacity building and public awareness activities 

(MABIK, 2017-2022) 

3. Develop project proposals in collaboration with Partner Countries, local governments and 

other regional organizations and stakeholders to access required technical assistance and 

funding for the development and implementation of management programs for 

protection and restoration of coastal and marine habitats (PEMSEA, 2017-2022).  

 
 

Action Program 2: Establish and effectively manage marine protected areas and networks of 
marine protected areas 
 
2022 Outcome: Coastal and ocean areas of biological, ecological, social and cultural significance 
in the region identified and sustainable management programs in place to achieve healthy and 
productive oceans 
 
Target 2.1: Increase access to information and experiences on ecosystem valuation and MSP  
 
Indicator: New and innovative knowledge products, tools, methodologies and learning 

opportunities on ecosystem valuation and MSP available on seaknowledgebase.net  
 

 Milestone activities: 
1. Support the replication and scaling up of innovative approaches, tools, methodologies 

and models for valuing mangrove, seagrass and coral reef ecosystem services at the 

national and sub-national levels to enhance the sustainability of marine-based enterprises 

and marine spatial planning (CCRES, 2017-2018)  

2. Facilitate access to databases on assessment and valuation of natural resources and 

ecosystem services (e.g., TEEB valuation database; WAVES global partnership) and assist 

in mainstreaming the values of biodiversity and ecosystem services into decision-making 

at all levels (Country Partners, 2017-2022). 

3. Co-ordinate and facilitate access to knowledge and experiences in the development of 

MSP for EAFM and valuation of benefits and costs derived from MSP zones, as applied in 

the Philippines,  by other Partner Countries and local governments (USAID Ecofish Project, 

2017-2018). 

4. Organize/co-organize and conduct regional and national capacity building activities in 

collaboration with partners to transfer replicable tools and methodologies in assessing 
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and valuating natural resources and ecosystem services (KMI, PML, WAVES Project 

country partners, 2017-2022) 

 
Target 2.2: Increase in the areal extent of MPAs/MPA networks with sustainable, effective and 

efficient management regimes  
 
Indicator: METT ratings of MPAs/MPA networks including land- and sea-use zoning schemes 

(e.g., MSPs), sustainable administrative, legal, economic and financial instruments and 
multi-sector partnerships  

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Facilitate and assist in monitoring, assessment and reporting by Partner Countries on the 

coverage of coastal and marine areas under protection, as part of their commitment to 

CBD and Aichi biodiversity and SDS-SEA targets (Partner Countries, ACB, IUCN, 2017-2022) 

2. Identify additional key marine biodiversity areas (corridor-wide) or highly diverse but 

impacted local areas (for locally managed MPAs) that need protection and networking to 

increase PA coverage, including habitats and sites for key migratory species identified 

(Partner Countries, ACB, IUCN, 2017-2022) 

3. Facilitate and assist in the conduct gap analyses on protected areas periodically to 

monitor the progress of conservation initiatives in the region (ACB, IUCN, 2017-2022).  

4. Plan, facilitate project proposals and seek funding for targeted research on the 

connectivity of protected areas and scaling up the creation of science-based networks of 

MPAs in the region (ACB, RCOE, ICM LCs, 2017-2022) 

5. Build capacity and promote the application of management effectiveness assessment 

tools (e.g., MEAT, METT) for measuring effective management of MPAs and enforcing 

relevant legislations (PEMSEA RCOEs, PNLC/ICM LCs, 2017-2022).  

6. Build capacity and facilitate the utilization of marine spatial tools and approaches (e.g., 

Marxan with Zones, MAPS) in designing efficiently configured MPA systems to meet 

ecological, social and economic objectives through consensus building processes (Partner 

Countries, local governments, CIPFI, KMI, 2017-2022). 

7. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on conservation, protection, and management of key 

marine biodiversity areas, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Marine Protected Area System to Conserve Marine Key Biodiversity Areas (MKBA) – 

SMART Seas Project, implemented in 5 priority sites in the Philippines, which aims to 

strengthen the conservation, protection, and management of key marine biodiversity 

areas (Philippines, CIPFI, Rare, WWF, NRFDI, Haribon Foundation, UPMSI 2012-2019) 

• Protected Area Management Enhancement Project implemented which aims to 

enhance the management of 60 existing Protected Areas and establish at least 100 

new terrestrial or marine PAs under different management regimes (nationally-

designated or through local legislation) in selected Key Biodiversity Areas of the 

Philippines (Philippines, 2012-2017) 
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• Coastal and Marine Ecosystems Rehabilitation Program (CMEMP) implemented in all 

coastal and marine areas of the Philippines covering NIPAS MPAs, locally-managed 

MPA, marine key biodiversity areas (MKBAs) and adjacent municipal waters; 

collaboration in ICM priority sites (Philippines, PEMSEA, 2017-2028) 

• Integrated management of protected areas (13 coastal wetlands PA, 12 marine 

ecological PAs, 1 marine life protected) undertaken; sharing of information and best 

practices to PEMSEA country and non-country partners facilitated (RO Korea, 2003 – 

TBC) 

• Thailand-China Collaboration Project on Ecological Management Network for MPA in 

Trad and Chumpon Provinces (Thailand, 2016-2018) 

8. Support the establishment of Timor Leste Protected Area Network and the development 

of a management regime for two catchment areas as pilot sites to demonstrate how to 

manage protected areas and corridors outside of protected areas (Timor Leste, 2016--    ) 

9. Provide training and technical assistance in MPA development and management and the 

establishment of MPAs in Dili and Liquica (Coral Triangle Project, Timor Leste, 2017-2018)  

10. Organize and conduct collaborative planning sessions with relevant national and local 

partners, including related programs and projects and other stakeholders to facilitate 

mainstreaming of MPAs/MPA networks under the broader ICM framework (PEMSEA, 

2017-2019). 

 
Target 2.3: Enhanced socio-economic benefits and changes in ecosystem health and resilience 

derived from improved management of MPAs and MPA networks 
 

Indicator: Results from pre- and post-project evaluations conducted on socio-economic impacts 
and benefits derived to local communities, economies and ecosystem health and 
resilience 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Identify, test and apply standardized guidelines, integrated approaches and innovative 

methodologies for assessing the socioeconomic benefits and changes in ecosystem health 

and resilience from improved MPAs and MPA networks in selected sites (e.g., well-being 

approach; SOC reporting; ecosystem health card; OHI assessment; City Biodiversity Index; 

etc.) (Partner Countries; CI; Singapore, 2017-2019) 

2. Promote and facilitate the use of M & E and reporting, including gap analyses on 

protected area management in addressing conservation gaps and identifying other forms 

of assistance for the effective management of the MPAs and MPA networks (Partner 

Countries, 2017-2022).  

3. Develop and demonstrate National State of Oceans and Coasts (NSOC) reporting system 

as a platform for integrating local and national monitoring data on biodiversity 

conservation and management and as means to disseminate information on the 

relationship between conservation actions and impacts (Partner Countries , 2017-2022). 
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Action Program 3: Scale-up the implementation of ICM programs to restore and conserve 
coastal habitats and enhance ecosystem services to coastal communities.  
 
2022 Outcome: ICM system utilized extensively among national and local governments of the 
region in protecting, restoring and managing coastal habitats and enhancing ecosystem services 
to coastal communities 
  
Target 3.1: Increase in the number of local governments with ICM programs focused on restoring 

and maintaining the integrity and value of coastal ecosystems and the services  
 

Indicator: Local government ICM programs with management plans for protecting, restoring and 
conserving coastal habitats 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize/co-organize and conduct training on core ICM methodologies (baseline 

assessment, RA/VA, IIMS, SOC, strategic and operational planning) and specialized 

training to assess the status of coastal ecosystems and in valuing coastal ecosystems and 

their services provided to national and local governments in 8 countries (2017-2019). 

2. Collaborate with and share information on national bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on habitat conservation, protection, and management 

including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Climate change impact on biodiversity conducted in Cambodia specifically 

focusing on assessing the vulnerability of 23 protected areas to climate change 

threats; conduct of biodiversity survey and consultation with communities living 

in PAs; formulate PA management plans including assessing the need for 

expansion; identify the most vulnerable endangered species to climate change 

and test specific management options (Cambodia and conservation orgs, 2016-

2018). 

• One Map Mangrove developed for Indonesia, which requires mapping all 

mangroves in the country including rehabilitation of priority mangrove locations 

(Indonesia, 2014-2019). 

• Coral reef rehabilitation undertaken in Lampung Province and Central Sulawesi 

Province with the aim of increasing live coral cover; requires technical support in 

monitoring (Indonesia, May-November 2017). 

• Fisheries management in Nam Ngum1 reservoir in Vientiane LAO PDR improved 

through evaluation of existing fisheries co-management system, provision of 

technical assistance on fisheries co-management approach and development of 

guidelines on fisheries co-management in the reservoir (LAO PDR, 2018 – TBC).  

• Biodiversity and Watersheds Improved for Stronger Economy and Ecosystems 

Resilience Project implemented in 7 priority sites covering 780,000 hectares 

supporting in the process restoration initiatives in mangrove and beach forest 

areas along the typhoon belt of the Philippines and promoting PPP (Philippines, 
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2012-2017). 

• SGP 5 implemented in the Philippines through community-based biodiversity 

conservation initiatives and actions in selected priority sites in the Philippines 

(Philippines, UNDP, 2013-2017). 

• Integrated Natural Resources and Environmental Management Project 

implemented addressing unsustainable watershed management in 4 priority river 

basins benefiting 350,000 households comprising of indigenous peoples and 

resource poor communities living in 2,201 barangays within the four river basins 

(Philippines, 2013-2020). 

• Partnerships for Biodiversity Conservation Project implemented which aims to 

increase the capacity of local governments in mainstreaming biodiversity 

conservation in production landscapes/seascapes geared towards the protection 

and enhancement of the quality of the environment and the sustainable 

management of the natural resources in 12 provinces (Philippines, 2011-2017). 

• Strengthening National Systems to Improve Governance and Management of 

Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities Conserved Areas and Territories 

(Philippine ICCA Project) implemented which aims to strengthen the 

conservation, protection and management of key biodiversity sites by 

institutionalizing Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities Conserved Areas 

and Territories (ICCAs) as a sustainable addition to the national PA estate. 

(Philippines, 2016-2019). 

• Sustainable coastal protection through biodiversity conservation in coastal 

ecosystems affected by typhoons in the Visayas Region (ProCoast) project 

implemented which aims to assist DENR with the implementation of a 

participatory and holistic coastal zone management through the rehabilitation of 

mangrove and beach forests in coastal areas vulnerable to typhoons. (Philippines, 

GIZ, 2015-2018). 

• Restoration of abandoned salt ponds and fishing farms to recover ecological 

functions and revitalize local economy conducted; knowledge exchange 

promoted with PEMSEA country and non-country partners (RO Korea, 2009-TBC) 

• Integrated coastal and marine resources management program in Pathiu Bay, 

Chumphon Province implemented which aims to develop the knowledge base 

and capacity for integrated CRM and develop a long-term plan for ICRM (Thailand, 

IUCN, 2016 – present) 

• Fisheries and Habitat Management, Climate Change and Social Well-being in 

Southeast Asia project implemented, which aims to promote sustainable use of 

aquatic resources and reduced vulnerability to climate change by coastal/rural 

(fishing) communities in the ASEAN region. (SEAFDEC; SIDA; BOBLME; CTI-CFF; 

FAO/APFIC; MRC; UNEP; IUCN/MFF; ILO; USAID; ASEAN Member states, 2013-

2018). 

• Dugong and seagrass conservation project implemented in Timor Leste with the 
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following components: identification of priority sites, incentivizing community 

engagement through volunteer ecotourism, mainstreaming dugongs and their 

seagrass habitats in coastal zone planning and decision-making, awareness raising 

on dugong and seagrass conservation and institutional arrangements to support 

implementation (Timor Leste, 2015-2018).  

• Mangrove protection and re-afforestation and mangrove-supportive livelihoods 

established in Timor Leste as part of building shoreline resilience to protect 

communities and their livelihoods (Timor Leste, 2016-2019). 

• Coastal Resources for Sustainable Development Project implemented in Vietnam 

with the aim of improving sustainable management of coastal fisheries in 8 

provinces; entails application of MSP for EAFM and fisheries co-management; 

selected provinces linked to the ICM programs of priority provinces of VASI 

(Vietnam, Word Bank, 2013-2018). 

 

• Integrated Coastal and Mangrove Protection in the Mekong Provinces 

implemented in 5 provinces and scaled up to cover 13 provinces in the Mekong 

Delta region (Vietnam, GIZ Vietnam, 2014-2017). 

• Protection of biodiversity in the central Annamites using a landscape approach in 

biodiversity conservation and creating alternative livelihoods for local 

communities in 2 coastal provinces in central Vietnam to reduce the negative 

impacts on biodiversity (Vietnam, 2016-2017).  

• Saving Species Project implemented with the aim of strengthening wildlife law 

enforcement and prosecution; improve and harmonize the legal framework to 

combat wildlife crime; and reduce consumer demand for and consumption of 

illegal wildlife and wildlife products in Vietnam (Vietnam, 2016-2021).  

3. Expand and use networks of local governments (PNLG, ICLEI and others) as venues for 

capacity strengthening and reporting of progress in implementation of conservation-

focused ICM programs (PEMSEA, 2017-2019). 

 
 

Target 3.2: Increase in local governments use of coastal use zoning plans schemes  
 

Indicator:  Local government development plans with coastal use zoning schemes providing 
due consideration to significant coastal and marine sites, habitats and resources 

 
Milestone activities: 
1. Organize/co-organize and conduct training and scaling up of the application of tools 

supporting MSP development, covering ecosystem services flow, marine reserves 

designation, and opportunities for sustainable businesses (CCRES, 2017-2018)  

2. Organize/co-organize training and scaling up of applications in the application of coastal 

use zoning/sea use zoning scheme/marine spatial planning for fisheries management in 

China and the Philippines, in other Partner Countries and local governments in the region 
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(Partner Countries, USAID Ecofish Project, 2017-2019)  

3. Collaborate with Lao PDR and identify and provide technical assistance on integrated 

spatial planning and strategic environmental assessment applied in Lao PDR to support 

the development of a national standard and implementation of Green Clean Beautiful 

concept for targeted cities (Lao PDR, 2017-2022). 

 
 
Target 3.3: Capacities of local governments in innovative financing and investment mechanisms 

enhanced 
 
Indicator: Innovative financing mechanisms, tools and capacities to help sustain restoration and 

conservation management programs, such as blue carbon bonds, payment for 
ecosystem services and PPP, transferred to local governments 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Collaborate with and share information on national bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on habitat conservation, protection, and management 

including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Biodiversity Finance Initiative (BIOFIN) project implemented which is anticipated to 

contribute to closing the global financing gap and conservation and sustainable use 

of biological diversity through identifying, assessing, combining and sequencing 

sources of biodiversity funding to meet the country’s specific needs (Philippines, 

2013-2017) 

• Philippine Rural Development Project implemented, which aims to increase rural 

incomes and enhance farm and fishery productivity in targeted areas by supporting 

smallholders and fishers to increase their marketable surpluses and their access to 

markets; PRDP sites can be linked to the ICM priority sites of DENR (Philippines, 2014-

2021) 

• Marriott Partnership on mangrove restoration and sustainable livelihood practices 

implemented which aims to support local communities and Thai government in their 

mangrove restoration efforts and local community’s businesses as part of Marriott’s 

sustainable supply chain (Thailand, IUCN Mangroves for the Future, Marriott Hotels 

and Resorts (2013 – present) 

• Restoration of coastal forest in 8 provinces covering 400 kilometers of coastline (12% 

of Vietnam’s total coastline) to enhance resilience to climate change implemented 

with the use of modern monitoring systems, market driven payments for ecosystem 

services, promotion of improved planning, modelling based determination of site 

level investments, and upgrading production systems for coastal commodities and 

promoting integrated value addition (Vietnam, pipeline project) 

• Ha Long – Cat Ba Alliance established in Vietnam which aims to preserve the area’s 

outstanding values by establishing a high-level, business-led Alliance Leadership 

Committee comprised of business leaders, political representatives from Quang Ninh 
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and Hai Phong, relevant government agencies, and the U.S. Embassy to set a vision 

and advise on the Alliance work plan, including the implementation of a certification 

standard for overnight cruise companies and improving water quality in Ha Long – Cat 

Ba (Vietnam, IUCN, 2014-2017) 

• Business plans developed to support a network of financially sustainable MPAs under 

the SmartSeas Project (Philippines, 2012-2019) 

2. In collaboration with Partner Countries and local governments implementing ICM 
programs, identify pilot sites for developing and demonstrating innovative financing 
mechanisms supporting investments in blue economy projects, including ICM Code, blue 
carbon, ecotourism, pollution reduction/waste management, and sustainable fisheries 
and aquaculture (Partner Countries, local governments, international investors, fund 
managers, 2018-2019). 
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Climate Change (CC) Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction and Management 
(DRRM) 
 
Objective: To strengthen capacities in managing the risks associated with and improving resilience 
to climate change and other natural and anthropogenic hazards across the region. 
 
For EAS countries, climate change adaptation/disaster risk reduction is a key area of concern due 
to the major impacts of ocean warming, sea level rise, and ocean acidification, which are very 
likely to increase significantly throughout the 21st century. Member States have themselves 
identified climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction as national priorities towards the 
achievement of sustainable development, particularly in terms of enhancing adaptive capacity, 
risk assessment, and improving response systems and infrastructure. 
 
Over the years, the region has shown its commitment of addressing climate change and disaster 
risks. The EAS countries are parties to the UN Framework Convention for Climate Change 
(UNFCCC), the Hyogo Framework of Action (2005-2015) and the Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction (2015-2030). Several regional commitments have also been entered by the 
countries highlighting CC and DRR as priorities, and as part of the overall implementation of the 
SDS-SEA through integrated coastal management (ICM). These include the Manila Declaration 
(2009) and the Changwon Declaration (2012). In 2015, countries in the EAS region adopted the 
updated SDS-SEA integrating the “Adapt” Strategy, which provides the clear framework and 
strategies for addressing CC/DRR. Similarly, Action 3.2 of the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan (2012-
2016) covered the priorities of CCA/DRR through scaling up the implementation of ICM programs.  
 
Despite the progress of Partner Countries in developing climate smart policy and legislation, 
including the establishment of national institutional mechanisms for CCA/DRR, as well as on-the-
ground management programs on improving natural defenses through habitat restoration and 
management, fisheries and livelihoods management, much still needs to be done.  
 
The regional review of the implementation of the SDS-SEA (2003-2015) highlighted the following 
gaps and constraints in addressing climate and disaster risks in the EAS Countries: 

• Natural disaster impact not fully considered in coastal infrastructure 

• Poor inter-sectoral coordination in disaster response 

• Low capacity in ocean observation and forecasting for early responses and assessment of 

impact from storm surges, tsunami and other marine disasters 

• Information and education at local level is weak about climate change 

• Low individual and institutional capacity for oil spill preparedness 

• Lack of public participation in disaster management 

 
A review published by the Stockholm Environment Institute in 2016 on CCA readiness in the 
ASEAN countries, identified the following critical gaps1: 

1) Lack of adequate funding 

                                                 
1 Stockholm Environment Institute. 2016. Climate change adaptation readiness in the ASEAN countries. Discussion Brief. 
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2) Adaptation demands multi-level action (from national to provincial, to 

district/regency/city/municipality and village level, but countries’ efforts are still focused 

on the national level. There are some local adaptation actions, but they are not 

widespread enough to create a multiplier effect and energize a broader local constituency 

for adaptation. Opportunities are being missed to learn from local practices and 

knowledge that could inform adaptation actions. 

3)  It is unclear how well climate change impacts are understood and addressed in 

adaptation planning. Much of the work on adaptation planning has focused on impacts, 

failing to address the multi-faceted nature of climate risk, and neglecting key factors that 

determine adaptive capacity.  

4) Major sources of vulnerability, linked to social structures and poverty, are not being 

addressed. A closely related issue is that adaptation efforts are failing to engage and listen 

to vulnerable populations in adaptation discussions and decision-making.  

 
Results of the collaborative planning conducted with the Partner Countries between January and 
May 2017 reinforced further the need to strengthen adaptation and mitigation policies, 
institutional/technical/scientific capacity, financial resources, technologies and technology 
transfer, data/information availability and sharing, monitoring and evaluation of programs, and 
the application of scientific/research outputs for the implementation of management programs.  
 
Based on the above assessments, the following action programs are formulated to step-up the 
efforts of integrating CCA/DRR into the governance and management of coastal and marine areas 
and their contiguous river basins.  
 
 
Action Program 1:  Integrate the management of coastal and ocean ecosystems into the 
CC/DRRM policies and financing processes of national and local governments. 
 
2022 Outcome: ICM and CC/DRRM policies, programs and actions adopted, implemented and 
coordinated across national and local levels of government 
 
Target 1.1: Policies and institutional mechanisms that promote and facilitate an “all-of-

government” approach to sustainable development, climate change adaptation and 
disaster risk reduction and management developed and strengthened in all PEMSE 
Partner Countries  

 
Indicator: ICM and CC/DRRM policies, coordinating mechanisms and programs adopted and 

institutionalized in countries across the region 
 

Milestone activities: 
1. Organize/co-organize policy dialogues at the regional and national levels to review and 

assess good practices, shortcomings and needs in EAS countries for integrating and 

coordinating sustainable development and CC/DRRM agenda (2018-2022), including: 

• land and sea use planning 
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• vulnerability and risk assessment 

• investments in climate smart infrastructure 

• monitoring and forecasting and early warning  

• all-of-government policies, legislation, institutional arrangements and planning 

and implementation processes 

2. Provide technical assistance to Partner Countries to review and assess CCA/DRR policies, 

legislation and programs, identifying and recommending opportunities to strengthen 

linkages between “oceans and coasts” and “climate change” initiatives across sectors and 

levels of governments (2018-2019) 

3. Forge collaborative agreements and arrangements with regional and international 

organizations and institutions (e.g., ADPC; UNISDR, universities) to provide improved 

access to capacity development opportunities in CC/DRRM among Partner Countries and 

local governments (2018-2019) 

4. In collaboration with Partner Countries and local governments, plan and develop project 

proposals to provide technical and financial in support of: 

• strengthening governance mechanisms and capacities of national coordinating 

institutions for climate change mitigation and response (Cambodia, 2018-2019)  

• legal and regulatory framework for resilient low carbon development (Cambodia, 

2016-2018) 

5. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 
projects in the region, which focus on climate change and disaster risk reduction and 
management, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• National policy on climate change adaptation and 120 community action plans in 

pilot districts of East Sumba, Manggarai and Sabu Raijua developed based on 

identified future climate risks and vulnerability assessments (Indonesia, 2012-

2017) 

• Enhanced ocean and fisheries sector’s response to climate change and their 

contribution/s to the implementation of national policies and activities related to 

adaptation of climate change effects strengthened (RO Korea, 2016 – TBC) 

• Amendment of the 2nd Fundamental Plan for Coastal Maintenance developed, 

including the development of coastal maintenance plan every 10 years for 

effective management of coastal areas from coastal disasters and climate change 

(RO Korea, 2015 – TBC); 

• Strengthened capacity of relevant line ministries and other stakeholders in 

planning and implementation of NAMAs (National Appropriate Mitigation Action) 

in accordance with the Paris Agreement (Vietnam, 2015-2018); 

• Policy financing matrix for Climate Change and Green Growth National Strategies 

(Vietnam, June 2016 – June 2017); 
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Target 1.2: Climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and management projects and 
programs incorporated into national and local government medium-term development 
and investment plans 

 
Indicator:  Public sector investments in climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and 

management programs and projects at national and local levels 
 

Milestone activities: 
1. Provide technical advice and support to Partner Countries to incorporate SDS-SEA/ICM, 

CCA/DRR, and SAP/NAP targets into the respective medium-term investment plans of 3 

national governments and 8 local governments and initiate investments (GEF/UNDP SDS-

SEA project, 2014-2019) 

2. Plan and develop project proposals with Partner Countries to fill identified gaps and needs 
in CCA/DRRM programs and capacities and seek technical and financial assistance to 
accelerate these programs and benefit highly vulnerable coastal communities (2017-
2022) 

3. Seek accreditation to sources of funding for climate change and disaster risk reduction 
projects and programs, including Green Climate Fund, the Adaptation Fund and the 
Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund (CEPF) 

 
4. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on climate change and disaster risk reduction and 
management, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• technical and financial capacity to reduce disaster risk and manage the socio-

economic and fiscal impacts of natural disasters (Philippines, 2015-2018). 

• strengthened capacity to prepare the Risk Resiliency and Sustainability Program and 

enhance readiness for initiating its implementation (Philippines, 2018-). 

• CCA and DRR mainstreamed into development planning with components on: a) 

climate/disaster risk assessment and mapping for effective decision-making; b) 

capacity development for national and provincial government; c) social innovation 

with the involvement of public private partnership; and d) urban resilience to climate 

change and disasters (MADRID Project) (Thailand 2014 – 2018) 

• enhanced climate change resilience planning and action from community to national 

level in the forest and agriculture sectors (Vietnam, 2012-2017) 

• improved inter-sectoral coastal planning and public investment finance 

programming across selected key sectors in support of climate change and green 

growth action; developed and safeguard selected natural resources services; and 

selected cleaner production systems promoted (Vietnam, 2016-2017); 

• Red River Delta Adaptation and Youth (READY) project implemented to enhance 

resilience in the region by utilizing youth to advance effective and innovative climate 

change adaptation actions; 3 coastal provinces assisted (Nam Dinh, Thai Binh, and 

Hai Phong) to develop and implement climate change action plans with the 

participation of youth, young government professionals and civil society partners 
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(Vietnam, 2015-2018); 

• vulnerability assessments completed in 9 villages in Dili; strategic development plan 

and annual action plan for the agro-meteorological department of MAF developed 

(Timor-Leste, 2013-2018); 

• improved understanding of the natural disaster risks faced by the Dili-Ainaro 

corridor, and evidence based planning and investment strengthened; national and 

sub-national capacity for managing disaster risks developed including mainstreaming 

DRM in national, sub-national and sectoral strategies; effective risk management 

practices demonstrated to make assets and livelihoods more disaster and climate 

resilient in the Dili-Ainaro corridor (Timor-Leste, 2014-2018); 

• climate change vulnerability, adaptation and mitigation programs implemented, 

covering vulnerability assessment/mapping of vulnerable communities; adaptation 

planning and mainstreaming of plans into sector programs; establishing and 

strengthening National Designated Authority; developing Clean Development 

Mechanism projects; developing strategic framework for engagement with the 

Global Climate Change Fund; implementation of NAPA; and  protection of ozone 

layer  through phase out of harmful gases, adoption of new technologies and 

development of alternative energy sources (Timor-Leste, 2017-2022) 

 
 
Action Program 2: Enhance understanding of the risks of climate change and other 
anthropogenic and natural hazards to people, economies and ecosystems, including fisheries, 
and act to reduce their impacts 
 
2022 Outcome: Partner Countries’ policies, plans and programs benefiting from sound scientific 
input covering priorities such as: 1) sea level rise; 2) fisheries and aquaculture and food security; 
3) ocean acidification; and 4) ocean deoxygenation 
 
 
Target 2.1: Outputs from scientific studies and research translated into knowledge products and 

informative documents for use by policymakers, planners and managers  
 

Indicator:  Targeted research projects cover sea level rise, ocean warming, coastal erosion, ocean 
acidification, and other anthropogenic and natural hazards in coastal waters and sub-
regional sea areas of the region 

  
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize/co-organize planning and development of ocean and climate research projects 

with Partner Countries and scientific organizations and institutions (MABIK, PML, IOC 

WESTPAC, SOA/FIO, KIOST, KOEM, China, Indonesia, Cambodia, Philippines, Vietnam, 

2017-2022) 

2. Collaborate on the implementation of targeted research projects, bridging connections 

between scientific organizations and institutions, national focal agencies, local 
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governments, PNLC members and other stakeholders (2018-2022) 

3. Identify and recognize at least one Regional Center of Excellence for climate change and 

one for disaster risk reduction and management to provide input to and guide related 

targeted research activities and outputs (2018-2022) 

4. Enhance linkages and scientific cooperation with ocean observation networks (e.g., Global 

Ocean Acidification Observing Network) (2018-2022)  

5. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

targeted research projects in the region, which focus on climate change and disaster risk 

reduction and management, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• climate information and early warning system and national and sectoral climate 

change vulnerability assessments (Cambodia, 2016-2018) 

• low carbon resilient approaches and options developed and tested in urban areas 

(Cambodia, 2016-2018) 

• System for Climate Vulnerability Index (SIDIK) (Indonesia, 2017-ongoing) 

• improved scientific knowledge regarding climate change impacts on Arafura and 

Timor Seas ecosystem goods and services, and strengthened adaptive capacity 

of local communities (ATSEA-2; Indonesia; 2017-2022) 

• vulnerability mapping of Xebangfai river basin, Lao PDR conducted (Lao PDR; 

2018-2022) (project conceptualization; financial, technical and scientific support 

required) 

• improved capacity of MONRE, Vietnam National Mekong Committee and 

relevant agencies to manage trans-boundary water resources and climate risks 

through river basin approaches and improved water resources data collection, 

analysis, and exchange:  institutional development of IWRM; establishment of 

water resource monitoring network; strengthening the hydro-meteorological 

information network, flood forecasting and warning system (Vietnam, 2013-

2019); 

• improved decision-making for planning and budgeting using accurate and up-to-

date climate information and trend analyses; early warning and weather 

monitoring system in placed to help mitigate the impact of, and promote 

adaptation to climate variability (Timor-Leste, 2014-2018) 

 

 
Target 2.2: Innovative projects/approaches applied to improve natural defenses and carbon sink 

capacities of relevant habitats and enhancing the resiliency of ecosystems in highly 
vulnerable coastal areas 

 
Indicator: Bilateral and multilateral support for project proposals developed and funded in coastal 

areas that are highly vulnerable to the impacts of climate change 
 

Milestone activities: 
1. Provide technical advice and support to Partner Countries and local governments to 
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develop and implement ICM programs at selected sites, which focus on strengthening 

the coverage and effectiveness of CCA/DRRM programs and capacities (GEF/UNDP SDS-

SEA project, 2014-2019) with the following outputs: 

• Regional/national policy assessments, hazard and vulnerability mapping/ 

assessments, impact studies and gap analyses conducted to understand 

emergency response, compensation and other factors related to community 

resiliency, at priority sites 

• CCA/DRRM-focused ICM demonstration projects in seven countries 

implemented, covering highly vulnerable coastal communities and provide 

evidence of improved awareness, preparedness and resiliency to the impacts of 

climate change, oil spills and other natural and manmade hazards 

• Local governments implementing ICM programs demonstrate improved 

management effectiveness, sustainability and benefits from CUZ/MSP and other 

relevant management tools and processes, for healthy and resilient ecosystem 

products and services and addressing CCA and DRRM  

2. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on climate change and disaster risk reduction and 

management, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Climate change (CC) vulnerability of communities and the fragile wetland eco-

systems reduced (GEF Climate Adaptation in Wetland Areas, Lao PDR, 2015-2020) 

• Forest conservation and REDD+ measures implemented (GIZ Climate Protection 

through Avoided Deforestation (CLiPAD-II), Lao PDR, 2014-2018) 

• Enhanced community competitiveness and resilience through ecosystem-based 

approaches (ADB Greater Mekong Subregion: Cambodia, Lao PDR, Viet Nam, 

2017 -) 

• Approaches that would enable targeted communities to adapt to the potential 

impacts of climate variability and change developed and demonstrated through 

strengthening existing institutional frameworks for climate change adaptation, 

and by the demonstration of cost-effective adaptation strategies in agriculture 

and natural resources management (PhilCCAP, Philippines, 2016-2017) 

• Functional structures for registration, coordination and governance of REDD+ 

activities in the Philippines at national and decentralized levels, social, ecological 

and governance safeguards, and tested options for financing and benefit-sharing, 

based on clear regulations and definition of roles and tasks of government 

agencies in placed (Philippines, 2013-2017) 

• Forestland management in three critical river basins through the implementation 

of collaborative and comprehensive Community-Based Forest Management 

(CBFM) strategies strengthened; degraded forestlands in three (3) critical river 

basin (Upper Magat and Cagayan, Upper Pampanga, and Jalaur) rehabilitated; 

forest conservation and socio-economic conditions of affected communities 

improved; contributed to disaster risk mitigation efforts in vulnerable areas; and 
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strengthened forestland management through community-based management 

strategies; (Philippines, 2012-2022) 

• Forest coastal management developed to enhance resilience to climate change 

through the Forest Sector Modernization and Coastal Resilience Enhancement 

Project (Vietnam, pipeline project) 

• Improved management of marine and coastal resources to cope with climate 

changes including surveys and assessment of marine and coastal resources, 

developing information and communication technology, and enhancing marine 

and coastal conservation (Thailand, 2016-2019); 

• GCF-UNDP project implemented in 28 coastal provinces and interventions that 

have been tested to increase resilience of vulnerable coastal communities 

through safe housing, robust mangrove coverage, and climate risk information to 

improve planning and protection efforts scaled-up (Vietnam, 2016-2021); 

• Strengthened coastal zone management around the Mekong Delta to better cope 

with changing environment, thereby establishing a basis for sustainable growth 

(Integrated Coastal and Mangrove Protection in the Mekong Provinces/Climate 

Change and Coastal Ecosystems Programme (Phase I and II); Vietnam, 2011-

2018); 

• Climate-smart, low emission, and resilient development that protects people, 

landscapes, and biodiversity in the central Annamites, with a focus on Quang Nam 

and Thua Thien Hue provinces supported (Vietnam, 2016-2017); 

• Improved coastal forest management to enhance resilience to climate change in 

8 provinces in 3 subregions (Quang Tri, Thanh Hoa, Nghe An, Ha Tinh, Quang Binh, 

Thuan Thien Hue, Quang Ninh and Hai Phong) (Vietnam; pipeline project); 

 

Target 2.3: Technical assistance provided to develop new project proposals and seek financial 
support for ICM projects aimed at decreasing vulnerability of coastal communities, 
applying blue economy solutions and improving food security and livelihood options.  

 
Indicator: National, bilateral and multi-lateral funded projects in support of sustainable coastal 

fisheries, alternative and supplemental livelihood programs in ecotourism, sustainable 
aquaculture, etc., with special attention on benefits derived to women, children and 
marginalized and impoverished sectors of coastal communities 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. In collaboration with Partner Countries and local governments, develop and implement 

pilot projects on sustainable/alternative livelihoods for fishers and fishing communities, 

targeting 25% household income improvement in 10% of households generating income 

from non-fishing sources (GEF/UNDP SDS-SEA project, 2014-2019) 

2. Prepare and disseminate knowledge products and informative materials on supplemental 

livelihood policies, capacities and incentive programs and promote the replication of 

sustainable/alternative livelihood programs in 4 other fishing communities (GEF/UNDP 



PC/17DOC/02                                                                                                                             Page 23 of 56 

SDS-SEA project, 2014-2019) 

3. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects in the region, which focus on climate change and disaster risk reduction and 

management, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Climate adaptation and resilience in Cambodia’s coastal fisheries dependent 

communities strengthened through sustainable ecosystem management and 

community protected area management (Cambodia, 2017-2021); 

• Adaptive capacity and resilience of rural communities using micro-watershed 

approaches to climate change and variability strengthened (Cambodia, 2018-

2019); 

• LULUCF and REDD+ Reporting Capacity strengthened (Cambodia, 2016-2017) 

• Climate change risk profiles and action plans for climate change adaptation 

developed for fisheries sectors in Cilacao, Palabuhan Ratu, Banyuwangi and 

Pangandaran through the Indonesia Climate Change Fund Project (Indonesia, 

2016-2017); 

• Adaptation of local community enhanced through the implementation of the 

Program Kampung Iklim (ProKlim)/Climate Village covering: control of drought, 

flood, and landslide; increasing a food security; control of climate-related 

diseases; handling or anticipating sea level rise, rob, sea water intrusion, abrasion, 

ablation or erosion due to wind, high waves; Waste management, solid and liquid 

waste; processing and utilization of wastewater; Use of new renewable energy, 

conservation and energy saving; agricultural cultivation; Increased vegetation 

cover; and prevention and control of forest and land fires. (Indonesia, 2010-

ongoing)  

• Priority local investments in rural infrastructure and enterprise development 

derived from agricultural and fisheries modernization plans, using a value chain 

approach, and through stakeholder consultations supported and financed. 

Enhanced agricultural and fisheries planning, resource programming and 

implementation adopted (PRDP, Philippines, 2014-2021); 

• Capacity building and awareness raising of coastal communities on managing 

water resources for agriculture with resilience to climate change conducted; and 

prototype of Community Water Run-off Management for Climate Change 

Adaptation developed (Thailand-China Project Collaboration on Community 

Water Runoff Management for Climate Change Adaptation (Phase II) (Thailand, 

2017 – 2018);  

• Mekong Delta Integrated Climate Resilience and Sustainable Livelihoods Project 

implemented to enhance tools for climate-smart planning and improve climate 

resilience of land and water management practices in selected provinces of the 

Mekong delta in Vietnam, with components on: enhancing monitoring, analytics, 

and information systems; managing floods in the upper delta; adapting to salinity 

transitions in the delta estuary; protecting coastal areas in the Delta Peninsula; 
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project management and capacity building (Vietnam, 2016-2022);   

• Increased resilience of the people and economic assets to natural hazards in 

selected river basins of the project provinces within the overall framework of 

Vietnam’s national disaster prevention, response and mitigation strategy towards 

2020 through strengthening of Disaster Risk Management (DRM) institutions; 

strengthening of weather forecasting and early warning systems; community-

based disaster risk management (Vietnam, 2012-2019); 

• Enhanced climate change resilience planning and action from community to 

national level; national policies and strategies on response to climate change and 

low emissions in placed; development with a focus on reducing emissions from 

forestry and agriculture sectors and strengthening climate-smart livelihoods and 

settlements, particularly in rural areas; long-term climate change risks and gender 

vulnerabilities in both forest and delta landscapes addressed (Vietnam, 2012-

2017); 

• Infrastructure facilities to improve urban environmental conditions and climate 

change adaptation in three coastal cities of Dong Hoi (Quang Binh province), Hoi 

An (Quang Nam province), and Sam Son (Thanh Hoa province) constructed and 

upgraded (Vietnam, 2015-2023); 

• Infrastructure assets in disaster affected project provinces reconstructed and 

rehabilitated based on ‘build back better’ approach and the capacity of the 

government to effectively respond to future disaster events strengthened 

(Vietnam; pipeline project); 

• Reconstruction and rehabilitation infrastructure mechanisms developed in 

disaster affected project provinces (Emergency Natural Resources Reconstruction 

Project Vietnam, pipeline project);  

• Established infrastructure facilities to improve urban environmental conditions in 

three coastal cities (Vietnam, pipeline project); 

• Increased community resilience in Oecusse through: protecting and conserving 

community water sources through micro-watershed technology; improving 

sanitation and hygiene practices in villages and schools; building the capacity of 

local nongovernmental and community-based organizations; and establishing 

savings and credit groups to increase community income and the ability to 

provide funds to maintain water sources; (Timor-Leste, 2015-2018); 

• Conservation Agriculture, Permaculture and Sustainable Fisheries Management: 

Enhancing Food and Nutrition Security and Reducing Disaster Risk in Timor-Leste 

(adjustment of current cropping and fisheries management towards conservation 

agriculture, permaculture and integrated fisheries techniques promoting 

sustainable production; increased food production, agricultural income, and 

women’s empowerment) (Timor-Leste; 2015-2018) 

• Improved scientific knowledge regarding climate change impacts on Arafura and 

Timor Seas ecosystem goods and services; strengthened adaptive capacity of local 
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communities; (ATSEA 2; Timor-Leste; 2017-2022) 

 
 

Target 2.4: Evidence provided on impacts and benefits of projects and other initiatives aimed at 
local communities, economies and ecosystem health and resilience  

 
Indicator:  Assessments of projects/initiatives in terms of reductions in vulnerability, improved 

resiliency, improved economy, increased livelihood options and enhanced food security  
 

Milestone activities: 
1. Organize and facilitate the conduct of studies on the socioeconomic impact of specific 

natural and anthropogenic hazards, including climate change in at least seven (7) pilot 

demonstration projects in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Timor-Leste 

and Vietnam (PEMSEA, 2019) 

2. Organize and facilitate the conduct of assessments of the effectiveness of emergency 

response, compensation and other factors related to community resiliency, including 

community awareness and linkages between local and national systems in ICM learning 

sites in Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam 

(PEMSEA, 2019)  

3. Build capacity and guide the preparation of SOC reports by local governments 

implementing ICM programs, including assessment of benefits/impacts of habitat 

protection, fisheries and livelihood management programs in improving adaptive capacity 

and resiliency of communities (PEMSEA, 2019)  

 

 
Action Program 3: Foster knowledge sharing and technical support networks and partnerships 
to support climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction and management initiatives.  
 
2022 Outcome: Regional knowledge platform on CC/DRRM functional and effective in 
capacitating planners and managers at national and local levels 
 
Target 3.1: A comprehensive knowledge management platform with linkages to global, regional, 

national and local knowledge systems.      
 

Indicator: Collaborative education and training activities and access to technical advice and 
assistance support identified, promoted and implemented through the regional 
knowledge platform 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Operate and maintain PEMSEA’s SEA Knowledge Bank covering CCA/DRRM 

methodologies, approaches, case studies, best practices and impacts and benefits 

2. Develop/co-develop and conduct special skills training modules covering CCA/DRR, 

risk/vulnerability assessment and MSP (PEMSEA, 2019); 

3. In collaboration with various partners (e.g., PNLC, Non-Country Partners, other 
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collaborators), strengthened capacity of local and national governments/agencies to 

prepare hazard/vulnerability maps, particularly to identify and evaluate vulnerable 

coastal and watershed areas, resources, habitats, coastal communities, and sectors of 

coastal communities using the pilot sites as the learning areas (PEMSEA, 2019). 

4. Support the development and integration of CC and environmental issues into the 

educational curriculum at all levels (Cambodia, 2016-2018) 

5. Support the design and development of a Knowledge Management System on CC and GG 

(Cambodia, pipeline project) 

 
 
Target 3.2: Knowledge sharing events conducted with policymakers and business leaders to 
enhance connections between climate change adaptation, disaster risk reduction and 
management and sustainable development.    

 
Indicator: Events organized and conducted each year focused on political and business leaders 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize/co-organize at least one (1) regional/national workshop each year to: a) review, 

assess and disseminate progress, achievements and good practices on CCA/DRR; b) 

facilitate the development and adoption of climate smart policies and/or legislation; c) 

promote the development or improvement, installation and operationalization of early 

warning response systems and measures for natural (e.g., typhoons; flooding) and 

anthropogenic (e.g., HABs; oil spills) hazards; and d) promote investments in climate 

change adaptation measures, including soft and hard engineering improvements  

2. Organize and conduct at least one (1) round table involving policy and decision makers 

and business leaders to delineate opportunities and barriers, as well as roles and 

responsibilities in building a more resilient community (e.g., Ocean Leadership Forum) 

(2018-2022) 

 
Target 3.3: Investments in green industry, technology and practices improving the health and 

resilience of coastal and ocean ecosystems against climate change and the 
sustainability of coastal communities and local economies 

 
Indicator: Investments promoted and facilitated in coastal areas in collaboration with local 

governments, coastal communities, corporate sector and investors 
 

Milestone Activities: 
1. In collaboration with Partner Countries, develop at least one (1) project per country for 

submission to the GCF funding (2019-2022) 

2. In collaboration with local governments and investors, develop and implement blue 

economy investment projects, covering, for example: low-carbon investments in pollution 

reduction and waste management, carbon financing of wastewater/waste management 

facilities, emission reductions through the clean development mechanism, etc.  
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Pollution Reduction and Waste Management 
 
Objective: To prevent and significantly reduce pollutant discharges and accidental spills from land- 
and sea-based sources in coastal and sub-regional sea areas of the region 
 
Global trends suggest that the continuous decline of the region’s coastal and marine ecosystems 

is caused in part by various pollution-related detriments, increasing threats to the services that 

these ecosystems provide to humanity. Majority of marine pollutants come from land-based 

sources, which includes nutrient over-enrichment (eutrophication) caused by agricultural run-

offs, and municipal and industrial wastes and discharges. 

 

Marine debris, also known as marine litter, is defined as “any persistent, manufactured or 

processed solid material discarded, disposed of or abandoned in the marine and coastal 

environment”2.” Marine litter originates from land- and sea-based sources, a majority of which 

(approximately 80%) comes from land-based sources. A marine litter that takes decades to 

decompose, plastics, comprise 60 to 80 percent of all marine debris.  

 

Sea-based sources of marine pollution include maritime transport, industrial exploration and 

offshore oil platforms, fishing, and aquaculture1. Aside from the plastics, solid waste, and other 

industrial waste that sea-based activities generate, the threat of oil and chemical spills, and the 

capacity of ballast water to introduce invasive species also have significant effects to coastal and 

marine ecosystems worldwide. 

 

International conventions, agreements, and other instruments deal with transboundary 

environmental problems, particularly the marine environment, and take special recognition of the 

need for regional cooperation. These provide principles and frameworks upon which 

management of the marine environment rests. Taken all together, international conventions 

provide an overall and integrated framework for the protection of the marine environment. A key 

advantage of international conventions is that they represent global acceptance of environmental 

threats and solutions in addition to providing a framework for addressing transboundary 

problems on international and regional basis, as well as on a national basis. 

 

PEMSEA member countries are parties and signatories to 18 major international instruments, 

conventions, and protocols on marine pollution management and major international and 

regional programs of actions, including the Global Programme of Action for the Protection of the 

Marine Environment from Land-based Activities (GPA) and the ASEAN Cooperation Plan on 

Transboundary Pollution. Under the GPA framework, National Plans of Actions and/or relevant 

national plans and strategies to address land-based pollution are developed and prepared by the 

                                                 
2 UNEP (2009). Marine Litter: A Global Challenge. United Nations Environment Programme, Nairobi. 
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signatory countries3 (United Nations, 2017b). 

 

Status 

The countries in the East Asian Seas region, through the SDS-SEA implementation, are working 

towards the SDGs. Relevant to the priority program on pollution reduction and management are 

SDG 14 and 6, specifically 14.1 and 6.3. Target 14.1 focuses on marine pollution: “By 2025, prevent 

and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, from land-based activities, including marine 

debris and nutrient pollution”; while target 6.3 aims to “improve water quality by reducing 

pollution, eliminating dumping and minimizing release of hazardous chemicals and materials, 

halving the proportion of untreated wastewater and substantially increasing recycling and safe 

reuse globally.” 

 

At the country level, initiatives that address marine pollution focus on the management of 

pollutants from land-based sources such as projects and programs on solid waste and wastewater 

management, sewage treatment, and sanitation programs. Several EAS countries also have their 

respective IRBCAM/IWRM plans. Sub-regional efforts such as the Gulf of Thailand’s cooperation 

on oil spill preparedness and response, the YSLME’s program focus on land-based pollution from 

major river basin’s discharging in the Yellow Sea,  and NOWPAP’s marine litter management and 

preparedness and response exercises addressing oil and noxious and harmful substances, are all 

notable steps towards marine pollution management in the region.  

 

Other PEMSEA partner organizations also have worked in the region to address marine pollution 

(see summary table below). Asian Development Bank, World Bank, MERIT (Hong Kong), COMI 

(Xiamen University), and Korea Maritime Institute (KMI) handle projects on pollution reduction 

technologies, pollution assessment and reduction, total pollution loading assessments, and water 

quality monitoring. In terms of oil spill preparedness, response and management, efforts are 

being made by NOWPAP, IPIECA, Korea Environment Institute (KEI), Korea Marine Environment 

Management Corporation (KOEM), and Oil Spill Response, Ltd. (OSRL).  

 

Partner/Collaborator Efforts related to marine pollution 

Action Plan for the Protection, Management and 

Development of the Marine and Coastal Environment 

of the Northwest Pacific Region (NOWPAP) 

▪ Marine litter 

▪ Eutrophication assessment 

▪ Integrated coastal area and river management 

(ICARM) 

▪ Data visualization / mapping for marine pollution 

▪ Regional oil spill preparedness and response 

Asian Development Bank; World Bank ▪ Pollution reduction and technologies 

Centre for Marine Environmental Research on 

Innovative Technology (MERIT), Hong Kong 

▪ Investments in technologies related to pollution 

assessment, reduction and water quality monitoring 

                                                 
3  UN (2017b). Progress towards the Sustainable Development Goals. Retrieved July 05, 2017, from 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg14. 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg14
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Partner/Collaborator Efforts related to marine pollution 

Coastal and Ocean Management Institute (COMI), 

Xiamen University, China 
▪ Water quality monitoring and modeling 

International Petroleum Industry Environmental 

Conservation Association (IPIECA), London 

▪ Environmental sensitivity mapping 

▪ Oil spill preparedness and response 

▪ Improving social and environmental performance of 

oil and gas industry 

Korea Environment Institute (with Korea Adaptation 

Center for Climate Change), Seoul, Korea 

▪ River basin management 

▪ Oil spill impact assessment 

Korea Marine Environment Management Corporation 

(KOEM), Seoul, Korea 
▪ Oil spill training and response 

Korea Maritime Institute, Seoul, Korea 
▪ Total pollution loading assessments 

▪ Technology development for pollution reduction 

Oil Spill Response, Ltd (OSRL), Singapore 

▪ Satellite imagery 

▪ Environmental sensitivity mapping 

▪ Oil spill contingency planning Shoreline clean up 

assessment 

▪ Oil spill management and post-spill management 

 

The 2017 UN Ocean Conference also identified challenges and opportunities for collaboration (see 

table below), which could be addressed by cooperation among regional, national, and 

organizational stakeholders. 

 

Challenges and opportunities for collaboration to address marine pollution4  
(UN Ocean Conference 2017 Concept Paper) 

Further development and application, as appropriate and consistent with international law, including UNCLOS, 
of environmental impact assessment processes covering planned activities under their jurisdiction or control that 
may cause substantial pollution of or significant and harmful changes to the marine environment. 

Jointly develop and promote contingency plans for the region’s LMEs, for responding to pollution incidents, as 
well as other incidents that are likely to have significant adverse effects on the marine environment and 
biodiversity. 

Integrate the issue of marine debris into national and, as appropriate, regional strategies dealing with waste 
management, especially in the coastal zone, ports and maritime industries, including recycling, reuse, reduction 
and disposal. 

Improve flag State implementation and port State control measures. 

Application of new wastewater treatment technologies and processes, including financial assistance to 
developing countries in the costs of implementation. 

Develop new partnerships operating at the land-sea interface that could contribute to assessing and mitigating 
the entry of micro-plastics into the marine environment, possibly building on UNESCO’s Initiative on Water 
Quality. 

Engage additional sectoral interests, for instance private sector entities with regional or global reach, in the GPA 
partnerships. 

                                                 
4 UN (2017a).  Concept Paper on Partnership dialogue 1: Addressing marine pollution (Advance unedited version). 
Retrieved July 04. 2017, from 
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/14398Partnershipdialogue1.pdf. 
 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/content/documents/14398Partnershipdialogue1.pdf
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Strengthening of the implementation of the legal regime for the protection and preservation of the marine 
environment through activities and partnerships providing training and technical assistance on the development 
of national legislation and policy, as well as developing the scientific and technical capacity to monitor, assess 
and address marine pollution. 

Address data and knowledge gaps in respect of all aspects of the life cycle of marine debris, plastics and micro-
plastics (MDPMs). There is also a gap in information for evaluating the impacts of marine debris on coastal and 
marine species, habitats, economic well-being, human health and safety, and social values. 

Develop partnerships to improve the sustainability of ports on a number of fronts, for instance relating to waste 
management and reception facilities. 

Educating the farmers, industry, and other stakeholders on more sustainable practices that reduce the waste 
discharges and nutrients to the environment. 

 

 

Action Program 1: Enhance transboundary cooperation for the prevention and management of 
marine pollution from land- and sea-based sources. 
 
2022 Outcome: Objectives and principles of international conventions on marine pollution 
consolidated into the legislative, administrative, operational and reporting requirements and 
procedures of Partner Countries 
 
Target 1.1: Accession to and/or compliance with relevant international conventions and 

agreements on marine pollution prevention and management enhanced     
 

Indicator: Annual review of Partner Country accession and compliance with international 
conventions and agreements on marine pollution prevention and management 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize/co-organize regional and national learning events to build awareness on the 
needs and benefits of international conventions and agreement, country progress and 
compliance with such instruments, and strategies and plans to strengthening approaches 
to implementation (Partner Countries, IMO, UNEP, IPIECA, OSRL, IOI) 

2. Promote and facilitate technical advice and assistance to Partner Countries for acceding 
to international conventions and agreements, and strengthening legislation and 
administrative, operational, monitoring and reporting processes to facilitate compliance 
(2017-2022) 

3. Incorporate the regional status of accession to and compliance with international 
conventions and agreements into the annual SDS-SEA progress report and triennial 
regional State of Oceans and Coasts reporting system (2017-2022) 

4. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 

projects facilitating the implementation of international conventions and agreements in 

sub-regional/regional settings, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• ASEAN Regional oil spill contingency plan (ASEAN Maritime Transport Working Group, 

ASEAN Countries; 2017-2018) 

• Sub-regional oil spill contingency plan for the Gulf of Thailand (Cambodia, Thailand, 

Vietnam, OSRL, IMO-IPIECA GI SEA; 2017-2018) 
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• Local oil spill contingency plans and oil spill response systems in ICM sites: Rote Ndao, 

Indonesia; Rayong, Thailand; and Manatuto, Timor Leste. (Indonesia, Thailand, Timor 

Leste, PEMSEA, ATSEA Program; 2017-2018) 

• Sub-regional Guidelines on Use of Chemical Dispersants incorporating updated 

information from 3 participating countries (Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, OSRL, IMO-

IPIECA GI SEA, PEMSEA; 2017-2018) 

• Joint oil spill response exercise in the Gulf of Thailand (Cambodia, Thailand, Vietnam, 

OSRL, IMO-IPIECA GI SEA, PEMSEA; 2018-2019) 

• ESI Mapping of Cambodia’s 3 coastal provinces (Kep, Koh Kong and Kampot) (project 

seeking funding) 

• NOWPAP Regional Action Plan on Marine Litter (RAP MALI) 2016-2017 (NOWPAP, 

2016-2017) 

• Clean-up project for sunken wastes and Oil Spill Response Program, under the Blue 

Ocean Project (KOEM; 2017-2021) 

• Joint Industry Project on oil spill response (OSR-JIP) (IPIECA, International Association 

of Oil and Gas Producers (IOGP); 2017) 

 
 

Target 1.2: Measurable improvements in the health and resilience of ocean and coastal 
ecosystems of the region resulting from reductions in land- and sea-based pollution  

 
Indicator: Monitoring and assessment reports on the health and resilience of ocean and coastal 

ecosystems completed by PEMSEA Partners, regional and international organizations 
and other concerned sectors 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Promote and facilitate partnerships/collaborative working arrangements and projects 
among Partner Countries and regional and international organizations (2017-2022) 
focusing on: 

• development and application of oil spill contingency plans, emergency response 
and clean up and recovery systems for the region’s LMEs (e.g., Gulf of Thailand; 
Yellow Sea), facilitating rapid and effective response to oil spill incidents 

• integration of transboundary pollution issues including marine debris, nutrients, 
micro-plastics, hypoxia, HABS and invasive marine species into national, sub-
regional and regional plans, programs and investments 

• application of new and innovative approaches to pollution reduction and waste 
management including circular economy, water and wastewater treatment and 
reuse technologies, and low carbon/low energy waste management processes 

• innovative financing mechanisms to facilitate and sustain pollution 
reduction/waste management programs  

2. In collaboration with Partner Countries, regional and international organizations, plan, 
develop and facilitate the implementation of integrated environmental monitoring 
programs in priority coastal areas, sub-regional seas and LMEs, using appropriate 
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indicators to determine the social, ecological and economic impacts of management 
interventions (2017-2022) 

3. Develop project proposals and forge partnerships among PEMSEA Partners, donors, 
corporate sector and business community to set up and sustain marine water quality 
monitoring laboratories and programs in Cambodia and Timor Leste (2017-2022) 

4. Organize/co-organize training and technical support to strengthen environmental 
monitoring at the national and local levels in Partner Countries (RCOEs, Non-Country 
Partners, 2017-2019) 

 
 
Action Program 2: Accelerate the application of integrated river basin and coastal area 
management across major river basins, lakes and international water systems in the region.   
 
2022 Outcome: Integrated river basin and coastal management programs established and 
operational in priority sub-regional sea areas and LME programs  
 
Target 2.1: Integrated river basin and coastal area management (IRBCAM)/integrated water 

resource management (IWRM) projects developed and applied across major 
transboundary freshwater/marine water systems in the region 

 
Indicator: Transboundary freshwater/marine water systems with: a) functional governance 

mechanisms in place involving upstream and downstream users and beneficiaries; b) 
IRBCAM/IWRM strategic action plans adopted and initiated 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Assist with the preparation and adoption of IRBCAM/IWRM strategic action plans and 
investment plans focusing on pollution reduction and waste management for 3 ICM/river 
basin sites in Indonesia, Philippines and Thailand and on water conservation and use for 
3 ICM/river basin sites in Lao PDR, Philippines and Vietnam (PEMSEA and identified 
countries, 2018-2019) 

2. Complete a case study on the legal framework for management of Jiulong River and 
Xiamen Bay and Jiulongjiang River – Xiamen Bay watershed development plan (China, 
PEMSEA, 2019)  

3. Organize and conduct two (2) regional learning events on IRBCAM/IWRM to share 
experiences and good practices on development and implementation of governance 
mechanisms and strategic action plans.  (2018, 2021) 

4. Develop and seek approval of a GEF project entitled Reducing Pollution and Preserving 
Environmental Flows in the East Asian Seas through the Implementation of Integrated 
River Basin Management in ASEAN Countries, in collaboration with 7 ASMs, the AWGWM 
and UNDP (2017-2018) 

5. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 
projects in the development and implementation of IRBCAM/IWRM programs/projects, 
including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Legislations (water law, meteorology and hydrology law) updated and related 
regulations and technical guidelines prepared (Lao PDR, 2020) 

• IWRM in 10 priority river basins (Nam Ou, Nam Tha, Nam Ngum, Nam Ngiep, Sedone, 
Sekong, Xebangchieng, Xebangfay, Nam Cading and Nam Xam) comprising 52 sub-
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basins covering an area of around 131,000 km2, including preparation of river basin 
profiles, integrated plans (Lao PDR, Mekong River Commission, World Bank, Australia, 
2017-2020) 

• National IWRM demonstration site and training center (Lao PDR, 2017-2020) 

• Capacity building and awareness raising for MONRE and line agencies at the provincial 
level on IWRM and its application in water resource management and planning; 
mainstreaming gender aspects in IWRM, and facilitation of integrated participatory 
basin planning and water governance in the Mekong Basin (Lao PDR, National 
Mekong Committee Secretariat, 2018-2019); (Need for assistance in project 
development and implementation and technical support in various aspects identified) 

• Social and environmental standards associated with development activities in the 
water resources management in the Mekong River, and civil society’s capacity for 
involvement in water planning and management (Lao PDR, Government of Australia, 
2017-2018) 

• Bachelor and Master’s Degree curriculums for IWRM and Meteorology and Hydrology 
updated in cooperation with universities (Lao PDR, 2017-2020) 

• National Groundwater Action Plan 2020 developed and piloted in four river basins 
(Lao PDR, 2020) 

• Integrated Spatial Planning and Strategic Environmental Assessment conducted by 
the provincial governments to identify sustainability of natural resource use plans and 
land use plans in accordance to the national land use master plan and assess impacts 
of proposed policies, strategies, programs and investment projects particularly 
related to mining, industry, transportation, agriculture and forest management (Lao 
PDR, Government of Finland, 2017-2022) 

• Sustainable cities in targeted areas along the national road no. 13 and Mekong River 
(north to south), including development of national standard and implementation 
framework for the ‘Clean Green Beautiful’ (GCB) program; promotion of the program 
to the GCB program to the cities, which will include, promotion of green growth, 
green transport and clean energy; development of model projects in the cities and 
schools; and development and issuance of the award and recognition system for 
public and individual initiatives. (Lao PDR, 2017-2022) 

• Curriculum on basic environmental knowledge (climate, biodiversity, water and 
others) for the nursery and primary schools; on climate change and sustainable and 
environmental cities (beautiful city, solid waste, wastewater, public parks and others) 
for the secondary schools; and on sustainable development for the high schools, 
covering public and private technical institutes, colleges and universities (Lao PDR, 
2017-2022). (Need for funding and scientific/technical support identified as potential 
areas of collaboration with partners) 

• Capacity for urban and regional planning; water supply, sewage and sanitation 
infrastructure and services in key urban centers and corridor towns (Lao PDR, ADB, 
2017-2022) 

• Wastewater collection and treatment, and septage management facilities and 
services in selected sub-catchments of Metro Manila and surrounding areas 
(Government of the Philippines, Land Bank of the Philippines, Maynilad Water 
Services, Inc; and Manila Water Company Inc., World Bank; 2017 expected 
completion date)  
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• As part of the Metro Manila flood management project, solid waste master plan for 
Metro Manila, including installation of an integrated management information 
system to support a large-scale metro-wide information, education and 
communication campaigns, reduction of solid wastes in waterways through improved 
solid waste collection services, community mobilization and awareness creation, and 
neighborhood beautification; and resettlement of selected populations in the 
drainage areas (Philippines, World Bank; pipeline project) 

• Total Pollution Load Management System (TPLMS) in environmental management of 
sea areas and scaled up in dead zone and hot spots (R.O. Korea; ongoing program) 

• Integrated Water Resource Planning and Management at River Basin Level through 
establishment of river basin IWRM modelling and increasing capacity of river basin 
personnel in river basin integrated planning (Thailand, ADB, 2016-2018)  

• Institutional development of IWRM in Vietnam (MONRE, Mekong river Commission; 
2013-2019) (IWRM implementation/application was identified as potential area of 
collaboration with partners) 
 

 
Target 2.2: Increased investments in priority IRBCAM/IWRM strategic action plans  

 
Indicator: Investment projects specifically aimed at reducing nutrients, micro-plastics and other 

priority pollutant loadings to transboundary rivers and coastal waters 
 
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize and facilitate scoping assessments of priority IRBCAM/IWRM sites (Lao PDR, 
Cambodia, Timor Leste, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand) to identify capital financing and 
investment requirements, as well as gaps in institutional, technical and financing aspects 
(2017-2019) 

2. Organize/co-organize training and capacity building events among responsible national 
and local planning agencies regarding development of environmental financing and 
investment projects including enabling frameworks (2017-2019) 

3. Organize/co-organize regular roundtables and other interactive forums with 

policymakers, investment experts and managers to explore opportunities, innovative 

approaches, mechanisms and requirements for developing environmental financing and 

investments (2017-2022) 

4. Prepare five environmental financing and pre-investment reports focused on pollution 

reduction and waste management, considering detailed technical evaluations of 

alternative sites, and possible technological options and desired project outcomes, for 

submission to potential funding mechanisms such as the Clean Ocean Fund (PEMSEA, Lao 

PDR, Cambodia, Timor Leste, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand; 2017-2019) 

5. Promote and facilitate investment agreements among the IRBCAM/IWRM sites/local 

governments and partners on pollution reduction projects (PEMSEA, Lao PDR, Cambodia, 

Timor Leste, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand; Clean Ocean Fund / other potential funding 

mechanisms 2019-2022 

6. Support and assist in the preparation and dissemination of case studies and other 

knowledge products in developing pollution reduction investment projects in 
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IRBCAM/IWRM areas (2018, 2021) 

 
 
Target 2.3: Socio-economic benefits and changes in ecosystem health and resilience derived from 

IRBCAM/IWRM programs 
 

Indicator: OHI/SOC reports in priority watershed and coastal areas where IRBCAM/IWRM 
programs are being implemented  

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize and facilitate State of the River Basin Reports in priority IRBCAM/IWRM sites in 

7 countries (Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Lao PDR, Thailand, Vietnam; 2018; 

2021) 

2. Develop and facilitate the implementation of integrated environmental monitoring 

program in priority IRBCAM/IWRM sites in 4 countries (Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, 

Vietnam; 2019) 

3. Support the preparation of an updated Ecosystem Health Report Card for Laguna Lake, 

Philippines, showing improvement in rating/grade to the next level, and replicate the 

report card system in at least one other river basin/coastal area (Philippines, Partner 

countries; 2017-2020) 

4. Test and demonstrate the application of the Ocean Health Index in at least 2 priority 

IRBCAM/IWRM sites (CI, Philippines, Indonesia; 2018-2019)   

5. Organize/co-organize and conduct regional/national knowledge sharing and learning 

events to to promote the replication and scaling up of best practices in pollution reduction 

in river basins and coastal areas to other local governments/countries in the region 

(Partner Countries, AWGWM, 2018, 2021) 

6. Collaborate on the development and application of an online River Basin Integrated 

Information Management System (RB-IIMS) for 18 priority river basins in the Philippines 

(Philippines, 2017-2019) 

7. Collaborate with and share information on national, bilateral and multilateral funded 
projects on monitoring, evaluation and reporting of outcomes, impacts and benefits of 
IRBCAM/IWRM programs/projects, including (or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Institutional and policy instruments for integrated water quality management 
strengthened including the development of a decision support and knowledge 
management system, and demonstrated in the planning and monitoring of water 
quality in Manila Bay and support for operation of Water Quality Management 
Areas in Bulacan, Pampanga, Bataan, Cavite and Laguna (Philippines, GEF/World 
Bank; 2017-2020)   

• Scientific surveys and analysis enhanced in support of Total Pollution Load 
Management System application for environmental management of sea 
areas (R.O. Korea; ongoing program) 

• Establishment of water resource monitoring network in support of IWRM 
implementation in Vietnam (MONRE, Mekong river Commission; 2013-2019) 
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(Establishment and operationalization of a water resources monitoring network 
was identified as potential area of collaboration with partners) 

 
 
Action Program 3: Strengthen local government capacities in pollution reduction and waste 
management through ICM applications 
 
2022 Outcome: Local governments investments in pollution reduction and waste management 
facilities and services resulting in socio-economic benefits to communities and coastal 
ecosystems. 
 
Target 3.1: Increased investments by local governments in pollution reduction and waste 

management facilities and services  
 

Indicator: Local governments prioritize investments in pollution reduction, waste management 
and water supply conservation and management 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Provide technical advice and assistance for the development and adoption of coastal 
strategies and implementation plans addressing pollution reduction and waste 
management and water resources conservation and management by 7 local governments 
(Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, Timor Leste; 2017-2019) 

2. Promote and assist the preparation of pre-investment assessments of the pollution 
reduction and waste management project in collaboration with the 7 ICM sites, and 
submit the projects to a network of potential investors, donors and banks (2017-2019) 

3. Collaborate with and share information on the development and implementation of 
national, bilateral and multilateral funded environmental investment projects, including 
(or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• National program that aims to achieve a solid-waste free Indonesia by 2020 
implemented through promotion of the 3Rs (reduce, recycle, reuse) and 
establishment of strategic partnerships across all sectors involved in waste 
management implemented (Indonesia, 2017-2020) 

• Program for Pollution Control, Evaluation, and Rating (PROPER) for Industries 
annually evaluating and rating corporations in the Indonesia on their impacts to the 
environment covering water pollution, air pollution and hazardous waste 
management (Indonesia, 2017-2022); (Application of appropriate technologies and 
management approaches was identified as area of potential collaboration with 
partners) 

• ADIPURA (Clean and Green City Program) annually awarding local governments with 
demonstrated commitment for pollution reduction and environmental protection 
and management (Indonesia, 2017-2022)-ongoing; MOEF) (Developing and 
implementing programs on environmental education was identified as area of 
potential collaboration with partners) 

• Communal wastewater treatment plants constructed in coastal settlements in Demak 
District (Central Java) and Jeneponto District (South Sulawesi) (Indonesia; 2017); 
(potential partnerships with private sector/ other partners promoted to support 
maintenance of facilities) 
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• Sanitary landfill in Sihanoukville, waste water treatment plant in Kampot, and storm 
water drains in Kampot and Sihanoukville established (Cambodia, 2017-2022) 

• Improved efficiency of solid waste management services in 4 local areas (La 
Trinidad, Benguet; Janiuay, Iloilo; Malay, Aklan; and Del Carmen-Siargao, Surigao del 
Norte) through institutional strengthening and infrastructure investments in 
integrated solid waste management facilities including construction of sanitary 
landfill and MRF; acquisition of collection vehicles, MRF equipment and waste bins; 
and application of an appropriate solid waste management system, such as thermal 
treatment and proper landfill management.  (Philippines, ADB; 2017-2022) 

• Regulatory and monitoring framework and capacity improved for POPs monitoring, 
and demonstrations provided on application of best available technologies and best 
environmental practices to reduce releases of Unintentionally Produced POPs (dioxin 
and furan), manage PCBs, and reduce exposure to POPs in contaminated areas in 
selected priority sites in Cabanatuan City, Angeles City, Pampanga and Subic, 
Zambales, Legazpi City, Butuan City (Philippines, World Bank/GEF; 2017 expected 
completion) 

• Waste water treatment facilities rehabilitated and sanitary landfill improved 
including installation of waste to energy facility in Saensuk Municipality, Chonburi, 
Thailand (Thailand, 2017-2022) 

• Pollution control programs in Timor Leste implemented, including 1) solid and liquid 
waste stream reduction and recycling in households, villages, business 
establishments; 2) 'Green Program' / environmental, natural resources and waste 
management program in schools integrated into school curricula; 3) 'Green Village' 
including tree planting, waste management, water conservation, sanitation in 
villages/hamlets; and 4) Tree planting or Green Belt program in municipalities/city 
(Timor Leste, 2017-2022); (Institutional strengthening, technical capacity building, 
financing and monitoring were identified as potential areas of collaboration with 
partners) 

• Capacity of local nongovernmental and community-based organizations developed; 
community water sources protected and conserved; and sanitation and hygiene 
practices improved in in Oecusse-Ambeno (Timor Leste, USAID, 2015-2018) 

• Danang Sustainable City Development Project implemented, improving drainage and 
wastewater collection and public transport systems (Danang, Vietnam; 2017-2019) 
(Institutional strengthening identified as potential opportunity for collaboration with 
partners) 

• Vietnam Industrial Pollution Management Project implemented, improving 
monitoring of pollution discharges; and wastewater treatment in industrial zones 
(Vietnam; 2017-2018) (Technical assistance in financing and scaling up of project 
identified as potential opportunity for collaboration with partners) 

• Ho Chi Minh City Wastewater and Drainage System Improvement Project 
implemented, including institutional capacity development and establishment of 
centralized wastewater treatment facility (Ho Chi Mihn City, Vietnam; 2017-2019) 

• Municipal Waste Recycling Program (MWRP) implemented, granting funding 
opportunities for non-governmental partners, such as civil society organizations, 
private sector companies, and academic institutions, which can implement municipal 
waste recycling solutions with a focus on reducing plastics pollution of the marine 
environment (USAID, Philippines, Vietnam; 2017-2018) 
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• Business model developed supporting social innovation-based solid waste 
management policy and strategy; bankable projects identified and developed, 
mobilizing government cost sharing, external support and impact investment 
(Cambodia, 2017-2018, UNDP, NCSD); (Identifying funding sources was specified as 
an opportunity for collaboration with partners) 

• Investment project on solid waste and wastewater management in the Urban area of 
Xamneua district, Houaphan Province Lao PDR; potential sources of funding, scientific 
support and technical assistance on various aspects of implementation identified and 
engaged (Lao PDR, local government; 2018-2022) (Support requested from PEMSEA 
and partners/collaborators) 
 

 
Target 3.2: Measurable socio-economic benefits to coastal communities and changes in ecosystem 

health and resilience  
 

Indicator 1: Evidence of socio-economic benefits and improvements in ecosystem health and 
resilience provided in OHI, Ecosystem Health Report Card and SOC reports 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Support the establishment and application of Integrated Information Management 
System (IIMS) or similar decision-support system in ICM sites in 7 countries (Cambodia, 
China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Timor Leste, Vietnam; 2017-2022) 

2. Facilitate the adoption and use of State of the Coasts (SOC) reporting system by local 
governments as a tool for planning, evaluating and reporting ICM implementation and its 
impacts (PNLG, PNLC, 2017-2022) 

3. Support the development and demonstration of Ecosystem Health Report Cards in at least 
2 priority ICM sites as a means of enhancing public awareness on health and resiliency of 
local freshwater and marine water ecosystems (Partner countries, 2018-2019) 

4. Promote and facilitate the demonstration of the Ocean Health Index in at least 2 ICM sites 
(CI, Philippines, Indonesia; 2018-2019)   

4. Collaborate with and share information on the development and implementation of 
national, bilateral and multilateral funded environmental investment projects, including 
(or as noted in Annex XXX): 

• Marine water quality assessed and pollution sources mapped in three national priority 
areas (Jakarta, Semarang, Benoa) (Indonesia, 2017) 

• Criteria for monitoring of pollution control in sea ports developed (Indonesia, 2017) 

• Innovative techniques for environmental monitoring (e.g., use of artificial mussels for 
heavy metal monitoring; analysis of organic contaminants) applied in at least 2 ICM 
sites (MERIT, UP-MSI, Burapha University, 2017-2019) 

• Research on harmful algal blooms developed and implemented in Saensuk 
Municipality, Chonburi, Thailand in collaboration with relevant government agencies 
and universities (Thailand; 2017-2018) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



PC/17DOC/02                                                                                                                             Page 39 of 56 

 
 

Knowledge Management and Capacity Development 
 
Objective: To raise public awareness, strengthen capacities, and obtain scientific support for 
planning, managing and sustaining healthy and resilient oceans, coasts and coastal communities 
 

In November 2015, 11 PEMSEA Country Partners signed the Da Nang Compact, adopting the 
Sustainable Development Strategy for the Seas of East Asia 2015 (SDS-SEA 2015) as well as four 
strategic targets which serve as key indicators of progress over the next five years. As capacity 
development plays an enabling role in proactively engaging PEMSEA Country and Non-Country 
Partners towards successful implementation and achievement of SDS-SEA 2015 objectives and 
targets, there is a crucial need to strengthen technical and management capacities of coastal 
communities, local governments and national agencies, all of whom have a stake in ICM 
implementation.  
 
The SDS-SEA challenges national and local governments in coastal areas throughout the region 
with the formidable task of reducing conflicting and non-sustainable usage of natural resources 
through the application and replication of ICM programs. The objectives of the Knowledge 
Management and Capacity Development over the next five years are framed to address key issues 
in the current arrangements. The action programs, indicators and targets herein cannot be 
accomplished in isolation of other ongoing and planned programs or projects in the region. 
Rather, they provide a guide to collaborating and partnering opportunities for the common 
benefit of healthy and resilient oceans and coasts across the region. 
 
The action programs in this plan are contingent on: 

• Identifying, accessing and utilizing available expertise and knowledge, mobilizing internal 

and external resources, creating new opportunities, and putting greater emphasis on 

ownership and representation of all sectors of society  

• Developing, sharing and translating scientific and traditional forms of knowledge on 

sustainable coastal development and management towards more informed policies and 

practices 

• Forging communities and practice and expert networks as a support service to training, 

educating, mentoring and assisting in expanding the coverage of ICM programs and blue 

economy growth across the region 

 
Action Program 1: Enhance the utilization of science and traditional knowledge in 
environmental policy and decision-making. 
 
2022 Outcome: Partnerships with scientists, scientific institutions and indigenous local 
communities advancing knowledge of ecosystem management and providing innovations, 
practices, and technologies for sustainable resource use and economic development   
 
Target 1.1: At least two targeted research projects developed and implemented annually in 

partnership with Country and Non-Country Partners, universities/scientific institutions 
and regional and international organizations 
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Indicator: Scientific information and perspectives from targeted research projects regularly 

disseminated as a contribution to policy and decision-making processes and public 
awareness of coasts and oceans 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Plan and facilitate targeted research projects to address the following gaps in scientific 

information and knowledge, among others:  

• understanding the potential of payments for ecosystem services (PES) and 

integrated coastal management (collaboration between Bogor Agricultural 

University and St. Andrews University, 2018-2019) 

• building capacity for sustainable interactions with marine ecosystems for 

improved health, well-being, food and livelihood of coastal communities 

(Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML), 2017-2019) 

• addressing challenges of coastal communities through ocean research for 

developing economies (Plymouth Marine Laboratory (PML), 2017-2019) 

•  Ocean Health Index applications to assess current state of ocean health at ICM 

sites and in sub-regional sea areas (Conservation International, 2017-2018) 

2. Maintain a pipeline of targeted research topics and information gaps as identified in 

collaborative planning and program development processes of Partner Countries, and 

promote and develop research and funding proposals for uptake by scientific institutions 

and donors (2017-2022) covering, for example: 

• responding to the impacts of ocean warming, acidification and deoxygenation 

• ecosystem services assessment, valuation, protection and management 

• protection and management of migratory marine species and their habitats in 

transboundary situations 

• low carbon, renewable energy alternatives for sustainable coastal communities, 

small islands and urban areas 

• managing coastal erosion and salt water intrusion through green engineering and 

best management practices 

• risk assessment and management in highly vulnerable coastal communities 

3. Assess and synthesize outputs from targeted research projects for packaging and 

disseminating as knowledge products jointly with Partners and collaborators, including: 

case studies, policy briefs, training-seminar-webinar series, etc. 

4. Organize/co-organize regional events to share information from targeted research 
projects and other scientific and technical innovations from the region and elsewhere 
through EAS Congress, Ocean Leadership Roundtables, Blue Economy Forums, PNLG 
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Forums, XWOW, and other science-policy events organized and conducted in the region 
and internationally 
 

 
Action Program 2: Coordinate the development and utilization of effective knowledge sharing, 
capacity building and communication platforms at the regional and national levels. 
 
2022 Outcome: PEMSEA serving as a regional of knowledge hub for sustainable development of 
oceans and coasts in the East Asia region 
 
 
Target 2.1: A fully operational regional knowledge-sharing, education and capacity building 

platform  - seaknowledgebank.net  
 
Indicator: PEMSEA Partners, regional organizations, universities, civil society organizations, 

business sector and other sectors using seaknowledgebank.net as a source of 
information and knowledge and as a window to improved capacities and investments 
in sustaining ocean and coastal ecosystem services 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Complete refinements of the seaknowledgebank.net for “improved user experience” and 

upload the knowledge platform onto the internet (2017); 

2. Link the KM platform with other of KM websites/portals of ocean-related projects and 

programs including:  IW:Learn, Melian, CCRES, WCPFC, CTI, and YSLME, as well as 

websites/portals in Partner Countries and ICM sites (2017-2019) 

3. Upload and promote the uptake of innovations, tools and best management practices 

(e.g., ICM Solutions) that are developed and demonstrated by partners at the local, 

national and regional levels, projects and programs across the region, and internationally 

(ACB, CCRES, IPIECA, PML, PNLC, YSLME) (2018-2021) 

4. In collaboration with PNLC, PEMSEA Regional Centers of Excellence and other learning 

and knowledge sharing institutions, develop a “Massive Open Online Course (MOOC) on 

ICM” for uploading to the seaknowledgebank.net to increase learning opportunities for 

ICM managers and practitioners across the region and globally (2018-2021) 

5. Establish Communities of Practice (CoP) microsites in the seaknowledgebank.net (e.g., 

PNLC; PNLG; climate change; disaster risk reduction, pollution and waste management) 

to help projects and programs with similar needs and situations (2017-2018) 

 

 

Target 2.2: Strengthen the PEMSEA Network of Learning Centers (PNLC) as a regional capacity 

development network supporting SDS-SEA implementation  

 
Indicator: Coverage and range of services provided by PNLC members to national and local 
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governments and ICM sites 
 

Milestone activities:  
1. Formalization of charter, structure and mechanisms of the PEMSEA Network of Learning 

Centers (PNLC, 2017-2018) 

2. Extend the coverage and range of skills and capacities of the PNLC in accordance with 

national ICM scaling-up programs and needs in Partner Countries (2018-2022)  

3. Calls for nomination, identification and selection of PEMSEA Regional centers of 

Excellence in the areas of climate change, disaster risk reduction, biodiversity, and other 

priority areas  (2017-2022) 

4. Cluster themes for potential research collaboration among PNLCs and develop and 

promote targeted research projects and funding sources (2017-2018) 

5. Develop and implement a PNLC microsite as part of the seaknowledgebank.net (2018) 

6. Develop and implement accreditation procedures and a system for PEMSEA-certified 

knowledge service providers (2019-2020) 

7. Prepare and disseminate a catalogue/portfolio of customized services and expertise 

provided by PNLCs (2018-2019)  

 
 
Target 2.3: Innovative and value-added education and training products, services and learning 

experiences provided each year to PEMSEA Partners and stakeholders at the national 
and local levels 

 
Indicator: Schedule of relevant education, training and other learning experiences in the region 

and internationally  
 

Milestone activities: 
1. Identify and assess priority capacity development needs in Partner Countries in support 

of SDS-SEA implementation over the next 5 years (2017-2018) 

2. Review and update PEMSEA ICM training materials and modules in response to country 

needs, including special skills (ecosystem valuation; risk/vulnerability assessment; marine 

spatial planning; etc.) as well as ICM Training of trainers (2017-2019) 

3. Identify and assess capacity development and education opportunities, materials and 

technologies being applied in the region and elsewhere in support of sustainable 

development of oceans and coasts, and develop working and partnership arrangements 

with the services providers (2017-2022), including:   

• open access for continuing education via online recordings of selected courses and 

webinars 

• massive open online courses (MOOC) for special skills training 
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4. Develop agreements for cooperation on exchange of knowledge, know-how and other 

methodologies and programs with other international and regional bodies and 

organizations (2019-2021) 

 
 
Action Program 3: Raise awareness of coastal and ocean issues in the region and provide 
recognition for being part of the solution.   
 
2022 Outcome: Learning, knowledge-sharing and recognition programs driving improved 
understanding and increased participation by key sectors of society in the governance and 
management of oceans and coasts  
 
Target 3.1: Improvement in education opportunities available to stakeholders in Partner 

Countries.  
 

Indicator: Scholarships, fellowships, internships, exchanges and other professional development 
opportunities facilitated each year   

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Develop and implement a PEMSEA regional learning program consisting of the following: 

• revamping the former PEMSEA internship program into traineeship program for 

young professionals working in coastal and ocean management programs at the 

national and local levels, and an internship program for university graduates 

conducting thesis research and/or other research initiatives (2017- 2018) 

• a visiting scholar/postdoctoral research program (2018-2019) 

2. Set up a PEMSEA ICM Regional Fellowship program for roll-out at the EAS Congress 2018 

(2017-2018) 

3. Forge agreements on specific scholarship/fellowship/exchange grants amongst 

institutions from countries on related disciplines and undertakings (2018-2019) 

 
Target 3.2: Increase in number of women, youth and indigenous people participating in planning, 

decision-making and implementation of ICM initiatives 
 
Indicator: Capacity development and communication plans empowering key sectors of society, 

particularly women, youth and indigenous people to effectively participate in ICM 
programs 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Develop and roll-out a PEMSEA Regional Youth Program at the EAS Congress 2018 (2017-

2018) 

2. Develop and roll-out a PEMSEA Regional Women Leadership Program and a PEMSEA 

Knowledge-Sharing and Networking Program for Indigenous People (2018-2019) 
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3. Enhance knowledge and research engagement of women, youth and indigenous peoples’ 

groups  through relevant knowledge documentation and knowledge transmission,  and 

the establishment of networks linking scientific experts to women and youth groups and 

traditional knowledge of indigenous communities (2019-2020) 

  
 
Target 3.3: Application of PEMSEA's codes and certification systems as a regional standard for 

improved ocean governance and management 
 
Indicator: National and local governments, ports, business sector and individuals adopting and 

using PEMSEA’s codes and certification systems  
 

Milestone activities: 

1. Improve/revise the PSHEM Code to align with ISO 9001:2015 and ISO 14001 2015 and 

new and amended international conventions and instruments related to port 

administration, operations and management (2017-2018) 

2. Promote and facilitate the adoption, implementation and sustainability of PEMSEA’s Port 

Safety and Environmental Management Code by national transport ministries in Partner 

Countries (2018-2022) 

3. Market and facilitate the adoption, implementation and sustainability of PEMSEA’s ICM 

Code and Certification System among Partner Countries, the PNLG, and local governments 

developing and implementing ICM programs (2017-2022) 

4. Develop, test and demonstrate a PEMSEA ICM Professional Certification Program and 

launch the new program at the EAS Congress 2018 (2017-2018) 

5. Market and facilitate the implementation and sustainability of a PEMSEA ICM Professional 

Certification Program (2019-2022)  

6. Develop, test and demonstrate a Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) Recognition 
Program and launch the program at the EAS Congress 2018 (2017-2018) 

7.   Market and facilitate the implementation and sustainability of the CSR Recognition 
Program (2018-2022). 
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Blue Economy Investment and Sustainable Financing of the SDS-SEA 

 

Objective: To bolster blue economy investment and sustainable financing of the SDS-SEA by 
promoting improved access to sources of financing and development of financing mechanisms 
and partnerships.  
 
Scaling up investment in sustainable development of coasts and oceans will be critical for 
achieving the targets of the SDS-SEA. Both national and local governments play a key role in 
prioritizing and developing blue economy investment projects supporting SDS-SEA 
implementation, in partnership with the private sector. Public financing alone will not be 
enough—both public and private sector financing will be needed. Local governments must have 
the capacity to develop projects that can attract private sector financing. Through partnership 
and pre-investment activities, PEMSEA will promote blue economy investment, working closely 
with local proponents of investment projects to identify investment opportunities, evaluate the 
operational feasibility and financial viability (i.e., “bankability” and capacity to attract financing) 
and link to sources of financing. 

Action Program 1: Establish an effective regional platform for identifying, developing and 
promoting bankable blue economy investments. 
 
2022 Outcome: Ocean Investment Facility established in the East Asian Seas region, identifying, 
developing and promoting blue economy investment projects   
 
Target 1.1: National and local governments have improved access to best practices, tools, 

methodologies and other knowledge products on blue economy investment and new 
and innovative financing mechanisms. 

 
Indicator:  Seas of East Asia (SEA) Knowledge Bank platform populated with new and innovative 

knowledge products on blue economy investment, financing mechanisms and expert 
support services  

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Launch the SEA Knowledge Bank, including new and innovative knowledge products on 

blue economy investment, financing mechanisms and other support services (2017) 

2. Develop and publish reports on innovative financing mechanisms (e.g., blue carbon, blue 

bonds, Ocean Investment Facility and Funds, etc.) and disseminate them through the SEA 

Knowledge Bank and through national and regional events, including PNLG Forums, 

XWOW and the EAS Congress (2017-2022) 

3. Promote and facilitate the use of the SEA Knowledge Bank among PEMSEA Partners and 

other collaborating organizations and sponsors as a support tool for local governments 

and other organizations to identify and develop blue economy investments (2018-2022) 
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Target 1.2: Improvement in pre-investment capacities and support services for blue economy 
investment across national and local governments and regional organizations in the 
East Asian Seas region  

 
Indicator: Capacities of, and support services to, national and local governments in the technical, 

financial, social, economic and investment aspects of blue economy investments 
 
Milestone activities: 

1. Enhance the PRF’s capacity as a pre-investment support service to national and local 

governments for blue economy projects in the EAS region in partnership with 

international investment experts and fund managers (2017-2019) 

2. In collaboration with international investment experts and fund managers, organize and 

conduct a capacity development program focused on strengthening national and local 

governments’ awareness and ability to identify, plan and develop bankable investment 

projects covering pollution reduction and waste management, eco-tourism, sustainable 

fisheries and aquaculture, alternative livelihoods, climate change adaptation, etc. (2017-

2022) 

3. Plan, develop and assess the feasibility of blue economy investment projects with national 

and local governments, responding to public sector priorities and needs, particularly for 

priority programs of the SDS-SEA Implementation Plan, e.g., climate change, disaster risk 

reduction, biodiversity, ecotourism, sustainable fisheries and aquaculture, pollution and 

waste management (2017-2022) 

4. Based on the pipeline of potential investment projects and the pre-investment service 

needs of countries, develop a business plan and operating modality for a self-sustaining 

Pre-Investment Facility in collaboration with Country Partners and sector-focused 

international partners (2018) 

5. Launch a self-sustaining Pre-Investment Facility (2019-2022) 

 
 
Action Program 2: Facilitate improved access to sources of public and private sector financing, 
including new and innovative investment mechanisms. 
 
2022 Outcome: Improved access to sources of public and private sector financing through an 
Ocean Investment Facility, including sector-based Ocean Investment Funds and other innovative 
investment mechanisms. 
 
Target 2.1: Increased partnerships with international organizations, donors, companies and 

investors to invest in blue economy projects and sustainable development of coasts and 
oceans in the region 

 
Indicator: Agreements signed between PEMSEA, Country Partners and/or local governments and 

international organizations, donors, companies and investors with concrete actions 
towards investment in blue economy in the region 
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Milestone activities: 
1. Develop and implement a CSR roadmap and recognition system for the East Asian Seas 

region to promote and encourage corporate sector investments in scaling up ICM 

programs and investments in projects with social, economic and environmental benefits 

to coastal communities (2017-2018) 

2. Launch the CSR recognition system at EAS Congress (2018) 

3. Develop and promote targeted investment projects supporting SDS-SEA implementation 

in collaboration with PEMSEA Countries and private sector organizations, the EAS 

Sustainable Business Network, World Ocean Council, CTI and/or IUCN (2017-2022) 

4. Achieve Green Climate Fund accreditation (2018), develop project proposals with Country 

Partners and other regional organizations and apply for financial support from the Green 

Climate Fund to respond to priorities of countries regarding oceans and climate (2018-

2022) 

 
Target 2.2: $100 million in capital raised for ocean-focused, blue economy investments in the East 

Asian Seas region 
 
Indicator: Capitalization and committed investment of Ocean Investment Facility and Fund(s) or 

similar investment mechanisms leveraging public and private sector investments in 
blue economy and sustainable development of coasts and oceans 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Develop a work program and budget and secure support funding to initiate the 

development of the Ocean Investment Facility and Funds, including fund(s) governance, 

management, investment selection criteria, ESG safeguards and key elements of fund 

modalities (2017-2018) 

2. Seek further input from potential partners and investors and develop a proposal for 

funding to establish and capitalize one or more sector-based Ocean Investment Funds 

(e.g., climate change; pollution reduction; ecotourism) in partnership with donors and 

investors (2018) 

3. Launch the partnership for an Ocean Investment Facility and Fund(s) at EAS Congress 

(2018) 

4. Pilot test the application of innovative financing mechanisms in Partner Countries, 

including a blue carbon finance scheme and an ICM Bond (2018-2019) 

5. Initiate the operation of the Ocean Investment Facility and Funds (2019-2022) 

 
Action Program 3: Evaluate socio-economic benefits and changes in ecosystem health and 
resilience resulting from blue economy projects and share learnings with regional and 
international partners for further scaling up investments. 
 
2022 Outcome: Socio-economic benefits and changes in ecosystem health and resilience resulting 
from blue economy investment understood and shared with regional and international partners 
for further scaling up investments 
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Target 3.1: Series of knowledge products developed and disseminated regularly to Partners 
 
Indicator: Knowledge products identify and evaluate the gaps, impacts and benefits (social, 

economic and ecological) derived from application of financing mechanisms for blue 
economy investment, and recommend opportunities for improvement 

 
Milestone activities: 

1. Organize and conduct a Blue Economy Forum focused on national, sub-regional 

seas/LMEs and regional State of Oceans and Coasts reporting (2017, 2020)  

2. Organize/co-organize blue economy learning events with Partner Countries and regional 

and international organizations to share experiences, knowledge and good practices in 

investing in sustainable development of coastal and ocean areas and communities, 

including at the EAS Congress (2018-2022) 

3. Prepare assessments of impact of blue economy investments in East Asia and elsewhere, 

including assessment with other partners, and disseminate via SEA Knowledge Bank, 

webinars, newsletters and social media (2018-2022) 
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Ocean Governance and Strategic Partnerships 
 

Objective: To strengthen ocean and coastal governance at regional, national and local levels 

 
The Regional Review on SDS-SEA Implementation 2003-2015 noted the significant progress made 
by the EAS countries in developing and implementing national policies, strategies, action plans 
and programs in coastal and ocean management and river basin management (84% of countries 
with policies, action plans and programs; 75% with national interagency and intersectoral 
coordination mechanisms) , as well as in expanding the geographical and functional coverage of 
ICM in the region (>14% regional coastline coverage as of June 2015). In terms of State of the 
Coasts (SOC) reporting, 29 local governments were recorded to have initiated or completed their 
reports by end of 2015, while national and regional SOC reporting process was initiated in 2016.  

At the organizational and institutional level, good progress was also achieved by PEMSEA in line 
with its transformation into an international organization with its own legal entity, including 
ratification of PEMSEA’s Headquarters Agreement with the Government of the Philippines (May 
2015), compliance of PRF’s financial management system as certified by KPMG audits (from 2014-
2015) and PriceWaterHouseCoopers audit (2016); and the external assessment of the Strategy 
and Implementation Plan for Sustaining PEMSEA which was initiated in 2016 and is targeted for 
final approval in 2017.  

Building on these accomplishments and in accordance with the SDS-SEA regional post-2015 
targets, it is crucial to ensure steady progress on coastal and ocean governance in all PEMSEA 
countries for targets and transformational impacts to be achieved. This requires stepwise and 
conscious actions from PEMSEA countries with the support from PEMSEA Non-Country Partners, 
various collaborators and the PEMSEA Secretariat. 

 
Action Program 1: Promote the development, adoption and strengthening of national ocean 
policy, supporting legislation, institutional mechanisms and investments (Danang Compact 
Target 3).  
 
2022 Outcome: 100% of PEMSEA Partner Countries have national ocean policies in place, with 
supporting institutional arrangements, legislations and programs.  
 
Target 1.1: At least 2 policy briefs and/or other awareness building informative documents 

disseminated each year to policymakers, senior government officials and program 
managers in PEMSEA Partner Countries. 

 
Indicator: Policy briefs and/or other awareness building informative documents disseminated 

annually 
  
Milestone Activities: 

1. Maintain and regularly update a collection of ocean and coastal governance related 

publications and resource materials in the PEMSEA Library and make them readily 

accessible (2017-2022) 

2. Identify and/or prepare, publish and disseminate coastal and ocean policy briefs, case 



PC/17DOC/02                                                                                                                             Page 50 of 56 

studies and other informative materials on ocean and coastal policy, legislation, 

institutional arrangements and programs in collaboration with PEMSEA Partners (e.g., 

KMI, IOI, OPRI) (2017-2022) 

3. Access and regularly update PEMSEA Partner Countries’ achievements in ocean and 

coastal governance on PEMSEA’s SEAKnowledgeBank platform (2017-2022) 

 

 

Target 1.2: At least 2 knowledge sharing and technical assistance activities organized annually to 
facilitate the transfer of experiences and innovations in national ocean policy, 
legislation and programs. 

   
Indicator: number of forums, workshops and technical assistance activities on national ocean 

policy, legislation and programs organized/co-organized with PEMSEA Partners on 
national ocean policy, legislation and programs  

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Organize and conduct knowledge sharing events at the regional and national levels in 

collaboration with Country and Non-Country Partners and other collaborating 

organizations to build awareness and consensus on the need for and benefits derived 

from national ocean policy (2018; 2021) 

2. Provide technical assistance to develop national ocean policies (Timor Leste, 2017-2018) 

3. Provide support and assistance for the review of sector-based policies and legislation and 

the development of national sectoral legislative agenda to integrate and align sector-

based regulatory and economic instruments with national ocean policy in 7 countries: 

Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Philippines, Thailand, Timor Leste, and Vietnam (2017-2019) 

4. Organize and conduct a Legislators’ or Parliamentarians’ Forum at EAS Congress 2018 

5. Organize and conduct Ocean Leadership Forums as a side event of the EAS Partnership 
Council to inform policymakers and program managers of innovations in policy, 
regulatory, environmental, economic and financial instruments 

 
 
Target 1.3:  100% of PEMSEA Partner Countries develop and incorporate priority SDS-SEA targets 

and objectives into their medium-term development and investment plans  
 
Indicator:  countries with national objectives, programs and investments in ICM, CCA/DRR, marine 

biodiversity conservation and management, sustainable fisheries, pollution reduction 
and waste management, etc. in priority coastal and marine areas incorporated into 
medium-term development and investment plans 

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Promote, facilitate and/or co-organize regional and international learning and 

knowledge-sharing events organized by Non-Country Partners (e.g., ACB; IOI; IPIECA; KMI; 

OPRI) that enhance synergies and linkages between international conventions and 

agreements and SDS-SEA/ICM implementation at the national and regional levels (2017-

2022)  
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2. Facilitate and assist Country Partners to plan, develop and promote bilateral and 

multilateral SDS-SEA related projects in collaboration with donors, UN agencies, 

development organizations, investors and the business community (2017-2022) 

3. Prepare and disseminate monitoring and evaluation reports of progress and impacts of 
SDS-SEA implementation in collaboration with PEMSEA Partners, i.e., PEMSEA Annual 
Report and other project-specific reports that highlight the impacts and benefits of ocean-
related projects and activities (2017-2022) 

4. Provide technical advice and assistance to Partner Countries to review and analyze the 
status of national SDS-SEA/ICM program implementation, including priority gaps and 
needs, for submission to national medium-term development planning and budgeting 
processes (2017-2022) 

 
 
Action Program 2: Scale up ICM program coverage across the region's coastline (Danang 
Compact Target 4). 
 
2022 Outcome: 25% of the region’s coastline is covered by ICM programs 
 
Target 2.1:  100% of PEMSEA Partner Countries implement national ICM programs that 

contribute to 25% ICM program coverage of the region’s coastline 
Indicator:  length of national coastline covered by ICM programs 
  
Milestone Activities: 

1. In collaboration with Partner Countries, identify priority coastal areas where ICM 

programs will be developed and/or strengthened, monitored and assessed as part of a 

national ICM program (2017-2018) 

2. Facilitate technical support and assistance to Partner Countries and local governments to 

conduct scoping studies at planned ICM sites for inclusion in baseline SOC reports and 

ICM program planning and development (2017-2018) 

3. Organize ICM capacity enabling/technical support services and networks in each 

participating country, including ICM Learning Centers, National/Regional Task Forces, 

local government networks, etc. (2017-2019) 

4. Train and mobilize a core group of experienced national and local government personnel 

and stakeholders with the capacity to manage and coordinate the development and 

implementation of ICM programs (2017-2022) 

5. Promote and facilitate the adoption and implementation of PEMSEA’s ICM Code and 

Certification System among national and local governments implementing ICM programs 

(2017-2022) 

6. Monitor and report annually on PEMSEA’s voluntary commitment to UN SDG14, 
highlighting Partner Countries and ICM sites that are contributing to ICM program 
coverage across 25% of the region’s coastline (2017-2022) 
 
 

Target 2.2: All members of the PEMSEA Network of Local Governments for Sustainable Coastal 
Development (PNLG) regularly tracking and sharing their progress and achievements 
in support of SDS-SEA and the UN SDGs 



PC/17DOC/02                                                                                                                             Page 52 of 56 

 
 
Indicator:  PNLG members reporting their progress and achievements in ICM implementation 

during annual PNLG Forums and via the PNLG tracking system 
 
Indicator:  PNLG Members certified under PEMSEA's ICM Code and Certification System  
 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Develop and roll-out the PNLG on-line tracking system to document and track progress in 

achieving targets contributing to SDS-SEA and relevant UN SDGs (2017) 

2.  Provide advice and assistance to PNLG Secretariat and PNLG members in packaging 

knowledge products (e.g., ICM Solutions) and other informative documents that can be 

shared in various forums and uploaded to the SEAKnowledgeBank (2018-2022) 

3. Organize and conduct coastal and ocean forums/seminars and study tours for Local Chief 
Executives, including special events at PNLG Forums and Xiamen World Ocean Week 
(2017-2022) 

4. Develop and implement ICM Learning Sites in each participating country in partnership 
with national and local governments to scale up ICM applications for: climate change 
adaptation/disaster risk reduction, biodiversity conservation and management, including 
MPAs and MPA networking; integrated river basin and coastal area management; marine 
spatial planning; pollution reduction and waste management; blue economy 
development; etc. (2018-2022) 

5. In collaboration with PEMSEA Partners, the PNLG and collaborating organizations and 
sponsors, organize and conduct special skills training programs, seminars and webinars 
for ICM practitioners and managers, as well as local policymakers and planners and 
decision-makers, to promote best practices and lessons learned from ICM Learning Sites, 
and to facilitate increased investment in conservation measures and initiatives as part of 
national ICM programs (2019-2022) 

6. Promote and facilitate the implementation and use of PEMSEA’s ICM Code and 
Certification System among PNLG members and ICM sites (2017-2022) 

7. Facilitate and assist the adoption and application of the State of Coasts (SOC) reporting 
system by the PNLG members and other local governments implementing ICM programs 
to improve planning, assessment and decision-making at the local government level 
(2017-2022) 

  
 

Action Program 3: Develop and implement a regional State of Oceans and Coasts (SOC) 
reporting system on coastal and ocean governance and management (Danang Compact Target 
2). 
 
2022 Outcome: National and Regional State of Oceans and Coasts Reporting Systems in place and 
operational across PEMSEA Partners 
 
Target 3.1: A regional State of Oceans and Coasts (SOC) report prepared and submitted to the EAS 

Congress and Ministerial Forum (2018, 2021) 
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Indicator:  A regional SOC report focused on the transboundary aspects, benefits and impacts of 
international agreements and regional plans of action on ocean and coastal 
governance and management  

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Convene a Technical Working Group (TWG) comprised of representatives from regional 

programs and projects in East Asia that are ocean and coastal related to provide guidance, 

oversight and input to the development and preparation of a regional SOC report (2017-

2018) 

2. Organize and conduct a Regional Blue Economy Forum to serve as a venue for 

government and non-government participants, including members of the TWG, to review 

and provide additional inputs to the draft regional and national SOC reports (2017) 

3. Coordinate with CI-Philippines, the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, the 

Yellow Sea Large Marine Ecosystem project, and others, to prepare SOC reports on Sulu-

Sulawesi Seas (SSS), sustainable tuna fisheries in East Asia, the Yellow Sea, etc., and 

incorporate the key findings of the SOC reports into the regional SOC report (2017-2018) 

4. Publish and disseminate the sub-regional and regional SOC reports during the EAS 

Congress 2018 and 6th Ministerial Forum as important assessment and guidance 

documents for scaling up SDS-SEA implementation and blue economy development 

across the region (2018) 

5. Promote the benefits of the SOC reporting system regionally and internationally, 

particularly in relation to monitoring and reporting for UN SDG 14 targets (2018-2022) 

6. Monitor and facilitate replication and scaling up the regional SOC reporting system for 

submission of sub-regional and regional SOC reports to the EAS Congress 2021 and 7th 

Ministerial Forum (2021) 

 
 
Target 3.2: At least 10 national SOC reports developed and submitted to the EAS Congress and 

Ministerial Forum (2018, 2021) 
 
Indicator: National SOC reports providing value in planning and evaluating the impacts and 

benefits of national ocean policy and programs as well as in assessing and reporting a 
country’s contribution to regional and international ocean-related agreements. 

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Facilitate and assist, as required, country-based working groups comprised of 

representatives from national government agencies and other organizations to prepare 

national SOC reports for Cambodia, China, Indonesia, Japan, Lao PDR, Malaysia, 

Philippines, RO Korea, Singapore, Thailand, Timor Leste and Vietnam (2017-2018)  

2. Organize and conduct a Regional Blue Economy Forum to serve as a venue for 

government and non-government participants, including members of the country-based 

working groups, to review and provide additional inputs to the draft national SOC reports 

(2017) 

3. Publish national SOC reports in all participating countries and launch them during the the 

EAS Congress 2018 and 6th Ministerial Forum (Note: State of River Basins Report in the 
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case of Lao PDR) (2018) 

4. Disseminate national SOC reports in a timely manner and through accessible portals, 

including the SEAKnowledgeBank (2018-2019) 

5. Based on the National SOC reports, synthesize and develop targeted knowledge or 

information materials focusing on specific aspects of sustainable development and blue 

economy development, which serve as useful reference by political leaders and various 

sectors in planning, policy-making, project and program development, monitoring and 

assessment (2019-2022) 

6. Monitor and facilitate replication and scaling up the regional SOC reporting system for 

submission of sub-regional and regional SOC reports to the EAS Congress 2021 and 7th 

Ministerial Forum (2021) 

 
 

Target 3.3: Improvements in accession to and compliance with ocean-related international 
conventions and agreements subscribed to by Partner Countries 

 
Indicator:  Compliance with the obligations, commitments and reporting requirements of 

international conventions and agreements subscribed to by the respective Partner 
Countries 

 
 Milestone Activities: 

1. Facilitate and co-organize national and regional forums/events focusing on the 

ratification and implementation of ocean-related conventions and agreements, assessing 

gaps and constraints that exist regarding the region’s and countries’ ability to achieve full 

compliance with international obligations under current national programs, in 

collaboration with ACB; IPIECA; OSRL; UNEP GPA and OPRI. (2018-2022) 

2. Identify opportunities and promote technical assistance to Country Partners from 

international organizations and donors to prioritize accession to relevant international 

conventions and agreements and to strengthen administrative, legal, operational and 

reporting requirements (2017-2022) 

3. Enhance cooperation and interaction among countries sharing a common sub-regional 

sea area/LME, such as the Gulf of Thailand, to strengthen capacity and benefits derived 

from synergies and linkages in the implementation of international conventions and 

agreements (2017-2022)  

 
 
Action Program 4: Enable the PEMSEA Resource Facility as an effective and sustainable regional 
platform and catalyst for coastal and ocean governance and blue economy investment (Danang 
Compact Target 1). 
 
2022 Outcome: An effective and sustainable PEMSEA Resource Facility commanding sufficient 
financial and human resources to deliver on the strategic priorities of the SDS-SEA  
 
Target 4.1: PEMSEA Resource Facility (PRF) core operations are sustained through unrestricted 

sources of funding 
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Indicator: Unrestricted sources of funding, including voluntary contributions, fully supporting the 

core operating costs of the PRF associated with secretariat services, fundraising, 
partnership mobilization, monitoring and reporting, administration and finance, and 
EAS Congress planning and implementation 

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Submit and secure final approval of EAS Partnership Council on Third Party Assessment 

on PEMSEA’s Sustainability and develop and implement a road map in line with the Third-

Party Assessment’s recommended actions (2017-2018) 

2. Prepare and submit a two-year work plan and budget covering the core operations of the 

PRF for review and approval by the EAS Partnership Council (2017-2022) 

3. Negotiate and sign agreements with PEMSEA Country Partners confirming voluntary 

commitments to PRF core operations and PEMSEA’s sustainability (2017-2020) 

4. Organize and implement a regular collaborative planning and feedback session with 

PEMSEA Partners to determine progress, achievements, gaps and limitations of the PRF 

in identifying and developing opportunities for strengthening SDS-SEA implementation at 

the national and regional levels (2017-2022) 

5. Strengthen and refine PEMSEA’s products, services and support networks to assist 

Country and Non-Country Partners and other stakeholders in policy, scientific, technical 

and financial constraints in SDS-SEA implementation (2017-2022) 

6. Organize and conduct a second Third-Party Assessment of PEMSEA and its organizational, 

operational and financial sustainability for input into the follow-on SDS-SEA 

Implementation Plan covering the period 2023 to 2028 (2021- 2022) 

 
 
Target 4.2: The PEMSEA Partnership and SDS-SEA implementation capacity are strengthened 

across the EAS region 
 
Indicator: New partnership and collaborative agreements signed with countries, non-country 

partners, international and regional organizations, national institutes, development 
agencies, donors, academe, investors, companies and local governments 

 
Milestone Activities: 

1. Conduct joint consultations and collaborative planning with YSLME Commission, WCPFC 

and other regional organizations, including relevant regional economic mechanisms of 

ASEAN and APEC, to align strategic objectives, action plans and activities (2017-2022) 

2. Sign Partnership Agreements between PEMSEA with YSLME Commission, WCPF 

Commission/WPEA and other regional governance mechanisms for collaborative 

planning, coordination and implementation among the respective SAPS, while addressing 

program sustainability and integration with broader regional cooperation frameworks 

(2017-2022) 

3. Participate and promote PEMSEA and its partnerships and services in various ocean-

related forums/events and network with potential collaborators with a view of identifying 

and entering into joint and collaborative agreements and projects (2017-2022) 
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4. Encourage other EAS countries and non-government entities working in the East Asian 

Seas region with programmes/initiatives relevant to the SDS-SEA that are not yet PEMSEA 

Partners to consider becoming a PEMSEA Country and Non-Country Partner (2017-2022) 

5. Monitor, assess and report on the benefits and impacts of partnerships with regional and 

international organizations, programs and projects through M&E reporting mechanisms 

and knowledge products, including sub-regional and regional SOC reports, ICM Solutions, 

case studies, good practices and policy briefs, and disseminate the informative 

documents through the SEAKnowledgeBank and other media (2017-2022) 

 
 
Target 4.3: A triennial EAS Congress and Ministerial Forum driving improved awareness, 

cooperation and commitments for improved ocean governance, SDS-SEA 
implementation and blue economy growth across the EAS region 

 
Indicator: A broad alliance of government and non-government entities, interests and 

perspectives related to oceans and climate collaborating on the organization, conduct 
and outputs of the triennial EAS Congress and Ministerial Forum 

 
Milestone Activities:  

1. Establish consensus on the hosting of the triennial EAS Congress and Ministerial Forum 

by PEMSEA Countries alphabetically to enable all countries to host and properly prepare 

and budget for future EAS Congresses and Ministerial Forums (2017-2018) 

2. Engage with the Government of the Philippines and all PEMSEA Partners, as well as 

collaborating organizations and entities, to be involved in the EAS Congress 2018 through 

the various Partner-led sessions and activities (2017-2018) 

3. Strengthen the EAS Congress as a premier ocean conference for the EAS region by aligning 

the EAS Congress and MF results with national, regional and international commitments 

on oceans and climate, including the UN SDGs (2018, 2021) 

4. Engage national and international leaders and policymakers in the EAS Congress and 

Ministerial Forum to secure commitment on national policies and decisions affecting blue 

economy (2018 and 2021) 

5. Engage women’s groups, the youth and indigenous people and organizations in the 

planning and conduct of the EAS Congress to encourage a stronger voice from these 

sectors of society in the governance and management of ocean and coastal areas and 

resources (2017-2018) 

6. Convert recommendations, outputs, and knowledge materials/information that are 

generated from EAS Congress events/sessions into targeted reference materials that will 

be useful for local and national governments, communities, private sector, regional and 

international institutions, women, youth and indigenous people (2018-2019) 

 
 
 

*** 


