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Summary and Conclusions



Session 1: 

State of Oceans and Coasts (SOC)

• “You cannot manage what you cannot measure.”

• Contribution of SOC reports with blue economy theme

– Creates evidence-based policy platform

– Builds incremental change in government perception 

about the oceans in the overall sustainable development 

discourse

– Increased understanding and appreciation of the blue 

economy

– Demonstration of benefits, impacts and tradeoffs –

important for convincing policymakers, budget ministries, 

economic development planners



Session 1: 

State of Oceans and Coasts (SOC)

• Development of SOC Reports is a move beyond 

traditional environmental status reporting, and highlights 

need for:

o quality data: ocean economy, status and value of 

ecosystems, marine water quality, environmental costs

o capacity development: developing ocean economy 

accounts; valuation of ecosystem services and 

environmental costs

o engagement of various stakeholders 

o communication strategy: 

o “elevator pitch” to convince decisionmakers

o Increase the visibility



Session 1 (Part 2): 

Large Marine Ecosystems (LMEs)

• Results from LME projects can be sustained beyond 

their project durations

– by institutionalizing innovations and lessons learned

– through stronger intergovernmental platforms and 

cooperation

– through iterative consultations and by establishing trust 

among countries and various stakeholders 

• Strengthen regional ocean governance mechanisms 

to leverage and promote blue economy in LMEs



Session 2: Navigating the paradigm shift –

Oceans as natural capital and good business

• Blue Economy considers tradeoffs between the ocean 
economic activities and conservation initiatives as well as 
their complementarities.

• Impact on marine environment and resources should be 
taken into consideration from design stage to final output 
(i.e., strategic environmental impact assessment and 
economic feasibilities undertaken in developing new 
technologies)

• Important drivers for success

• Money: Show what’s in it for them to get their buy-in

– higher income, savings, improved health, livelihood

• Good image is good for business.



Session 2: Navigating the paradigm shift –

Oceans as natural capital and good business

• Private sector involvement in blue economy is crucial. Public 

and private partnership is important to move blue economy 

forward – from research to design, deployment and operation.

• It is integral to find balance between commercial sectors and 

environment. 

• Sometimes compliance with international commitments can 

be very costly, but good practices reap more benefits in the 

long-term.

• Education and public awareness are crucial to have behavior 
change or transformational change. 

• Various investment approaches and opportunities are 

available (i.e., CSR, market-based approach, incentives, etc.) 



Session 4: Making it happen: Blue solutions 

for protecting ocean health and communities

 Blue economy initiatives contribute to SDG 14

Protecting coastal and marine ecosystems through MSP, MPAs, 

community-based approaches, co-management, alternative 

livelihood, jobs, and partnership with private sector (hotel)

Addressing IUU fishing through electronic catch 

documentation and traceability system, ecosystem-based 

fisheries management, PPP, alternative livelihood

Mitigating marine pollution through wastewater and septage 

management (Maynilad: example of PPP and private sector 

investment)

Blue carbon for climate change mitigation and adaptation 



Session 4: Making it happen: Blue solutions 

for protecting ocean health and communities

 MSP requires integration of various sectors and interests, and 

pleasing the stakeholders.

 Identify shared values and shared benefits clearly as it is easier to 

get things done.

 Various models (fisheries and coastal management) and 

technologies (wastewater management) are available: 

No one size fits all. Need to adapt to context.

 Legal basis, institutional arrangements have to be put in place.

 Show concrete, practical and doable examples. 

 Enabling conditions to make each one be a part of the solution.

 Convince general public by appealing to their conscience and 

their pockets.



Session 5: A dialogue with policy- and decision-

makers- Exploring social and environmental 

governance systems for blue economy

• Connection/disconnection between national policies and 

international goals (SDGs, SDG14) 

• SOC as platform to monitor progress towards achieving 

the SDGs 

• Use science to underpin laws and socioeconomic 

development policies and plans

• Commitment of heads of state is crucial. 

• Regulations backed by funding, and partnership with 

private sector – key for effective enforcement

• Operationalize the ocean agenda at the local level.



Session 5: A dialogue with policy- and decision-

makers- Exploring social and environmental 

governance systems for blue economy

• Invest in people and jobs; human resource and capacity 

development – scientists, planners, managers, regulators

• Raise the ocean agenda in international and national 

conferences.

• Find synergies and collaboration, but not to the point that 

nothing gets done.

• Harmonize laws and policies. Ensure inter-agency 

coordination

• Use the information from the SOC reports and Blue 

Economy Forum for countries to develop policy on blue 

economy in the future, and involve various stakeholders.

• Do better every year!




