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Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, 

Executive Director, PEMSEA, 

Distinguished guests and participants, 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

It is my great pleasure to warmly welcome you all to the Blue Economy Forum 

on 14 – 15 November 2017 which is organized through the collaboration between 

Partnerships in Environmental Management for the Seas of East Asia (PEMSEA), 

Department of Marine and Coastal Resources, and Thailand Research Fund.  

As we are aware, the national depletion and degradation of marine and 

coastal resources is a critical problem in Thailand. The Thailand Research Fund is 

highly aware of the importance of sustainable management of marine and coastal 

natural resources with the aim to support the research approaches and policy 

implementation in accordance with the direction of national marine strategies and the 

needs of relevant agencies. As a result, the Roadmap on Strategic Research (SRI) 

on National Interests and Marine Security or SRI 7 aims to provide data for actions to 

protect national marine interests in a sustainable way.       



The roadmap of SRI 7 is a three-year plan for the period of 2016-2018 

consisting of four components, including research and knowledge development; 

policy mobilization and utilization of research; building networks and developing a 

new generation of researchers; and developing a database for national interests and 

marine security. These four components are vital for determining the policy 

framework on national marine interests. They will be mobilized through five stages of 

strategies which focuses on conducting research to build knowledge and create the 

process to mobilize knowledge that can be used to determine Thailand’s positions 

and policies on national interests and marine security. 

Since 2016, the project on the development of the framework on the guideline 

for sustainable economic development based on the marine and coastal natural 

resources in the context of Thailand (Blue Economy) was implemented with funding 

from the Thailand Research Fund. During the past two years, two stages of 

strategies were completed. For the first stage of strategies, preliminary data were 

gathered for the new generation of research, with research agendas organized in 

order of priorities, thereby leading to research on many topics, including four ongoing 

research proposal developments such as: 

- The study of the estimation of the economic value of Thailand’s mangrove 

ecosystem,  

- The study of potential developments for blue economy of coastal 

provinces in Thailand 

- The Study of the development of the System of Environmental Economic 

Accounting for Blue Economy (SEEA-Blue Economy) in Thailand Context  

- The Study of Thailand’s Blue Economic Zone 

- The Study of the International agreement related to the Implementation on 

The UNCLOS 1982 

- The study on the status and impacts of international commitments that 

relate to the sustainable development of the Blue Economy: Case Study 

on Marine and Coastal Tourism  



As for the second stage, the Marine Knowledge Platform was created, and the 

study on the State of Ocean and Blue Economy Assessment was conducted. 

Moreover, three knowledge sharing seminars to discuss and share knowledge with 

government officials, and Thai and foreign academics were organized. The ultimate 

goal is to draft the Thailand National Marine Policy.  

Ladies and Gentleman, 

So, this two-day forum is not merely to build the capacity of relevant 

stakeholders and build the regional network on Blue Economy, but it is also a 

platform to share the state of ocean health and progress in valuing the growing 

ocean economy and marine ecosystem services, and will highlight the blue economy 

initiatives, innovations, policies and mechanisms that will help make sustainable 

oceans for all happen. 

 On behalf of the Thailand Research Fund and other co-organizing agencies, I 

do hope that the conference will be a fruitful platform for all stakeholders concerned 

to learn and share knowledge and experiences on Blue Economy 

 Now, I would like to take this opportunity to open the Blue Economy 

Conference 2017.  

Thank you. 


