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Published a decade after the Year of the Ocean in 1998, this book
is envisaged to further stimulate and strengthen the pursuit of
sustainable ocean development so as to secure the Ocean and its
resources for our future generations.

The 25-chapter volume is a compendium of essays written by 25
authors (including one institutional author — the EAS Congress
Secretariat) in their different capacities as scientists, economists,
lawyers, teachers, managers, users of marine resources, national
and international civil servants, and administrators. The book is
primarily aimed at increasing the awareness of the general public
on coasts and oceans and at strengthening understanding of the
functioning of the ocean, land-sea interactions, ocean dynamics,
and ecosystem functions — the whole gamut of information
predicated on a systems-oriented approach to ocean governance.

The book also provides comprehensive reviews covering a wide
array of subjects relevant to ocean governance: international legal
framework, international trade, regional cooperation, effectiveness
of marine governance, public awareness and information
dissemination and coastal governance. The book posits that a
well-informed general public can facilitate or increase government
commitments in ocean governance which ultimately leads to a
wider acceptance, ratification and implementation of a number of
multilateral environmental agreements, particularly UNCLOS, and
puts pressure on local and regional governments and other non-
State actors to act decisively in coastal governance.

“The Tokyo Ocean Declaration advocates for a new
comprehensive security concept toward peaceful and
sustainable development of the oceans that brings within its
purview all ocean aspects and their attendant security
concerns, including navigation, natural resources, the
environment, military activities, and scientific research.”

EAS Congress Secretariat, Chapter 25

"International trade is inextricably intertwined with the oceans,
both as a medium of transportation and as a source of
resources. But the relationship between the trade-and-oceans
nexus and sustainable development is not necessarily clear.
The nexus enables production at greater scales than would
otherwise be possible, threatening sustainability. At the same
time, it allows productive resources to be distributed more
efficiently, potentially aiding sustainability.”

Elizabeth deSombre and J. Samuel Barkin, Chapter 9

"A rather depressing picture has emerged regarding how
national, regional, and global actions to date have not been
able to counter the strong tides of marine degradations and
overexploitations of marine resources.....Strengthening
regional cooperative agreements/arrangements is a continuing
journey with international principles and processes setting
navigational coordinates but political and economic currents
promising a "rough ride.”

David L. VanderZwaag, Chapter 10

"Evolving governance highlights the growing role of non-State
actors, and marine governance efforts will have to be reformed
and developed to accommodate the involvement of new non-
State actors, and to constructively deploy their contributions to
improve marine governance efforts. Lessons drawn from
appraisals of ongoing efforts can contribute to institutional
reforms and policy lesson drawing for improved marine
governance in the future.”

Peter M. Haas, Chapter 12

"Northeast Asian countries are simply not yet sufficiently aware
of the seriousness of the need for multilateral maritime regimes
that focus on the management of fisheries resources and
maritime environmental protection. Taken together, this
situation argues strongly for an ad hoc, issue-specific,
evolutionary process for multilateral maritime regime building."

Mark J. Valencia, Chapter 13

"Regionalism has also, while not without problems, allowed for
collectivism while retaining individual ethnic and political
independence."

G. Robin South and John Low, Chapter 21

"It is clear that coastal and ocean areas in the Arctic are unique
and that they need equally unique approaches to their
management and governance. Each Arctic state has natural,
human, and financial capital that it must use wisely and
cooperatively so that, as circumpolar nations, they can co-
evolve (Berkes and Arctic Institute of North America, 2005)."

Janelle Kennedy, Arthur J. Hanson and
Jack Mathias, Chapter 13
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The cost for Securing the Oceans covers the cost of production.
No profit is gained from the sale of the publication.

* Once your order is received, a PEMSEA representative will contact you.
Book launch rate is until 30 April 2008.





