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Sea and Society
(Socio-economics, Environment and Human Health,

Resource management and support)

Integrate evidence from natural and social sciences to:

• Understand the consequences and benefits of the interactions 

between society and the marine environment, 

• Improve the outcomes and benefits, 

• Support sustainable and responsible ocean stewardship.
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Study 

area

Cu Lau Cham-Hoi An, 
Vietnam

Palawan, 
Phillipines

Sabah Marine Parks, 
Malaysia

Taka Bonerate-Kepulauan
Selayar, Indonesia

UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserves
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Build research capability
1. Supportive base
2. Capabilities
3. Applications
4. Tools

SDG goals
1. No poverty
2. Zero hunger
3. Good Health and Wellbeing
14. Sustainably use the oceans

10 Cross-
cutting 

activities
12 projects

Meeting 5 Challenges:
1. Promote Sustainable Harvesting
2. Prepare for climate change
3. Promote good health
4. Identify opportunities for growth
5. Co-development and 

implementation of marine planning



Overarching Projects

Project synthesis into Marine Planning and transfer of best practice

Projects
(12)

10. Climate change and 
fisheries

8. Socio-ecological models 
as decision support tools

6. Health benefits and 
risks of coastal living

4. Renewable energy

5. small-scale coastal 
fisheries management

7. Earth observation for 
monitoring

9. Co-design of 
planning principles

11. Policy and 
management options
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1. Evidence synthesis: 
health and well-being, 
conservation, marine 

management

2. Analysis of models of 
marine planning

3. Knowledge synthesis: 
climate change, resource use, 
environmental degradation: 

impacts on ecosystem services 12. Systematic scenario 
planning
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WITH local communities and researchers
CO-DEVELOPMENT
Skills mapping
Learning-by-doing
Research learning and exchange between partners
Lessons learned from research and management
Share lessons learned 
Evidence synthesis and identify evidence gaps.
ONGOING and ITERATIVE 
Bespoke training 
Stakeholder interaction as a key component 
culturally relevant and sensitive research and outputs 
SCALE-UP
Develop regional teams, national and local teams.
Identify future research priorities 
CONTINUOUS EVALUATION OF IMPACT
Joint application for further funding 
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Outputs
1. Interdisciplinary, international 

research teams with relevant 
stakeholders. 

2. Bespoke training in specific 
skills 

3. Information and tools: data, 
models, planning tools 

4. Comprehensive marine plans 
for UNESCO Biosphere 
Reserves with guidance for 
wider application

5. Increased experience of UK 
researchers of addressing ODA 
DAC issues and challenges 
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Panel discussion: 
1. What are the ways to further develop and mainstream the 

ocean economic-environment accounts? 
2. How do we increase public visibility of the contributions of 

the ocean economy and ecosystem services, and make a 
difference in government and business sectors? 

3. How can the SOC reports be optimized for influencing 
policy and practice in ocean and coastal management, 
and promoting blue economy development? 

National State of Oceans and Coasts (SOC)


